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^GfhmUmiWar, 

J- /^! f/’yO':' i' OVs "3 PC' 


)Vashi?:/'f.on lurcau 0 / 7'lic 

: Y/ashiiigtoii -- Kcprescnta- 
'tive Paul N. McCluslcy (H., 
Calif.) ycsterdny accused the 
Cunli'cal Intelligence Agency oj 
recruiting Ainericaii niercinai'-' 
ics to fight in.Laos. 

The. accusation was based on 
inforjiiation from an electrical 
engineer who reported he wa.s 
jtold at an Oahland (Calif.) enr- 
ploymcnt agency that saichjolxs 
were available at $1,000 a week'. 

Not Verified 

Mr. McCloskey, a critic of the' 
administration’s war policies; 
who will ehallcngc I’resident. 
Nixon in the New llarapshire' 
primary, adirnttcd he pcicsoually. 
had ncil checked out the charge. 

Indepcridcnt inciufry suggested 
the incident indeed took place, 
but :thr; employ-juent agency 
president said he doubted 
whether hi.s Oakland office 
manager, .since ' fhed, would 
have mentioned eitiicr inerce-; 
n-arics 01 ' the CIA. I 

Clarence C. Molben, ofLafay-' 
ette, Calif., Ihe. engineer, insist- 
ed that he did. 

Contacted at his I’cihc, Mr. 
Holbeti recalled visiting the 
Oakland office of Overseas Serv- 
ices in April or May and being 
told lie could earn $1,000 a week 
working for Air America, an o.s- 
densibiy indva'c .airline operated 
I by the CIA, handling logistical 
isupport for guerrilla operations 
in Lap-i. ■ , 

^ Vt’oi'kcd. At Laboratory 
Until' Juno 30, Mr. Holden was 
employed at the Lawrence Ita- 
diation Labcoratory hi Livermore 
which is run by the Univcr.sity 
of California. 

Discouraged by the inlervicw- 
'er’s comment tliat “1 might 
come back in a box,” Mr., Hol- 
be)\ said he never 'asked for dc- 



Itichard Lester, president of 1 / 
the I VOS Angeles-ba.sed Over.scas 
Services, said it was ‘Tinlikcly 
any office manager would even 
Imow what Air Amci'ica doc.$ for 
a living.” 

. lie said the. company plaec.s 
about 1,000 persons a year ‘in 
jobs in 13-1 countries. It ha.^ 
filled slots for Air AnTerica, he 
added, but only pilots and r.nvi 
ationl technicians, not troops. 

‘‘McCloskey is blowing 
smoke,” hlr. I/Oslcr''added. 

AJinost An Aside 

Mr. McCloskey ’s 'charge wa.s 
made at a breakfast meeting 
•with reporte.rs yesterday during 
which he Crilicizcd the admini.s- 
tration for ‘■conceahnent and 
deception” in its relations with 
Congress. 

At one point, almost as an 
aside, he. observed ttiat “wc 
caught the CIA .in Oakland re- y 
cniiling mercenaries to fighf._ 
in Laos.” ' r ’ 

He. seemed surpriocd when llic- 
rcpoi'lcrs prc.ss'od liim tor de- 
tails, conceding he had not fo!-^ 
lowed through on the allegation 
'b. 2 ca'uso fit's .so consistent with 
their Ithe CI.A'sl procedures.” 

' It developed the informalion 
‘had been sciil not to Mr. Mc- 
;Closkey but to Rcpre.scntafive 
Jerome R. V.'aldie (D,, C-olif.) in 
a Ictlci dated July 11 froni a 
coiistilucnt who knew Mr. IIol- 
ben. j 

A spokesman for Mr. Waldic 
said as far as the congrc.s.sman 
w.as concerned, the letter con-| 
tained ‘'unverified information'” 
and that I'.c had turned it over to^ 
Mr. McClo.skey , for .checking. : 


STATINTL 




tailed Job .specifications; but ‘‘got 
The picture of running around 
v/ilh a giui slung over your 
shoulder.” ' . 
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Recruits 


Laos, Me Says 


■ By .TAMES ht j^-'il!GKTOH 

fipjcl»5. Tht ivivj Yoris. Yim:;s 

V/ASHlNCiTON, Sept. 28— 
Hepre.seritativo Pael N. McClos- 
licy Jr. of Cslifoniia said today 
tliat the Central Intelligence 
Agency was recruiting Amcri- 
caus to become combat mer- 
cenaries in Laos. 

“Wc caught tlie C.I.A. a 
couple of month.s ago recruiting 
people in O.akland,” he said. 

Officials of the intelligence 
agency privately dismissed the 
charge, 

Mr. McClo.skcy, a candidate 
for the Republican. Pre.sidential 
nomination, made the pJlega- 
liaii to reporters during a 
'brcakfa.st meeting at which he 
trsserted lhat the Nixon Ad- 
ministration hnbil.uejly engaged 
in "conceahnont and clccep- 
tian.” 


■ According to Mr. Holhen, the' ■ 
job was oniy one of several 
suggested by Ovcrsea.s .Services, 
.whose Oakland representative ' 
pointed out a number of pl.sccs 
on a mail i^’id .said, “wc’vc even 
placed people at the [United 
fylercenaries smtes] Embassy in Moseov/.” 

At the Oakland office of 
Ovcrsea.s Services today, the 
present manager, Kenneth Mc- 
Donald, said it was “news to 
me” and that be had "never y 
seen anything for (he C.I.A.” 

but Mr. McDonald) who took 
over the office only'two v.iecks 
ago, said i’.e could not discount 
tliepo.ssibility tliat Mr. ITolbon’s 
account was correct. He said 
that he liiinsdf once liad sought 
a job a.s a inlot witli Air Amci'- / 
ica will! the understanding that 
“tlicy liavo some 'divisions that 
get 'a little rough once in a 
while.” He said he was rejected 
because lie vrears glasses. 

“I don't hnov/ what’s wrong 
with McCilo.skey,” Mr. McDon- 
ald added. “People are .shoot- 
ing at other people all over the 
world.” 

He .said his picdecc.ssor in 
the Oakland office, whom lie 
identified as Grant Lryan, Y.uts 
recently dismissed and could 
not be located. Richard Lcstcir, 
president of Ovcr.seas .Scnu'ccs,- 
said he did not Imow where to 
find Mr. Biyan. 

Mr. l.e.stcr said that hi.s 'com- 
pany had liciped to place' hun- 


/ 


The charge was based on tlie dreds of pilots and technicians 


account of a job-seeking en- 
gineer from California v/hn told 
of being offered “$1,000 a 
week -and a box to come home 
fn” when he answered -a news- 
paper advertisement for over- 
,sea.s work. Mr. McCloskey con- 
• ceded that he had not made, 
an attempt to verify the alle- 
gation .since learning of it in 
July. . , 

The engineer,- Clarence C, 
Hoiben of Lafayette, Calif,, said 
in a telephone interviev.' today 
that lie w-nnt last April to the 
OaldancI branch of Overseas 
Seiwice.s, a I.os Angcles-ba.sed 
job placement company, after 
finding that he was to be laid 
off by the Atomic, Elnergy Com- 
mission’s radiation laboj'atoiy 
.in livcrmore. , 

Decided to Stay' Home 

Ho said lhat the .branch 
m’aiiager had told Iiim he could 
mr.kc "real money” if he would 
sign on with .Air America, a 
flight charter comi'iauy that 
works for the Intelligence 
Agency in Southeast Asia. Mr. 
Hoiben said he was told that 
if he took the job he would 
actually be v/orkiu,g foi- the 
C.I..A. He added he turned 
down the chance because, “at 


v.'ith Air America, one of 1,000 
or more American companies 
to wh'icli ills concern submits 
resumes for job applicants. 
“But never a mercenary,” he 
said. 

Officials of the C.I.A. declined 
to speak for the record, but one 
official conviicnted privately of 
Mr. Hoiben and his account; 
“Wliat would we -do v.'ith nier- 
ccnFirie.s in Laos? All the fight- 
ing there is done by Meo tribes- 
men. Is lie Meo tribs.srnan?” 

Mr, Holbcn’s pxc.ouiit was 
first related to Representative 
Jerome R. Waldie, Democrat of 
California, by a constituent ac.-^ 
ciuainted with tlie engineer. Mr.' 
Waldic pas.scd it on to Mr. Mc-i 
Closkcy. 

Mr. Hoiben said that neither 
Congressman had got in touch 
with Iiim, He added tliat report- 
ers wci’c lucky to find lilm to- 
day because he was leaving 
California tonight for a new job 
•— I'unning a sportin,g- goods 
.store in Lake Havasu City, Aviz. 
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47 I can’t visualize myself run- 
ning around with 'grenades and 
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. By 'J'nOMAS MARLOWE 
i Spcciaf to Tlw bulletin 
: -Vientiane, l^ao;; — Last 
r-priiie, two American teen- ■ 
aged dependents of, foreign aid • 
cn.'ij';'oycs v.'ere'caught mailing ' 
20 kilograms of ])i!rf: Iicroln', 
thrqijgl-i tlio Army Post Office 
•fiCffiV' ■■■. 

The drugs wcic destined for 
Saigon, to be picked up by ■ 
other dependents for use or 

If . 

satc:-^ 

e7vs<a result, no one under IS 
years of ago is now 'allowed 
t.adP.ail anything lavgor than 

'r- letter Ihrou.gh the Vientiane 
APO. Dependents over IS can 
be prosecuted, if caught mail- 
ing drugs. 

Several day.s later, The son 
of an embassy oflicial ad- 
. milted confidentially that “I 
was all ready to mail 10 
pounds of licioin do the 
State.s.” ■ ■ ■ 

“I had it all packed’ and a 
buyer v, 'ailing at the other 
end,” he .said! “But it is just 
too risky no’\v. -The APO is 
cheeking every package.” 

Heroin and other drugs arc 
• not only deeply entrenched in 

the Americrai military, but in 
mu.ch of the American civilian" 
community in So'.itheasl Asia. 
Centered in Compound 

Among those who wdll prob- 
ably return to the United 
States with a habit arc Ameri- 
can tccn-agcd dependents of 
civilian and military officials. 

Many live at K-MG, a com- 
pound' outside of Vientiane for 
■ ’American officials and their 
families. At the K-M6 iiigh 
school, one ninllrgrader said: 

“Almost everyone past the 
sixth grade si’i’ioIvC.s' gra.s.s 
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’here. A’lot of the older kids ,A’ 

are u.sing speed and heroin.” A 

.The hard drug problem in ml ' 

u, „ f. f ■ overdose. J’vc seen litllo 

■ 'u?i -I 'l lii^the so- j,j ,.)5 jiecdle mark.s on 

ca.iCd fertile tnaiigle ’ which their arras. Their parents 
borders Burma and Thailand, often cry and 'want to know 
More than lialf the world’s why.” 

poppy crop is harvested ilierc To support their, habits, or - 
each year. jp make money, some 

Problem in .T'hnilnnd . ‘ kids soil dnig.s. Th.oy ralion- 

Tho poppies are harvested "'"‘F do 

primarily'byMco tribesmen, ' >f' why not me?” 

Some of the opium is I’eport- /, ^ Cl'ri.stmns,, 

cd to find its wav to the se- A _l/-yeai-ok. son of a U. S. 
cret Central 'intelligence /[oreig.n aid employe was shot 
Agency base at Long Cheng Fangkuk alley. 

. „ iL (,.or.c. ‘Tie had not,” according to 

where d is said R* b- ■* '- .one, of Ins former a,5E.ociates, 
ported via planes of / "paid his. Thai .supplier the full’ 

subsidi’/,ed .pr Anicnct. . y shipment 

Bangkok. Saigon, Long Lon,,, heroin) Jic received.’ 

and even San.l’if iRi.sco. 

Amcrican.s in Laos arc not 
the only ones -hit with the 
.spreading drug problem. In 
Thailand, at least one Ameri- 
can student at the l.’ang:.\OK ^ . 

International School died from 
an o.vei’dose of narcotics dur- 
ing the pa.st sc’noo! year, and 
' 14 others were expelled ■ for 
drug usage. 

“Those v.’ci’c only the con- 
slant violators,” explained one 

student. “You Iniow, tire kids 
who go into th-e bathrooms ^ 
and .shoot up between class-' 
cs.” 

The psychiatric ward at 
Bangltok’s 5th field hospital 
has grown accustomed to 
American dependents. 

I.ittls Girls, Too 
“There’s almost always a • 

13- or 14-year-old kid in there 
for smack,” a medic said. 

“They usually b’.’ing them in 
at night and give them a urine 
test ift the morning.” ' ^ 

' A Iio.spital psycliologLt sa'id: _ . 
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' ByPAULKOi^H 

Star. SUji Write?" 

Hop. Paul Bb MoCloskcy Jr,, 
cBaribccl today that the Cciitrai 
Intclligeiice Agency is recn'.iting 
Amcricjin mercenaries to fight 
in Laos., 

BicCJoskcy, a candidate for- 
th e Rcpubiican prcsidorual 
rioniination, .also accused the 
Nixen administration of praclic- 
,ing “conccahnciit and decep- 
tion” and claimed tlifit ‘‘truth in 
goverri'.r.enl” is a major is.suc in 
his campaign. 


li V 1; 

: ; , /! 

tends to wi'didraw all U.S. troops tied the man as Clarence C. Eol- 
from Vietnam cr to discontmuc ben of Lafaye'uC, Calif, 
all American bombing in South- tIic letter, dated July 11, said 
cast A.sia.^ ■ ^ ^ . ‘ Jin part; 

rio liu'ioe tr.e Cioa-rge. agains, k.no'v.' that ‘.AirAmori- 

tne CimwnnccuGcussmgB‘Kns of CIA, is hiring 

poucy Wilh-a gioup ot lepoimi .t. mercenaries to fight in Laos at 
‘‘We caught the CIA ui Ord<.: ^l^COO nor week for each mcree- 
lancl rccrujling rnercenarie.s ter imry? 

figai in J.aos,’ he saia.- ^ kj- learned about this a 
Prc.sscd to explain tliat, ncleouple of ’»ve.o.ks -ago. A friend of | 

is an engineer and one of 



.said lie l.ad rccci'v'c-d a letter 
from a ‘‘constituent” — an un- 
employed aerospace engineer 


rnm 
the 
of the 


many long-term crnoloye.s 
rad lab at Invcrmoro 


r-a-' T-r.-cm— offered $1,000 a v,-cck loj,,yi,o ^ycre laid cif Julv 1 


indicated, liov.'cver, that if he 
does “pooi'ly” in the nation’s 
first primary in New Knhipshire 
March 7, he will drop out of the 
race. 

He said it v.-ould be “ab.surd” 
to ask people, to give him finan- 
cial -support if he does not make 
an acceptable showing there. ' 

Doubts -About Nixon 

McCio.skey indicated he v/o-uld 
bo liard-put to .suppo'.-t Prosident 
Nixon -as the Itepublican nomi- 
nee. He said there is little evi- 


m Laos. . I looking for employment P.e 

V/licn his office produced iho’|f;nsv/cred an ad of a-n employ- ! • 

rnent 'agency, Ovcrsca.s Sei-v- 
ice.s, IBSi) Harrison St., Orikl-';r,d, 
and they offered him thb ern- 


Iclter, it turned out to be one to 
Pep. Jerome K. Walciie, 
D-Caiif., With whom McClo.skey 
recently 'made a vi.sit to South- 

Secoiid-IImKl Picpovt 

Tlic letter wa.s not from the 
criginco'i; whom the CIA report- 
edly had tried to recruit b'ut 
from anotlicr .Californian who 
v.’as relaying the incident to Vfal-^ 
die. 

The letter writer, Donald JI. 


dence to indicate t'lat Nixon in-! Fibush of Walnut .Creek, identi- 


.ploymcnt as a mercenary m 
Labs paying ‘-^1,000 ]Ter week 
plus the box to bring him back.’ 

. . Tocl-ay I tcd.cphonccHiim 
for verification, and !ok! him I 
ly-ould like to inform you. Kven 
/hough he is somewhat a con-j 
/servative Pvcpublican, he has| 
been a .strong dove for four or 
five years i . . 

‘■J hop-e that you and/or hlc- 

Closkey, at your instigation, will 
veri.^'y , this information and use 
it lo the'fullest extent.” 


Investigation Sought 


McCloskey said he has “asked 
a field represcnta'civc to go 
over” and investigate the mat- 
ter bat ’that he liasn’t done it 
yet. ■ ; 

“This is the first lime I’ve 
ever heard of hiring mercenar- 
ies by. ad,” McCio.skey s-oid. 

“It clrav,'.s attention to the fact 
that Congrc.s.s .say-s Uierc -sliall 
be no American ground combait 
troops in Lao.s. It rai.scs the 
question of wliethcr the CJA can 
rccyuil an army (and) atv.-’iat 
point does an army of irrogu!ar.s 
become an American army .. . 
At what stage does the CI.A get 
authorized to fight a private 

njT. 1’ ** 
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k . * 

The Central Intelltgenc-e Agency is playing an increasingly active -part i 
and viagi.ng undeclared wars of U.S. imperialism. Tini.s is confirmed by fact:;' contained 
in the "confidential nieiuoranduffl" sent by the formoi' CIA agent ,V; .J;bldE'h.Git,l to tlie' j 
mcinbcr of the Congress Jiouse of Represen.tativcs I’adilio .^u.bli.shed in the V.'ashington 
POST. Marchettf. pointed out, i.n partloulai', that the. U.S'.: adminisiratiori, taking 
advantage of the, vague formulation of u'.S. lav/s, sanctions the sotti.rig vip of secret 
military arsenals ' arid paramilitary forces secretly from the yiublic and Co.ngrcss, 

Ther-ie arsenals and forces controlled by the CIA, the tfashi.nston POST va’itcs, wej'c 
used and are' evidently being xused for v, 'aging secret w'a'rs in' Asia, Afraea and 
Lati.n America. . , ' ■ ■ . 

The "conf idcnti.al memorandum" says .that for securing the possibility for lau.nching 
rapidly militai-y opei'cti ohs in various regions of th.c vjorld the ■ CIA lias at its 
disposal air companies by cry, ■.■hero from the Congo to Kepal, Among sucVi companies . 
mention is m.ade, for exaiiiple, df tho. "Southern Air T'ransport" in Miairo'. v;hoso tasks 
include the air lifting of troops and weapons to some Latin. Amei’ican counti-y'for 
v.'aging a secret war j.n case of emergency. . , ' 

The biggest agent of' the CIA is the "Air America company wliich is playing an' ^ 
important pail in tlie secret mar in Laos. . . 

' ' * • - * 

J.n addition to its "unlirniteci" air transpoi'tati on ’ facilities, Marchotti points 
out, -tlui CIA also- keeps in the middle west arsenals of unregistered v.'eapon;;, a 
secret base for training commandos in iJorth Carolina, a secret air base i,n Hevacla, 
and maintains contacts with intci'national firms tradin.g in arms, . ■ ■ 

Of late tho attention of t'ne .11, S, and world public has been riveted to the v.’ai’ in 
Laos which bias been wag'cd for a number of years by the forces of ricrccnarics traine.d 
and paid, by the CIA. As the U. s’, 'ambassador to Laos Codlcy ad;;iittcd recently, the , 
army of tho CIA ha:s a strength of 30,000 men now, Tliosa "irregular troops" as / 
Vashington p'x'efers to call them arc, as lie put it, "the backbone of military w 
•efforts in Laos". , 


The "confidential mem.or-andum" tells of )jow the CIA prepared these military 
operations. A notv.'orV: of airfields and supply bases where ‘vfeapons and ammunition 
■were brought from CIA arsenal.s, was set up in Lao-ti.an tei'Uitory. Simultaneously 
the CIA r.ecruitod meroenirles with whoso hands tho \,'ar is being waged now. 

The CIA is -by no means the only intolligonee and subversi'?’'C; bod'y of the USA tlirough 
v?Utch.the l),S. adm:’.nistrc<tion is vn.gihg und&ciar-ed wars agairjs't the na-tional 
liberation I'lovenrsnts, Accoj'dJ.ng to the U.S, press, Washing’con spends approximatc-ly 
.5,000 million dollars a year on subversive activities in all the regions of the woi>ld. 
These assignments of II..S, tmpGrialism are carried out by about 200,000 -staff ,m.c.mbei--s 
of various -intelligence-: bodies. .. .. . • '. V" 

As tho hewepape-r V/ashington LOST repor-'fcs, the U.S, administration is now workin. 
cat a plan of reorgani?;ing and ste.pplik^ up the activity of the co'antry’s entire 
csplon.age and subversive system. - ' - . ■ 
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By Jack Anderson j 

'■ A former Insider has 
charged that tlie Central Intel- 
ligence Agency has r^-ovided 
the President witln the niili- 
tai'y wherev/itha! to wage his 
own private wra-s around the 
world and is geared to fight 
'still new clandestine wars. 

■In a confidential mono to 
Illep. Herman Padillo (D-N.Y.) 
'former CIA official Victor 
Marchetti makes tliese allcga- 
tloius: 

® The Wliitc House has 
'used “vague phraseology” in 
the law to build up a vri.st mili- 
tary arsenal and paramilitary 
foi 'CP. Past presidents have or- 
dered the CIA to wage secret 
wars in Asia, Africa and I,atin 
America without the tradi- 
tional constitutional safe- 
guard.s and congressional over- 
sight. 

® The CIA “has bought and 
sold air transport companies 
all over the' world”’ from the 
Congo .to Xcpal, so the Presi- 
dent could mount paramilitary 
operations almost anywhere. 
'Marchetti claims one such 
.company, Air America, “has 
grown so large, owning more 
■aircraft than, most major U.S. 
airlines, that it was a source 


of embarrassment v,'ithin the 
agency. A senior officer had to 
be a.ssigned the full-time- job 
of keeping an eye on George 
Dole (the founder) in the hope 
of cooling his fantastic busi 
ness succes.s in the Far East.” 

® Southern Air Transport, 
Miami-based firm, is also fin-' 
gered by Marclmtti as a CIA 
subsidiary, “'i'lic sole purpose 
for the existence of S.-M''," he 
as.scrts, "is that the CI.A. be 
]'eady for the contingency that 
some day it will have- to ferry 
men - and material to some 
Latin, American country to 
wage a clandestine war.” 

Fire Fighters 

jMarchetli also identifies 
Rocio' Mountain Air of Phoe-, 
nix as "one of the more color- 
ful companies owned by the 
CIA." 'I'his outfit specializes,” 
he says, "in training and air- 
lifting pai'achutists, ostensibly 
for fire fighting purposes.” 
But he then points out that 
tlie CIA has no need of fire 
fighting capability “unless it is 
to put out military brushfircs 
south of the border.” 

•o The CIA's “air capabili- 
ties, its warehoii.scs full of un- 
marked military supplies in 
tiio Midwest, a .secret demoli- 
tion training base in North 


Carolina, even a secret airbase 
in Nevada, and its eonrioctioiis 
I with , international arms deal- 
:J/mg firms,” Marclietti charges, 
^give tlic President" a formida- 
ble, secret war-making capa- 
bilii.y. 




A CIA spokesman acknowl- 
edged that Marchetti for-' 
mcriy held a position of tru.st 
at CIA headquarters. He re- 
signed scvera.l months ago to 
write a novel, “The Rope Dan- 
cer,” Based on his CL\ experi- 
ences. But he abandoned fic- 
tion recently to write a de- 
tailed background mejn.o for 
Congressman Badillo, who has 
introduced legislation to re- 
.slriet the CIA to intelligence 
pthoring.and to prohibit clan- 
'destine wars. 

Dcclarse Marchetti:' ’“Air- 
ports and huge supply bases 
were secretly established up-, 
country, close to the action. 
Arms and material were dcliv- 
ci'cd by the boatload from the 
CIA’s warehouses in the Par 
East and the United States, 
"Guerrilla clueftains were 
reci'uiled to lead the Mcos, 
who would actually fight the 
war for the CIA. The govern- 
ment of- Laos was placated 
and finessed into turning 
things over to the CIA opera- 


,1 


tors who could conduct the 
conflict. 

S ivush huckUng Agsn fs 

"The chief of station — the 
CJIA's top post in the field — 
Airing the crucial mid-BOs, 
Iva.s , His previous assign- 

ment had been Berlin, where 
iie announced to the CIA eon-’ 
tingent there upon his arrival 
that he intended ‘to tear down 
that blankety-blank wall.' He 
was transferred to Laos before 
he had the opr'ortuiiity to , 
carry out hi.s threat, in part . 
because of liis ferociousness,, 

“He has been succeeded by; 
— , former chief of station in ; 
the Bclgiai] Congo. Wlicn' 
things' grew ciuiet there, he 
once dropped everything for a 
clandestine foray into the 
French Congo in hope of 
tracking down die Guevara. 

“He failed. But his .fellow , 
operators a couple of years 
later eventually caught up 
.with th.e revoluitonary in Bo-; 
livia. ' i 

"These arc tiie kind of men 
who have led the CI.A in Laos, 
and the CIA has led tlie U.S. 
into another humiliating, inex-; 
tricable international di- 
lemma." •: 

. E&n-McC]urc’f^yndIcat$ ‘ 
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■ ^ By D.F.. Konk 
Spc'clal to Tin; V,' ashinston Post 


yiENTIANEekaos, Sept. 5 
--The U.S. Agency tor Intei'- 
nntiopiil development has rc- 
sunnccl supplykng relief rice to 
a group of LaoUaii tribesmen 
aftci' withholding the food for 
six months, AID officials said 
last v.’cek. 

The rc.sumption of .siipplie.s 
followed publication of a re- 
port by an American writer 
that AID w'as using llac rice in 
an effort to force tribal villag- 
ers at Long Pot, 80 miles 
north of Vientiane, to cooper- 
ate with the U.S.-financed Meo 
army of Gen. Vang Pao. 

Two AID officials, Charles 
Mann- and Norman Barnes, 
said the rice supplies wore re- 
sumed when it was ciclcr- 
iniiied that llic Long Pot area 
was “secure.” The fact that 
the -area was secured a few 
days after the repoi-t by writer 
Alfred W. McCoy was pub- 
lished was “coincidental,” 
Barnes said. 

McCoy, wlio spent five days 
atMjOng Pot researching his 
second book on Laos, said U.S. 
and Meo authorities liad 
stopped suijplying I'icc to the 
village because the tribesmen 
refused to allow any more of 
their youths to be pressed into 
Vang Pao's forcc.s or, alterna- 
tively, to move their, village 
into the Clieng-Sam Thong 
military complex. 

Publication of McCoy’s alle- 
gation resulted in a . ci\iei'y 
from AID hcadciuarters in 
VVasliington to Mann, tlic 
agenev’s local director. Mann 
and. Barnes reportedly went 
immediately to’ Long Pot and 
airplane drops of rice were rc,- 
siuncd. , ' : 

The first' drop of grain con- 
tained 10 days worth of food 
for the seven villages in tlie 
Long Pot area, B;irnes said. In 
addition, he ’ said, a local 
medic and more than 350 
pounds of inediciries have 
bee)i supplied. 

Commenting ' on McCoy’s 
claims about why tlie rice had 
been willihcld for six months, 


Barnes .said.lticir investigation' 
did not cover the question. 

However, he said Long Pot 
was declared, “insecure”. early 
this year and “U.S, AID does 
not drop rice into high-ri.sk 
areas.” 

Barnes said Long Pot was: 
listed a,s controlled by Pathet 
Lao and North Vietnamese: 
army forces since last Felnu- ; 
ary, when' tlicre was fighting | 
in the area and 12 persons i 
were killed. . ■ ,] 

McCoy, of New Haven,! 
Conn., said however, that: 
there has been no fighting in' 
the Long Pot area -since that 
time. Ho also said tluit a six- 
man defaclnncnt of Meo sol- 
diers, equipped with a'radio, 
lias been in the area since tlic 
fighting. 

Village leaders and tlie Moo. 
troops tliemselvcs reportedly 
told McCoy they had been in- 
constant raciio communication 
with tlic base at I.ong Cheng 
and had frcciuently requested 
rice drops. 

McCoy also said helicopters 
operated by Air America, a 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency-backed airline in Laos, 
made periodic visits to Long' 
Pot, One touched down there 
while he. was in the village,^ 
McCoy said. ■ i 

Village leaders told McCoy | 
their relations .-with the M.eu 
headquartcr.s at Imng Cheng 
fell off wlien the villagers re,- 
fused to allov/ 11-year-okl b.oy.s 
to bo pressed, into military 
service with the Mgo.s, The lo- 
ycar-olds they had turned over 
to Gen, Vang Pao had been 
wiped out, they said. 

“Tlicy simply decided they 
had lost too many killed al- 
ready, that they could not af- 
ford more,” McCoy said. 

He added that following this 
refus-al, ' the villagers were 
asked to move to the Clieng- 
Sam Thong complex. When 
they refused ,to leave their' 
home of the last 30 years, lie 
said, their rice supplies v/crc 
cut off. - , . 
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By TOM FOLEY ^ . gnd Amdos fled mainly into nortli- 

. Henry Kissinger’s trip to IVit- jv^igpn] after the 1959 revolt 

. ing aiiu. the foitlicorniug visit of sii-[-,piy loyt- over the country 

President Mixon to the People’s oonjunction with the CIA and . 
Pvepublic of China are now get- y g military in Nepal. As far as / 
ting trc-menc’ous publicity in the anybody knows, most of them are 
U.S. news media. But many ciues- {jjoi-c, ^ 

tionsal'tout this apparent (l.S.-PriC g, ’paiwan and CIA air ba.ses: 
rappF'Ochement remain uhanswer- everybody except the ordinary 
eel— at least, pu'olicly— and the oe- /ymerican citixen knows, Taiwan 


tailed specidation in the IBS, 
press (Isli’ocrately seems to avoid 
these areas. They are the follov/- 
ing: . • 

1 ) Northern Burma and Laos; 
ever since the Chinese civil war, 
the U.S. Central , Intelligence 


is headquarters for the CIA’s vast 
air operations in Asia; The CIA 
base is at Tainan and is run by 
a fi'ont organization called AJr 
Asia, wbicli also has an office in 
dov.’ntown Taipeli. Air Asia .in 
turn is a subsidiary of Aiir Ame- v 



Agency has been deeply involved CJA line which provides 

in this region just south of the supply and transport runs for 
Chinese province with the roman- operations in Laos, Burma, 

tic name of Yunnan, or ‘'Cloudy 'phoitand, Vietnam and Cambodia. 
South” province. In 1949, the^de- its offices in 

feated remnants of Chiang Kai- Okinawa; it is a Delaware corpo- 
shek's army crossed- over into empdoyecs 

: north . Burma and Laos, sei7,cd records as working 

control of lliese outlying areas, 

and began calling themselves the Tainan, in 

Yunnan Anli-Communis^t and Ka- soutliwest Taiwan, was the launch- 
tional Salvation Army. Actually, jj^g- p.^ij-.t for all CIA operations 
they arc the biggest opium deal- tk.e Chii;es-e .mainland, in- 

ers in Southeast Asia and they cU'.di''? ixmacluite drops and rc- 


have been fina^ and ai'med j. 

since L.-i9 by lie , well known to everybody except 

In Laos tne CIA orga^^^^^^^ the American people. ■ 

trainee, and equ-iipcd. the vO.CD.- 

man secret army lea by ben. , , 

• I, ,, ^ , t I U-S. riews media have not men- 

Vang Pao, composed h h eo 

inbesn-ien follov.'ers vdio aie tb^ and -neither has the U.S. 

biggest oinum smugt, ci s^n j ^ government. The Cliinese side has 
east Asia. Bui everybody know, completely silent about them 

that the CIA created this hieo ‘ ' ■ 

military force not only for use in ^ i i- r n c' 

t ■? ,, Any real normalization of U.S.- 

Laos; in Yunnan, there aie 4.a i i n 

China relations demands that all 

mil ion Meo tribesmen who foim 

the most important national min- ^hese .CIA operations be enued-- 
south China and who have China— -and tnat 


ority in south China and who have 
maintained their ties with their 
relatives across the Laos border. 

■ ■2) Tibet and northern Nepal; in 
.1959, when revolt broke out among 
'the Aindo and Khampa tribesmen 
of Tibet, it did not require great 
insight to see the CIA hand involv- 
ed in it. The Khainpas were arm- 
ed. with brend .new U.S. equip- 
ment, including GI fatigue uni- 
forms and thermoboots. Since both 
♦Tibetans and Chinese hate and 
fear the Khampas, the. CIA made 
a' serious political mistake in 
backing them, because everybody 
else allied against them. They did 
get the, Dalai Lama, however, 
nrobably because he is .of Amdo, 
Apt^iO^edoFpr Eifilea9er2l 

in Ciiina. About 20,0C0 Khanijias 


the American people finally be 
told the truth about them in de- 
tail. ■ - 
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By S'rujly Eubin 
■ ■ S‘«j!7 correspondent 0 / 

: The Christkra iicience Mcr.itc 


Be saia Ine inearsions ware made at Lai added “it is inconceivable that this much 


Cuau 11* ine noi thciii tip Oi! ijp.os ano iviuon^ opium could be transported on Arnei’ican 


Sing, also in northern Laos, and that the 
'units moved about 50 to75 kiloineters north 


- • northwest into a large open area touch- 

Tne United States Central Intelligence the town of Lent Sang in Yunam 

Agency “equipped and directed’’ incursions in the People’s .Eepu’olic of China, 

by mercenaries into Chinese territory from 


aircraft v/ithout their superiors knowing it.’’ 

Mr. Mond said he had never personally 
witnessed such shipments. However, ho 
said, that while he was in Bangkok doing 
, .,,... . . research for his study on Thailand “I talked 

Arr. iViOnci saici his iniorrnntion vnas based with several young Air America pilots. They 



. _ _ snviS 

no Americans have crossed the C’"-’-^ese 

border.’’ However, _the CIA recruited ethnic 

Laos and Chinese for the crossings. In ad- reason for his disaffection with American '’''^th the drug problem led him to 

aiaon, he maintains the CIA “directed re- policies the massive Lood of drugs pouring write a letter in April, 1970, to the corn- 


relating this, they had firsiha,nd ]:nowlc-dge." 
The former captain cited as one main V.Tiile in Thailand Mr. Mond’s unhappi- 


counaissance missions and monitored oper- 
ations along, the Chinese horde; ‘ 


Eiitotion.'il speeeli 


Mr. Mond repealed in an interview v/ith 
the Monitor' charges he first aired at a 
foru.m on war 


cut of Lacs into Thailand and- then into the U.S._ ,^rmy Support P’orces in 

hands of American troops. Tnailana m wmen he indicated that be- 

. _ tween 10 and 15 percent of tne junior cnli?t- 

O . ^ on his base used hard dru^s daily. 

.j ^ 2 ^^ initialed a drug- rehabilitation 


Ho charged that the CIA “actively cnccur- program on hi.s base, 
ged the growing of poppies, the f.o’.ver ivorn^ 


Against the V/ar as, part which opium i.s made, by Montagnard tribss- 
of tlie congress last Saturday. men {on the opium rich Plain of Jars) whom 


the agency recruits as mercenaries. 

Pie later qualified this statement by add- 


.r .crimes sponsored by th 
Vietnam Veterans Against 

•e.-ay. 

The tall, oiacli ve'Ler,an ot seven years, 
seven months service who I-eft tlis Army in 
June, 1570, after being wo: 

-—win 
St 

tola the cneering NSA delegates cn Monday added, “But I am sure they don’t discourage 
that he had “made up my mind after a year them. If they cut .off this 'source of inegme, 
of deliberations to disclose this information they would have to support the tribesmen 
because these things were part of an on- far beyond what they are paying them now." 
going philosophy of . . . the executive branch 
of this country.” 



Mr. Mond also charged that the opium is 
- . often flov/n illicitly to major populations in 

••dr. ^Moncl said that about S,C00 Chinese Laos by A.ir America, a private airline said 
were in northern Laos when he was in to be controlled by the CIA. “Opium comes 
ihailand from June, 1269, to June, 1970, and out of the Plain of Jars catch as catch can,” 
that they then controlled the quarter of the he said in an interviev/ v/it’n the Monitor, 
country north of the royal capital Luang “but from Moung Suoi, a major CIA baee 
Prabang. whic.h has an airstrip, ... I am aware that 

The majority were engineers, building a pi-ols would fly it dov/n to Vientiane for 

north-south road from. China to Luang Pra- 

bang. He said “studies indicate” that they ' j 

hoped to push down to Vientiane, the pres- .carry driiga 

ent provisional capital. ^ ■ jje said he “knew” that Air America was 

Chinese infantry units wei'c in Lacs to flying, opium from Vientiane to Udon Thant 

protect the road builders, he added, and on the southern Lao border from where it 
antiaircraft installations were built in Lacs would be. transported to Bangkok and per- 
to protect them. haps on to the United States. He said that 

the base at Udon had one of the biggest drug 
Incitrslons elescrib-efl • .problems of anytl.S. base. 


J 


Tlie incursions v;ere aimed at watching " Mr. Mond said he could not .say whether 
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“Tl'.cir. units arc forinc; 
and non-commissioned offil 
Laos, ; j . . 

1 hey ariive in Laos aboard ClA-siipportcd Air America 
planes from Udorn airbase in northern Thailand. All orders from 
battalioii level down arc i.ssued by 1'hais, the soldiers said. 


C! A "cass officers" • 

“Vang Pao docs not command the Thais, they said, bi 
consulis with Thai officers and the CIA ‘case officers’ wf 


Ily.lvichrii'd E. Ward 

The official emtain of secrecy surrounding 11. S. aggression in 
Laos was lifted slightly with the recent jniblication of a Senate 
subcommittee staff report, “Laos; April 19/1. 

The heavily censored report of the Subcommittee, on U.S. 
Security Commitments of the Foreign Relations Comniittcc 
prcscnled a darkly pessimistic view of U.S. mililary efforts and 
'indicated that the initiative was in tlic hands of the liberation 
forces. The staff report was written by James G. l-owenslein and 
Richard M. Moose, who made an on-the-spot study of U.S. 
activities in l.aos froni April 22 to May 4. • . . . 

“Most observers in J..aos,” they wrote, “say that from llie 
military point of view the 'situation there is growing steadily 
worse and the initiative seems clearly to be in the hands of tlie 
enemy. There arc apparently no plans for retaking and holding 
any of the two-third.s of the country no lon.gcr under government 
control but only a hope, not too firmly held in some quarters, 
that the one-third of Lao territory now under government control 
can continue to be held. Since Lam Son 719,')uoi'c Lao tenitory 
has coi'iic under cnoniy control. 

Lowenstein and Moope' reveal (hat Cl A-sponsored forces, 
fornierly known as the Armce Clandestine, which-. now go by 
ano.lhcx I'lencli tcj'iii, Balaillons Guerriers, have suffered particu- 
larly’ heavy casualties' since 1968 and the Nixon- admini.sliation 
has tried to ma.ke ui) for the losses b.y the introduction of I hai 
“voInntcc)'s”-actually mercenaries. . 

I At a secret June 7 Senate session, when lire icpoi t on Lao.s was 
'discussed. Sen. J. \V, Ful bright (D-Ark’,) and other Senators 
charged that the use of Thai troops constituted a violation of a 
Congrecsional prohibition against U.S. financing ' of outside 
mercenary troops in Laos. An expurgated' version of the June 7 
ses.sjon was published in the. CongiessionarRecord on Aug. 3, the 
same day the staff report was released. ,1 

Thai troops ' ’ 

'• In releasing the i.cport. which also appeared in the Ang.'S 
Congressional Record, Sen. Stuart Symington-l[D--Mo.), chairman 
of the Subcommittee on U.S.. Security Commitments, noted that 
one of (ho aspects of the U.S. “ ‘secret war’ in liaos” that tlie 
executive branch refuses to divulge to the public concerns details 
of arrangcmciUs for using Thai troops. 

The report indicated, however, that the Thai troops are 
recruited in Thailand, -trained and entirely financed by the CJA, 
apparently completely byj>assing the authority of the Royal 
Laotian government in Vientiane. The U.S. claims that the Thais 
arc commanded by ’Gen. Vang Pao, the head of principal 
CTA-mercenary army recruited in Laos, but there is evidence that 
he docs not exercise command over the Thai troops. 

Fulbright stated in the Senate that Thai-generals were secretly 
present in I_.ao5 to head their forces. This was verified in' the Aug. 
9 V/ashington Post by D. H. Ronk, who wrote that the Tliai forces 
were regular units and not “ii regulars,’’ as they were referred to 
in (he Senate report, which waibaseion the lorinincRqgy used by 

the executive AiP{^r9Vi^at]EoiraReJ,e3SBi2Oittf/i0t3/a4a; 

soldiers, Roiik wrote from Vientiane as follows; . 


but 

who 

actually make Ihe decisions. 

“fhe fhai soldiers agree with press reports that there is at least 
one 'J'iuai general in Laos using the code name Nai Caw. This is tlic 
equivalent of John Doc. flic lhai troops say he i.s a lieutenant 
general. ■ . • • 

“Cpde namcs are frequently used by and for Thai troops in 
Laos. . ...Recent visitors to Paksc say that Thai soldiers arc very 
much in evidence in hotels ajid bars. T hey do not v-i^ear Thai army 
markings on their uniforiiis. 

The fact tliat the Thai commander is a lieutenant general, 
usually tlic rank of a divisional commander, is an indic-ation of 
the substantial size of tl;c Thai contingent which the U.S. is 
attempting to keep secret. Fslimates from the press and senators 
.refer to 4S00-600O, with the numbers. increasing, while Pathet 
l,ao sources say that the Thai interventionary forces may total 
10,000 or more. 

The Senate report states that Laotian irregulars under the CIy\ 
had 6873 killed in action from 1968 tlmough April 1971. The 
I 0 .SS&S of Vang Pao’s units in the same period were almost 3300 
dead and more than .5400 wounded. The irregular units now 
totalling 30,000 have suffered catastrophic lo.sscs for their siz.e. 
The figures do not include the lov/or but significant los,ses of the 
Vientiane royal army (also entirely U.S. finujiccd) nor losses from 
sickness and descrlions-thc latter being extremely lugli. The, 
report observes that the military manpower base in Laos “is now 
exhausted. . . .Thus additional mililary manpower can only come, 
from outside Laos.” ' ■’/ . - 


Shi'uinQ stra'isgy? '' - . 

The only possible conclusion is that Washington js again • 
shifting its strategy in Laos. First it attempted to build up the 
Vientiane army for use against the l.ao Patriotic Front (Pathet 
Lao) and that effort failed. Now that Vang Pao’s and other 
ClA-sponsorcd forces from Laos have bce-n decimated, the U.S. 
.apparently hopes to prolong the war with the use of Thai troops. 
It is noteworthy that the ’ITiai commander outranks Vang Pao, 
whose Mco minority troops were considcicd until last year to be 
the backbone of the U.S. military effort in Laos, Because of 
lo.sscs, according to the Senate report. 40 % of Vang Pao’s troops 
arc no longer from the Meo. _ - ' 

Furth.ci' evidence of the difficulties confrpnting the U.S. 
results from a quasi-disintegration of the royal army. Lowcnslcin 
and Moose write . that it has “become increasingly difficull in the 
past year or so to maintain an adequate level of manpower in tire 
Royal Lao Army.” Recruitment, they continue, “is said by some 
to resemble a press gang operation in_\vhieh only those wit Iron t 
political cpnnection end up in tlie Army. We were told that 30% 
of all-new recruits desert.” • . 

I atcr in the report, the authors v/iilc; “Royal Lao Army imils 
arc all controlled by individual military region commanders who 
arc frequently likened to warlords. We were told that Vientiane 
•uithoritics arc thus not at liberty to move them from one region 
to another as the overall mililary situation may fcriuirc. Appar- 
ently each such move requires negotiation with regional author-, 

ebcrHn'.isd 
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fj ' /\\ ‘‘We should, be outraged.’’ J.'airbanR ‘‘about 

^^^4,^.1.:'. ^ ii- 'iW okJ/o the way in. which the military liacl their cap set under 

the argument of secrecy.”, 

HE SAID \¥HrrtNG’S testimony indicated the 
• ' CIA’is able ‘‘to conduct v/ars vrhich in turn pi'oduced 
i'Csi)onGC.s from the People’s Republic (China) without 
' - thG/i-vncfican public knowing about it,” 
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vMES McCartney ■ . ' 

Hc-.-ttlc* AVsshiniitnn rurcrui '• ■ 

WASHINGTON •—The story of clandestine U.S. 
military activities against mainland China has unfold- 
ed here before a joint JIouse-SenaLe committee. 

A foimtcr Chinese, expej't for the State Depart- 
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ment ■ testified that th 
United States, in 20 
years', lias played a I;ey 
role in mounting ‘‘espio- 
nage, sabotage and guer- 
rilla” activities against 
China'.' ' . 


It is not, known w'hcther the United Slate.s is con- 
tinning secret operations ag.a]n5jt China since Presi- 
dent Nixon annovmced plans to visit the RE. 

There liave. been reports that the Nixon Adminis 
tration has ordered a halt to the dispatching of spe- 
cial, CIA- supported teams of Laotian tribesmen into 
China on reconnaissance patrols. 

But Whiting described much more, elaborate ac- 
tivities. ■ • . ■ . . ' 

HE SAID ’illE “SHA3i)OWY involvement” of the 
United States grew rapidly after the Korean War and 
the Geneva Conference of 195d. 



.He identified a Eormosan airline, Civil Air Tj-ans'- 
The witness, Alien S.V port (CAT), as being connected v/ith the CIA. 

'■'xx-.r,' ’xxrUU 

CAT, he said, provided a ‘‘commercial cover”- for 
CIA and. otlicr secret government activities. 


Vdhiting, novv with th 
Center for Chinese Stud- 
ies at the Univei'sity of 
Miehigan, said ‘‘secrecy 
and ccnsor.ship” h a o 


made it impo.ssiblc for the public to know wliat was 
■going on. , ' . . ' , 

He blamed the secret activities for .starting a 
whole, scries of wars in the Far East — and contribut- 
ing heavily to the staib of tlrcAh'etnarn war. 

Whiting’s descriptions are believed to be the 
■mo.st detailed made public of secret activities against 
China mounted by the United States in cooperation 
v/ilb Formosa. • , . 

' , He blamed the U.S.-Taipci efforts for: - \ 

Q Creating crises in the Taiwan. Strait in 1954 
and 1858. ; . ■ • - . 

O Adding -to the flames of a revolt in Tibet in 
1959 . • ' ; , , - • ' 

0 .Heightening -Chinese “alarm” of Indian ad- 
vance.s.on. the Tibetan frontier in 1962, w'hich led to a 
Chincsc-lndian war in lhe fall of ,1962. ' . . 

t . HE SAID THESE-CRISES' “triggmed Chinese 
Communist military 'reactions which, in turn, have 
been used to justify a vast expanse of U.S. military 
bases, alliances and military assistance •programs 
througliout Asia, ostensibly to contain the threat of 
Chinese. Communist aggrcs.sion.” 


J 


These expenditures, he' said, 'have been made 
in response to a nonthreat,” 


These, activities, he said, help to explain China’s 
road-b.uilding activities in northern Laos as well as, its 
efforts to provide anti-aircraft facilities. ■ 


V/hiting’s testimony was praised by John Fair- 
bank, \ylto is director of Harvard UniyGr.srty’s East 
Asian Research Center and considered the nation’s ' . . 
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These included “more than 2,000 overflights of 
3nainland China and Tibet, according to Whiting. 

“The.s’e included “moj o than 2,000 overflights of 
mainland China and Tibet, acco/ ding to Whiting. 

“These were not reconnaissance, but airdrops of 
supplies and possibly men for guerrilla warfare.” ’ ■ 

, IN THE IDGGS, according to. V/hiting, CAT- “gave 
Y, 'ay” to a new “cover.” ‘ . ' , 

It -has been’ called Ghiiia Air Lines, whicli began 
operations in Laos and later mo\’ed to .South Vietnam. 

China Air Line.s ha.s carried out “cFandestinb in- 
telligence operations” as well as “more dangerous 
missions,” AVhiting said. 

He said Forrno.sa has also provided thcheadcjuar- 
ter.s for Air Asia, a subsidiary of Air America, a; ClA- 
operated airline in Southeast Asia. . 

■ HE DESCRIBED AIR ASIA as the^“ojily facility 
in the Far East ■ — excluding Japan — - with modern jet. 
fighter maintenance and overhauJ contracts.” 

“Well over 6,000 combat aircraft were serviced 
there in the fiscal year 1969,” he said. 

China Air Lines, Air Asia and' Air America, he 
said, v.'ork' together to siipimi't U.'.S. attacks in Lao.s 
mounted from bases in Thailand. All, of course, are' 
secret. * ’ ■ ■ • . 
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■=jPIUM growing and heroin markctinji are not new' to 
Asia or thg world. Nor are efforts to control them. 
Yet last month US President Richard Nixon was prompt- 
ed to declare a n-ational emergency in hispuntry, bluntly 
stating: "if we cannot destroy, the drug menace in Ameri- 
ca, tiien it v.'ill surely in time destroy us." America, he , 
admitted, has the highest number of heroin addicts of any 
nation in, the world, although no opium is 
grown there and no heroin processed. "This 
deadly poison," Nixon said, "is a foreign im- 
port". ; :y C- .■ U 

‘-■“ Such words must ring ironically in those 
Asian capitals which are targ-ets of a new inter- 
national effort to stem drug marketing. And 
Peking, forced just over a century ago to open 
its 'borders to foreign trade after attempting to 
prevent Westerners from destroying iu people ; 'V/’ t'f:': 
v/ith the "foreign rnud", now seas the wliool j- 
come full circle. , ' ■ 

■' Recently a UN mission ?.ccom|:>.anied by 
US observers investigated outlets in northern Thailand - 
following charges by Taipei that China devoted 6 rnillion 
acres annually to the production of 10,000 tons of opium 
for oxiaort. It declared China innoceiit of any' involvement 
in Ilia I'lroduction c"' export of opium, heroin or any other 
narcotics. Marshall Green, US assistant s.ecreiary, of state 
for bast Asian and Pacific affairs, did not mention China 
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By T. D, Aiimcirt, Bangkok 

iUTEKOlN addiction among American soldiers in Vietnam 
Jc ha.s finally prompted V/hitc Mouse orders for .US 
missions in Southeast Asia to crack down on drug traffic. But 
these new effoi ts to curb the clandestine trade, in duigs are 
not Ar-ierica’s first incursioir into the murky area of South- 
east Asia’s nrost secret and profitable bu-sincss enterprise. 
Though the exact details :have been well-guarded secrets, 
several US clandestine agencies and a number of allied Asian , 
military leaders have been involved in the traffic for years. 
Until the tragedy of opium and heroin addiction bcg.an to 
strike US soldiers, the reason for American involvement iii' 
the trade was ruthlessly simple.. Opium is a major basis of the 
power wielded by several of the area’s most influential pro- 
American leaders, an.d- US influence with tiiem 1ms depended 
partly on American ability to influence the flow of opium 
within the regjon. ... . 

Tire remote nortliern mountains of Vietnam, l.aos, Thai- 
.land and Burjna are among the world’s prime opium growing 
areas. Tradilionally,- the locaJ warlord, governor or military 
commander has controlled the drug trade for his own profit. 
In their efforts to dominate these regions, Ameiican person- 
nel have become involved in a sordid business that goes back 
to the opium wars of the last century'. 

by a congressional committee if Asian governmcnl officials 


at a July 12 press conforenc-e on the drug problem, lie 
pointed instead to the "golden tt iangle" — ' tbs border 
areas between Burma, Thailand and Laos. . ■ 

. . ' Experts estimate that in this area 1,000 metric tons of 
rav/ papaver sornniferum --. the "opium poppy" — are 
harvested every year, 00% of it in Burma, the remainder in 
Laos and Thailand. Far above the legal limit autiiorissci by 
the UN, th-3 crop realises 30 tons of heroin in 
world markets. The route to such markets Was 
directly througli Rangoon in the years im- 
madiate.Iy following world war II, then 
through Bangkok until 1957, and finally by 
way of Vientiane, Phnom Penh and Saigon. 

The Indochina War, despite creating prob- 
lems of distribution, has not slowed the flow 
of d-'Ligs. Social workers in South Vietnam 
no'W report many of the n-ation's large street 
urchin population are hooked on the cheapest 
foim of opium by-product - a dark watery 
substance' which is heateci and then inject.ed 
into the veins. As Grc-en noted, heroin traffickers need to 
seek new cuslomars as Anrierican troops Itvwe Vietnam.-' 
"The youth of Asia ere a prime target," ha conclu-da-d 
"and this disturbing possibility is beginning to come home 
to Asian leaders". Perhaps th-ey, like their American coun- 
terparts, now realise that if they c!.o hot destroy the drug 
menace, it will surely in time destroy tl'iom. ■ • 
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were involved US 
Attorney' General - 
John Mitchell re- 
plied "the fact of 
the - matter is there 
has been involve- 
ment of government 
officials in some of 
tiicsc countries..- 
'Mitclicll refused to 
name publicly any 
of the - suspected 
figures, but Con- 
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gressnrnn Robert A yppep- 
Steele, a former CIA J 










(Central Intelligence 
Agency) officer who | 
has personally inves- c; 
tioated Southeast ri.t 
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Asian drug trade, 5; 
said a fortnight ago 
the US had “hard 
intelligence” that 
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M'sinr Tdon Viatitions manjuena worket: Tuiknc is 

^ hardest to control in itios, because of in- 

Dzu, commancior of voivement ot tbo top. 

a vital military zone 

in northern South Vietnam was “one of the chief traffickeis 
in heroin in' Southeast Asia”. Although Dz.u promptly domed 

But when similar accusations wore made against Vice Presi- 
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LAOS 

•The Twiiighi- Zone 

The total budget for the Kingdom of 
Laos this year is a paltry $36.6 miliion. 
To fight a war there, the U.S. in fiscal 
‘]971 spent $284.2 million — or $141 for 
every one of the appro.'timatcly 2,000,- 
000 men, women and children under 
government control. (The gross national 
product totals only $66 per capilti.) 

These bizarre statistics are contained 
in a once secret staff report released 
last week by the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee after five weeks of 
haggling with the Administration over 
declassifying its salient points. The fig- 
ures become even more bizarre when 
the cost of air operations — one of the fig- 
ures still classified, but reliably estimated 
at $1.4 billion — is included, bringing 
per capita expenditure up to an in- 
credible $900. The report was compiled 
after a visit to Laos last spring by Rich- 
ard Moose and James Lowenstcin, both 
former Foreign Service ofitcers, who 
arc the commitlcc’s staff experts on 
Southeast Asia. Their findings at least 
partially lifted what Committee Member 
Stuart Symington called “the veil of 
secrecy, which has long kcjit this ‘se- 
cret .war’ in Laos officially hidden 
from the American people.” The study 
also came to the discouraging conclusion 
that despite vast expenditures by tire 
U.S., the milit.'iry situation in Laos 
“is growing steadily worse, and the ini- 
tiative seems clearly to be • in the 
hands of the enemy.” 

War by Proxy. Though the 23-pagc 
document focuses on the clandestine na- 
ture of U.S. operations in Laos, the 
fact is that quite a few nations are in- 
volved in the same way. The reason 
for the secrecy is that none of tlic na- 
tions \vant, to be accused of violating 
Laotian neutrality, vvhicli is guaranteed 
by the Geneva accords of 1962. 

The North Vietnamese have always 
considered Laos vital in their struggle 
to unify Viet Nam. As early as 1953, 
an NVA division invaded Laos and 
slashed all the way to the Mekong. 
The Chinese have been working on an 
extensive road project in northern Laos 
since 1962, with a sizable military pres- 
ence for protection. According to the 
Moose-Lowenstein report, that presence 
has increased from 6,000 two years 
ago to as many as 20,000' today, and car- 
ries with it a concentration of anti- 
aircraft and radar installations, which 
makes the area one of the most heavily 
defended in the world. 

Ihcrc is little doubt that the North 
Vietnamese were the first to violate the 
territorial integrity and neutrality of 
Laos. But for a v^iricty of reasons, in- ■ 
eluding domestic politics, the U.S. never 
responded openly to this situation. In- 


stead, Communist clandestine operations 
in Laos were matched — and often sur- 
passed — by the U.S. and its allies. 

Not all of the secret adventures are 
mentioned in 'the Foreign Relations 
Committee’s report. But they include: 
American bombing missions in northcrit 
and southern Laos from Tlitii air force 
bases in Thailand; probes by U.S. Spe- 
cial Forces teams from South Viet Nam 
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos; 
secret forays into China from north- ^ 
ern Laos by specially trained CIA 
teams (now reportedly halted); the for- 
mation, funding and training by the 
CIA of an irregular army of up to 
15,000 Meo tribesmen; large-scale op- 
erations throiigliout Laos by Air Amer- Y 
ica, tire CIA’s unofficial flag line in 
Asia; and the recruitment, training 
and payment of at least 4,800 Thai vol- 
unteers to fight in Laos. 

The result is a curious war by proxy 
wliosc ]rrotagonists arc the North Viet- 
namese and the American-backed ir- 
regulars. The cost hits been particularly 
heavy for the Mcos. Says .Edgar (•■Pop”) 
Buell, AID coordinator for northeastern 
Laos: “Back in I960 we told the Mcos 
they would only have to hold out for a 
year. They’ve held out for more than 
ten. They’re tired and badly cut up, 
and still we’re telling them to hold out. 
They think it’s lime for someone else 
to do the dying.” 

Heavy Cost. The main argument for 
this costly effort, as Symington pointed 
out last week, is that it “will buy more 
time for Victnamization” hy pinning 
down Nortli Vietnamese troops in Laos. 
Without this cfi'orl, the North Vietnam- 
ese would have unrestricted use of Lao- 
tian supply lines to support their effort 
in South Viet Nam. “But wlrat about 
Laos?” asked Symington. “The United 
States is using the people of Laos for 
its own purposes,- at a startlingly heavy 
increased cost to our taxpayers in mon- po 
ey, and to the Lao people in terms of do- ■ 
stroyed hopes, destroyed territory, and 
destroyed lives.” . . 
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Saigon L?)-- A in c r i c a n s 
cljarged with the ta;;k o£ com- 
batting the heroin traffic in Viet- 
nam fine! themselves v.'it'n few 
•real wcaitciijs for a fight that is 
only now beginning. 

“We didn’t give a damn about 
the. drug business as Jong as 
only Asians irere using the 
stuff,” commented an American ' rilnning'for'jll^^rAnd’the Ihiih 

inuOQficiT’Mr iT"! *‘7vrni.' 1 , ,,, , , , . : 

eci iSlate.s has even become in- 


Ihe narcotics pipeline run by a! 
Clnne.se ring that buys tlic raw' 
opium in the hills and jiays off 
all down the lino, from the time 
the black gum is procc‘.sscd info 
.heroin (o its being, .sold in tiny 
plastic vials to Gi's on tiie 
sli'ccts of Saigon. 


“But then what we will end up 
With is rules, just rule.s,” com- 
menled a U.S, offjciol iu Vienti- 
ane. “Now who is going to en- 
force them?’’ 

American officials say that a 
conceded police’ effort 'in Laos 
could run (o groisnd ti'.e Chinese 


ihe huge profits o, the racket operating the procc, 5 siiig plants, 
have licpi. the narcotics pipeline, and the dealers. But this would 

I'linninff fm* ■wr'i>rc And fncx I 1 . _ . . 1 . . . 


investigator in Saigon. "I’voVf 
that American GI's are liitting 
heroin we just don’t have 


; volvcd in it temporarily tor po- 
iiilical reasons. 


enough hard facts to adequately! “whvrin the mid-GO’s when 


crack down.’’ 

12,000 To 21, m Users 
In the first three months of 


the 


be a massive task involving re- 
training, the police and breaking 
up a century-old way of life. ^ 
And. in i-iangkok, Americans 
- , , ,, , v,- ,1 flint tlie Thais just do not 

wardisrupmcHhetraGitiona j have the police lesources to 

haulage louics, lue _CI/\ on.ered^^joY-ote to a realistic drug-sap- 
Air America to assist the loyarfi ‘ 


; tbi.s year-: United States military j hlco tdbasmeu by flying theiri|*^"Tdm-,,tf°|^ ^ nv-iV..- Umr- 
I aulhoritits apprciiended 1,031 ^ opiuin crops to Lao colkA:tiiigd(rans,ship,neut point to"viel.fanf 
users, nearly the same number ; points,” commented one Amen- o Uonp; Xong and Singapore, but’ 

Thai police^ must give priority to 


as they had taken in the whole can involved in. drug .sujiprcs- 
■ of Ki/'O. The estimate of Gf sion in Vientiane. “Th, at fact can 
drug-nser.s ranges from l?.,C-tiO ioj be documented. The CIA have 
as many as 37,000 of the epuar-j since got out of the busine.;s.” 
_ler-million-man American force- what tlic United States finds 
in \ietnam. ^ ^ 

Amcrican.s in Thailand sayi warn GI'.s against drug usa.gc, 
that even tliougli fiic death pe.n-i Uicn to treat those addicted, and 
ally for opium pi’cees.sing has| forcefully prevail upon the Vict- 
becii in effect for 10 years, i namese gvwcrnmenl to toughen 
tiriigs roll through that country I the weak narcotics siippre.ssioii 
in ton lots past border chock-| 

Thicu obliged’ this 

, ! ij "’eek with a bill inslitnling the 

mm-e the shipments on to Viot-i^ ■ .. . . 


|i death penalty for imjiorters and 

, . . 1 peddlers belonging to organized 

And in Laos, a major groiving,'ij.;,,t,„ 

colliding and processing arca;| 'Xmerican officials in Laos 

foi the Vietnam lie.ae, Anieri-p |,f,yg jjj.jp-, j (jj.-j.y „p Rbj’itijcif, 
cans aie shaking their heads III: fjijpjiy outlaws opium growing 

I'hllil smoking, andtiiis is expect- 

hi? • fm u demanded j, j^, I 

by theVl iLelloibe. National .Assembly. 

Senior Lao generals have been' 
named as being incriminated in 


fighliiig Communist insurgents 
in the countryside. 

Overinying Ilia whole suppre.s- 
sion problem is the lolerance 
among Avsiairs loivnrd dnigiS, 
and the integral place live nar- 
cotics' business occupies in th-e 
tradiliono! patterns of siiiiig- 
gling in Southeast Asia. 

“To cffeclively stamp out her- 
oin, we would have to change 
ihe economic patterns of Asia. 
The governments of Laos, Thai- 
land and Soulh Vietnam are run 
by officials wiio arc required to 
scoop out large doses of ca.sh 
from (he system to buy alic- 
gianee and pay political fa- 
vmy,’’ said a U.S, official with 
ong cxjiej'icncc in Vietnam. 

“At this stage of lii-e game, 
with AmeriCtiiis getting out of 
Vietnam, we have Ics.s leverage 
than- ever bei’orc. Maybe the 
only way to handle Ih-e problem 
is to pay officials the cash they 
would lo.se in cutting out the 
drug traffic, and I doubt the 
U.S. Congress would go along 
with that,” he added.. 
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By JEKOME CAHIlX 

WasJihigtoJi, Aug. 11 _(New.s Bureau)— The United 
States .and tiie Chinese Nationalists for 20 years laiinelscd 
e-spionage, .sabotage and guerrilla forays against Coi:umu- 
ni.st Chin.n. from Cliiang Kai-shek’s island ba.stion of Tai- 
wan, a former State Department official told Congress to- 
day, 


Q 


Allen S. Vv'hitiiic-^ ])]'ofcfisor of 
politic;'.] science nt the University 
jof Michig'iin, who served in the 
Ktuic. Dep.ai'traoiil’s lUirear. of 
Intclliacneo and in tlie U.S. Con- 
sulate in Fong- Fong from 19C1 
to 19G8, said tlie covert oncr.a- 
tions included siipjport of the ill- 
fated uprising; in Tibet in 10.59. 

Increased sVfter Korean Vvar 

Whiting srtid Ainoiica’s ‘'sha- 
do-.vy involvement” iii the clan- 
de.slijic operations grew .slFadily 
after the Km-ean war and the 
X9K4 Geneva Conference. He' said 
they ti-igg-ercd the Formosa 
St)-ait crises of IS.j-l and 1958 
and lielpod set the sta£.;o for the 
Sino-India war in 19G2 along the 
'Tibetan frontier. 

. Testifying- before a suhcoiinnit- 
iee of the Senate- lloi.isc Joint 
Econoinic. Connnittec, Vv'hiting 
Baid the publication of tlie I’cn- 
tag-qn paj-ici-s )ij-ovidcd partial 
documentation of the operations 
particularly U._S. and Nationalist 
Cln'ncsc -o-vcrflights of mainland 
China. . . ■ 

Quoting from a tbp-socrcl mem- 
orandum from Brig. Gen. Ed\\-ard 


lainsdalc to Gen. Jlaxwell Taylor, 
Whiting said a Nationa.list Clii- 
nesc airline called Civil Air 'Trans- 
port carried out ‘'more, tlian 200 
overflights of mah-iland China 
an<l Tibet.” In addition, the line 
p)-ovided aircraft for an abortive 
CIA effort to ovc-rlhro-w the Su- 
k.nvno regime in Indonesia in 1958, 
and helped transport sabotage 
teams into X'oi-tli A’ictnam as 
early as 1054, ti-.e witness said. 

Airline Linked to Cl.-'t 

In 1960,- AVhiting told the sub- 
committee,^ a new Taiwan-based 
airhno, China Air Lines, came in- 
to 'Deing,_ anci engaged in “clan- 
ck'stins in'iclligon.-rio opci-ation.s” 
as well as commercial flights to 
Laos and Vietnam. He linked the 
an-linc to the CTA.-backed Aiir 
America, which raided Korthern 
Laos in the course of the CIA'.s 
“secret war in Laos.” 

.At times, ho said, tiie bombers 
strayed over the bender, hitting 
mainland Chinese icn-ilory. Thi.s 
may explain “much of I’cking’.s 
expanding military presence in 
road constriictiou and antiaircraft 
activities in Northern Lao! 3 ,” he 
went on. 
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By JEKOME CAKILL 

Wf'.shington, Aufr. 11 _(Ne\VS Bureau) --The UHitccl 
States aucl Die Chinese Nationalists for 20 years launciicd 
espionage, sabotajTe and guerrilla forays against Coipmu- 
nist China, from Cliiang Ifai-sliek’s island bastion of Tai- 
wan, a. former State Department official told Congress to- 
day. 


^ yiloii S. Vv'liiiiiit-;, i>rofcssor of 
■ political .scionco at tljo University 
jol jMie.hig'aii, who scJ'ved in the 
Slate Department’s Diireau o.f 
Intollip'oiT.’o and in the U.S. Con- 
sulate in Kong Kong from 19GJ. 
to 19GS, said the covert opera- 
tions included support ot the. i!l- 
taled uprising in Tibet in tOhO. 

Increa.scd After K orean Vvar 

Vv'hitir.g said .A-inerica’s “sha- 
dowy involvement” in the clan- 
destine operations grow sfeaclily 
after the Koroani wai' and the 
J.9b'4 Geneva Conference. He said 
they triggei-cd the Formosa 
Sti-ait criiics of lOot and 195S 
and helped set the slaf;e for the 
Sino-India war in 190” along the 
'.'Tibetan frontier. 

. 'restifying before a subcommit- 
tee of the Senate-House Joint 
Economic Committee, Whiting 
said the publication of the Pen- 
tagon pajiers jn’ovidcd partial 
clocunnontation of tlic opjc-rations, 
particularly U. S. and Nationalist 
Chinese -overflights of maiiiland 
China. . 

Quoting from a top-secret mcm- 
crandum from Brig. Gen. Edward 



L-ansdalc to Gen. Waxwell Tayloi', ‘ 
VJhiling said a Nationalist Clii- 
nenc aarlinc called Civil Air 'Trans- 
port cairi-ed out “more than 200 
overflights of mainland China (/ 
and Tibet.” ]r. addition, the lino 
provided aircraft for an abortive 
CI.A effort to overthrow the Su- 
karno regime in Indonesia in IG.eS, 
and lic'ljicd tramsport sabotage 
teams into Xortli Vietnam as 
early as 19.5-1, the witness said. 

Airline Linked to CIA 

Tn 1900,' V/hiting told the .snb- 
commitU'e,_ a new Taiwan-based 
airline, Chin<a .‘\.ir Lines, came. 
to being, and engag-od in “clan- 
destine intelligence operation.s” 
as well as commercial flights to 
Laos and Vietnam. He linked the 
airline to the CL-V-backed Air 
America, which raided Northern 
Laos- in the course of the CIA’s 
"secret war in Laos.” 

•At times, he said, the bombers 
strayed over the border, hitting 
mainland Chinese territory. This 
may explain "mnch of Peking’s 
expanding military presence An 
road construction and antiaircraft! 
activities; in Northern Laos,” he. 
went. on. 
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i::' : ■ 'By D; E; Bonk";; 

f .speclai to'rhe V/ssliinBcin Post ■ ' 

/ ; VIENTIANE, Laos, Aug. 8 
J I — Thai soldiers serving with 
'Jthe CIA-supported irregular' 
iforces in Laos say they arei 
.'regular army troops of Thai-: 
‘land, asked to accept special 
lassignmeut in all Thai battal- 
dons, ; _ . 

Their assertion contradicts R; 
Senate Foreign Ilelalionsl 

'Cominittec staff report made 
■public last week. The report, 
/ prepared by Committee staff 

/ members James G. Lowen- 

stein and Fiichard M. Moose 
referred to Thai troops in 

Laos as “irregulars.” 

■ Heavily censored in most of 
its references to Thais serving 
in Laos, the report said the 
Thai fighting men “are re- 
cruited for service in I.aos 
,'from outside the regular Thai 
army.” / ; 

Speaking to a reporter, sev- 
eral Thai soldiers said they 
were asked to accept an as- 
signment in ]..aos after the ad- 
vantages, of such service were 
e-vplainecl. They have the op- 
tion .'of refusing, they said. 
j According 'to the Lowcm 
\ stein-Moo.sc .report,, “the. CIA 
supervises and pays .for the 
training of these irregulars in 
Thailand and provides their 
salary, allowances (including 
death benefit.?), and-.- -opera- 
tional costs in Laos.” 

Their units are formed in 
Thailand with Thai commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned 
officers and are given special' 
training for Laos. 

j ' They arrive in Laos aboard 

/ CIA-supported Air America 

planes from Udorn airbase in 
Northern Thailand., All ordci's, 
from the battalion level down, 
arc -issued by Thais, the sol- 
diers said. Only at the vei'y 
top, with Gen. Vang Pao, the 
Mco commander of Laos Mili- 
tary Region Tv.m, and the 
CIA’s Armeo Clandestine, is 
there interference with the 
Thai chain of command, they 
said. 

Vang Pao does not com- 
mand the Thais, they said, but 
consults with Thai officers 
find the CIA “case offictws” 

sfons. 


The 'J’hai soldiers agree with 
press reports that there is at 
lca,st one Thai general in Laos, 
using the code name Nal Caw. 
I'hi.s i.s the equivalent of John 
Doc. The Thai troops say he is 
1 lictenant genei'al. 

Code name.s ru-c fvoquenlly 


Cheng. At Long Cheng, llm 
unit was engaged in defense 
pf that lieaclquai'tcrs. The 
Thais fought in one “heavy” 
battle in a. sector call “Sky- 
line” by U.S. personnel. 

Shortly before the fall of 


STATINTL 


used by and for Thai troops in Bolovcns Plateau iu_soulh- 

r,aos. Reliable sources in Thai- ren Lao.s to North Yistnainese ' 

land sav that until recently all I forces last May the Tind bat- 

wounded Thais treated in tlie.italion was flown to L’bon Air 

TT.-. 1 *1. 1 « Thailand then to 

US liosnL'al at Ufioin An ^ i 

AP.o. jivyoi_.L CJ.I cj.^, v/ rPolrcrv whorrs v.'’r>vA air- 


were liEtcci as John Doe One, 
Two, 'Three, etc. to hide their 
national o,rigins.. 

At present the troops say, 
there are 10 or 12 Thai battal- 
ions in Laos, or about 4,G00 
men. O.'wo Thai battalions arej 
at Pakse, in southern Laos,; 
and “about ten” in northern! 


r Base in Thailand then to 
Pakse, wliere they were air- 
lifted to the vicinity of Ba' 
Houei Sai, on the Bolov-cns 
Plateau. 

i As -a result of Ih.o Hanoi of- 
fensive, th.ey withdrew to 
Pakse. The soldiers sand they. 
I are not deeply involved in the 
j current counter offensive to 
,: recapture the Bolo’vens, 


Laos, with headquarters _ at;, jioine of them are used 


Long Cheng, the soldiers .said. forward air guides, relaying 
Reliable sources in Bangkok j bombing targets from ground 
'say, moreover, lliat another i to air. 


Thai artillery battery has ei- 1 Recent visitors to Pakse say 
ther just entered I.aos or ’ the Tliai soldiers arc very 
shortly will, accompanied by ; much in evidence in,, hotels 


Ian American major. The U.S.-and bars. They do not wear, 
officer is to advise thein onl.'pjmi army markings on their 
the operation of unfamiliar uniforms and tlic soldiers say: 


equipment, believed to be aim- 
ing devices. 

Official U.S. sources deny 
knowledge of such a unit, that 
.an American officer has been 
given such an assignment, and 
that a new' Araci-icaii officer 
'ha.? arrived or is expected, 
even 'on temporary duly. 

The Bangkok' sources s’ay 
-the officer w'ill be traveling on 
a civilian passport .and in civil- 
ian clothing.. 

A Thai soldier now sta- 
tioned in Pakse outlined the 
sequence of events in his as- 
signment to Laos. Returning 
to Thailand from duty in 
South Vietnam, he said, he 
was, sent for advance training, 
in Tliailand following a SO-day 
leave. He was told the training 
was. for assignment to Cam- 
bodia, lie said. 

^ . Following the training, he 
' was told his assignment was. 
changed to Laos, hut that he 
could refuse to go and remain 
in Thailand. 

After the pros and cons were 
explained he decided to accept 
land became a volunteer. 


they carry no idenUifcalioh. 
on orders from their officers. . 
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;By D. E, Eonl: 

Special to The Washiiistor. Post 

VIENTIANE, Laos, Aiig. 
C — The role of Air America, 
a private contractor provid- 
ing ^ special air transport 
services to the U.S. govern- 
^ment in Soutlieast Asia, is 

• 'reverting to a more speciific 
clandestine nature in Laotian 
' operations. 

“The company is strictly a 
paramilitary operation 
again,”, following its loss of 
n “rice drop.” contract in 
competitive bidding recen-.. 
tly, says one source close 
to the company. “It is mov- 
ing back to its original role.” 

Air America lost the sup- 
ply contract to Continental 
Air Services, another con- 
tractor in Southeast Asia, 
blit will continue transport 
7 services to the Royal Lao- 
tian Arjny, Vang Pao’s CIA- 
supported clandestine army 
and other, more secret U.S. 
government o!)erations in 
Laos. 

Until recently. Continen- 
tal and Air America shared 
the service as logistics links 
to U.S.-supported forces 
Scattered in tiio mountains 
north and east of the Me- 
kong basin, dropping them ■ 
food, -arms and ammunition 
from Vientiane, Luang Pra- 
bang, Longclieng or ' Thai- 
land’s Udorn Airbase. 

Foodstuff dropping lias 
come to be called “rice 

• drops” because the double- 
bagged, half-filled sacks of 
rice, free-falling to outposts, ' 
makes up the bulk of the 
supplies. U.S. government 
sources say 60 tons are 
dropped daily. 

Air America’s helicopters, 
short takeoff and landing 
planes and heavy ' cargo 


planes will continue to pro- 
vide _ such services, but, ac- 
cording to the sources, com- 
pany' operations will be Jess 
open to tlic public than be- 
fore because of the nature 
of the 'cargo and its destina- 
tions, Most strategic cargo 
moved to the mountains of 
I^aos Is moved by Air Amer- 
ica. 

Most air mobile military 
operations conducted in 
Laos, particularly in the 
northern sector, rely ■ on 
Air America and its veteran 
pilots — most of wiiom, 
though civilians, have com- 
bat o.xperiencc. 

In recent weeks troops 
and material both for Gen. 
Vang Pao’s curi'ciit Plain of 
Jars offensive, 100 miles 
north of Vientiane, and for 
' the Bolovens Plateau offen- 
sive ^east of Pukse in south- 
ern 'Laos, were ferried by 
Air America. The operations, 
could not continue without 
the company’s planes and 
helicopters. 

The airline was created a.s ■ 
a paramilitary air force fol- ^ 
lowing Vi’orld V’ar II being 
built around former combat • 
pilots, the most flamboyant 
of them from Gen. Claire 
Chennault’s Flying Tigers 
which operated in Asia. 

Some of the original 
Flying Tigers remain with 
the company, as do former 
Army Air Corps pilots from 
the European theater. ' i 
The majority today, hoiy- I 
ever, are U.S. Air Force vet- 
erans of the Korean and | 
Vietnam wars. 

Originally a liighly secret 
service. Air America became 
famous during the earlier 
days of the Vietnam war 
and gradually became a fea- 


ture of UlS, government op- 
erations in volatile areas, 
the bulk of its work being 
cargo and pas.5engcr trans- 
port. sClnndestine operations 
continued, inciuding pilot- 
ing T-28 bombers in Laos 
and search and rescue mis- 
sions, according to the Pen- 
tagon Papers. 

Continental Air Services 
entered cargo hauling for 
the government in competi- 
tive bidding, along with 
smaller companies, allowing 
and forcing Air. America to 
revert to its earlier paramil- 
itary role. 

Local sources note a re- 
cent management and gov- 
ernment program to I'cas- 
sert security consciousness 
among the airlines employ- 
ees under threat of revoking 
their security clearances 
and hencC' their clearance, 
to fiy for the company. Ac- 
cording to the sources, re- 
cent breaches of security 
have led to a general 
shakcup. 

Air America is also revert- 


ing to use of Asian co-pilots 
on its less sensitive missions 
and on smaller planes. For- 
mer Nationalist Chinese co- 
pilots still with the company 
are being retired, and re- 
placements taken from a 
small training program for 
Lao and Thai pilots con- 
ducted by the company for 
the U.S, government. 

Use of such co-pilots is 
said to be a financial saviiig 
for the company and also, 
creates a pool of pilots for 
local aviation. Most of the 
new co-pilots will be “volun- 
teers” of Thai origin passing 
as Laotian, according to 
sources. 

Sources say, however, that 
the larger cargo planes will 
retain .'Iraerican co-pilots be- 
cause of the greater skill 
needed to fly them and the 
secrecy of many of the mis- 
sions, particularly troop and 
war material movements. 

“Asians have a low secu- 
rity conciousness quotient,” 
says an American govern- 
ment official. 


« 




Approved l^or Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900100001-4 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R0 


. STATINTL 


PHILADELPHIA, PA.' 
BULLETIN 



E ~ 634,371 
S - 701,743 

tap . , 

CIMbIqs, Opium Mkh ObsmeLms Town 


H 






By, ARNOLD ABRAMS , 

Special to The Bulletin 

Ban ITouei Sai, Laos ■— It 
is not on any travel agent’s 
list, and has no tourist facil- 
ities,; yet some of the most in- 
teresting things in Southeast 
Asia are • happening in this 
nondescript Laotian town. 

Ban Houei Sai, is rugged 
mountain country about 225 
miles .northwest of Vientiane, 
is a key center for the re- 
gion’s opium traffic, as well 
as a major base area for CIA- 
dirccted intelligence oper- 
ations in northern Laos. 

, The two operations arc not 
exclusive. Two ostensibly pri- 
vate charter airlines — Air 
Amei'ica and Continental Air 
Scrvicc.s — reportedly have 
been carrying both opium and 
intelligence agents passing 
through town. 

The airlines, chartered e.x- 
clusivcly by the U.S. Govern- 
ment and known unofficially 
as the “CIA Airlines,’’ still fly 
intelligence operatives. 

They presumably have 
cracked down on opium, trans- 
port, however, because of 
Washington’s current cam- 
paign against narcotics traf- 
fic. 

The opium comes from the 
Burma-Laos-Thailand border 
area, know'n as the “golden 
triangle” because its annual 
output of , about 700 tons of 
raw opium constitutes about 
. half of the world’s total sup- 
ply: v- /L. ' . . P 


. UP 

'Ik 

The produce is carried here 
by former Nationalist Chinese 
soldiers who have been 
opiurn-running in the tri-bor- 
der area for the past two dec- 
ades. . ■ . 

The longtime director of 
opium flov/ in thus area has 
been Gen Ouan Rathikoun, 
former commandcr-inmhief of 
tlis Laotian army. 

Quan retired from the- army 
recently after being named as 
. a key drug operative by Rep. 
Robert Sl&e (D-Conn), who 
conducted a ^ wide-ranging 
study of narcotics traffic in 
Asia. 

The Laotian commander re- 
portedly has been shipping 
pphmi from Bairflouei .Sai to 
Vientiane via Air America 
and. Continental Air vServices 
— in effect, having American 
taxpaj^ers foot the bill for his 
illicit activity. 

The opium is either pro- 
cessed in the I.aotian . capital 
or distributed for proces.sing 
■ in Saigon, Bangkok or Hong 
Kong. , .** _ 

American-directed intelli- 
gence aclivitie.s here are de- 
signed to assess capabilities 
and forecast future fnoves of 
■ , hostile, forcc.s in Laos. 

‘Those forces include' Com- 
munist Pathet Lao and North 
Vietnamese troops, as y.'ell as 
an cstirnaled PSfOOO Commu- 
nist Chinese personnel build- 
ing roads in northern areas. 

Peking’s aims in this 
...strange., country have long 


been a 'mystery to American 
analysts. Recent intelligence 
reports suggest that the Chf- 
nesc construction projects are 
designed to bolster China’s 
border defense and facilitate 
the sending of supplies to 
Hanoi. 

It has been suspected, how- 
ever, that the roads also arc 
dc.signed to aid Communist-'- 
led insurgents in Thailand and 
Burma. 

The spy teams gathering 
such information consist of 
specially trained Americans 
(former servicemen no'w em- 
ployed by the CIA), Lao com- 
mandos and hilltribe troops. 

Operating from bases 
around Ban Houei Sai, they 
arc equipped with the latest 
snooping devices, including 
portable radar and sta.rscopcs 
that allow high visilrility at 
. night. 

Seven such teams report- 
edly are operating out of this 
area. They combine, long- 
range patrolling with^ periods 
of observation in which they 
map enemy supply traffic and 
troop movements. 

The work is dangerous; al- 
though U.S. officials in Vien- 
tiane refuse to discuss such 
■ matters, there have been re- 
liable reports of ambushed 
patrols and overrun bases. 

Some teams, operating from ' 
an outpost north of Ban Houei 
Sai, also engage' ,in patrols 
that penetrate as far as sever- 
al hundred miles into south-. 


err, China's, Yunn-an Province, 

, 1 1 li 0 u g h C) A-clirocte;t, 

Ih-.'jre teams do not have 
','\nie:icai’. members; they are 
co:i,'.pDS''d of hill tribesmen 
whose ethnic .slock is preva- 
lent in south Chiiu. 

Sc'\’eral teams have been 
captured in Chinese territory 
duri'ic rccejit years, but U.S. 
otfici.Vis in I.abs discount the 
poss'ib'litv -Of these forays 
damag'iig the developing rela- 
tions between V.'ashington and 
Peking. y. T' 
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By GKX); OrSBf 
VJ aihin'jion bureau o! The Sun 

Wa.'ihington— Tlic CIA spenl 
more than $’100 inillicin last yoar 
on ?. senrel v-ar in Laos-, nsinsi, 
iiTcguIni' Lao forces bolstered | 

; by a large contingent -of Tliji 
Imcrcenarics. 

: This w;is one. of the conclu- 
sions to be drawn froni a staff 
report released yesterday by a , 
Senate subcommittee 0)1 Unitedj 
States agreements and commit- 
incnls abroad. 

The top secret report was 
heavily censored by the I’cnta- 
/ gon. the Stale Department amd 
SI the O'iitral Intciligencn Agency, j 
but what remained ivas the ino.st 
detailed accciint so far of U.S. 
operations in Laos, where, ac- 
I cording to some senators, the! 

I U.S. is spending more than ?1 
(billion a year. 

■y j Brunt Of 'Fighting 

1 By not following previous poli- 
cy of deleting all references to 
the CIA, the administration foi’, 
;the first time ackno'v.'ledged thO| 
tagcncy’s direct; support and su-' 
pervision of tlie guen-illa war- 
fare being waged by Lao ii'regu- 
lar forces, which, accoi'ding to 
the report, are carrying the 
brunt of tlie figliting against the 
Communists. 

Tiic report was pj'cpareci by 
two members of the subcoiiimit- 
j tee staff, James G. Lowenstein 
and Ricliarcl M. Moose, after a 
12-day tour of I.aos la.st spring. , 
Its contents were reported to the | 
Senate last month in a secret' 
. • session, and Senator Stuart ; 
Symington (D., Mo.), the sub-j 
committee channnan, made pub- j 
' lie a “sanitized’' version ye.stcr- 
day. • . 

. U.S. Spent ?.2M.2 Miliioii 

; • Excluding the amount spent 
I on U.S. air operations in Laos 
■ and the cost of the Thai merce- 
naries, the report said, the U.S. 
spent $254.2 millioji in that coun- 
try in fiscal 1971. 

Of this amount, $]G3.2 million 
i\va.s in military assistance and 
|$o2 million in economic aid. This 
ilcavc.s $70 million unaccounted 


I was deleted. However, subcorn-' 
Imit'ec sources made it clear 
■ That there was I'io other program 
'To which the money could have 
gone. 

The sources noted, moreover, i 
that. Vi'illiam ?. Rogers, the Sec-V! 
retary of Slate, has stated pub- 
licly that the total U.S. e:qiendi- 
ture in Laos for fi;',cal 1971r— ex- 
cluding the cost of the. bombing 
— wa.s $350 minion, 'ibis would 
place I'le cost of tire Thai mer- 
cenarie.s at about $65 miliion for 
the year. 

; $371 Milliou For 1972 

Soin-e of tliis SCO million is 
account.rid for by in 

the military aid program, but 
conridcrably less liian hall, ac- 
cording to siibcommittce 
sources. 

The budget for fiscal IS7'2. oc-^ 
cording to the report, totals 53/4 1 
million foi- mililary assistance, | 
;ecor.oniic aid and . the CI A. | 
Again, the -amount aHolled for [ 
the Thai forcc.s or U.S. air opar- ; 
atien.s is not included in this 
fig-are. _ , ' 

The report said that U.S. aii' 
operations in Laos were declin- 
ing because some squadrons are 
Ibeing transferred out of South- 
east Asia and also because more 
aircraft arc being used in Cam- 
ibodia. 

D-52 Raids Increased 
In 1839, the report said, the 
U.S. was flying about 400 .sorties 
a day. In April of this year, the 
level was dean to about 340 sor ' 


tics a day. Because of the de!c-| ; 
tion.s, the report did not give tlie; . 
breakdown betweeii missions i 
flown over northern Laos and ; 
the Ho Chi Minh trail. , , ; 

The report noted, however,; 
that the U.S. had increased the' 
level of B-G2 r.aids over northern 
Laos since last year, allliough 
the comparative figures were 
censored. B-52 boinber.'i are 
used for high-allitude saturalion 
bombing. ■ 

As for - the ground war, the 
report said “friendlyforc.es'’ to- 
taled about 86,000 men, but that 
the regular forces arc used al- 


fense.’’ The irrcguhir.s, spon- 
sored by the CIA, do most of the 
day-to-day patrolling, ambush- 
ing and attacking, the report 
jSaid. 

^ About 4, $C0 Thais 

Tlie ii'rcgular forces are com- • 
Ijosocl of 30.000 indigenous ti'oops 
- including a large contingent pl 
Meo irihesmcn--arid Thai mer- 
cenaries. The number of 'Jiiai 
force.? was deleted, but senatoi'E 
Iiavc said they numbered about 
4,800. 

The report said tire CIA .super- 
vises and pays foi' Ih.e training 
of Thai recruits in Thailand and 
their transports them to Laos by 
Air America, airolher CI.A-fi- 
nanced operation. 

Once in L.ao.s, the Thais join 
the Lao irregular forces, which 
according to the report, arc. 
“trained, equipped, supported, 
advised, and to a great extent, 
organised by the CIA.’’ 

■ ' More Cluiic.se 
The report also .stated that the 
number of Ciiineso forces in 
nortliwestern L-aos has been. in- 
creased from 6,090 to 0,Cil0-an 
estimate given two years ago— 
to somewhere between 14,900 to 
20,000. 

Chinese forces are in north-, 
western Laos o.stcnsibly to build, 
a road, hut tlic report said ihsyj 
have recently in.sl ailed 300 newj 
radar-directed, anti-aircraft ! 
weapons along the route. 

The Chinese also have built 12^ 
small-arms firing ranges, nor-j 
mrdly associated with the sla-i 
tioning of ground troops, as welii 
as 63 basketball courts, the re-; 
port said. ' 

While the area occupied by 
the Chinese Is off limits to U.S. 
bombers, the 3'cport said, the 
Itoy;rI Laotian Air Force 1ms 
bombed the area rd least twice. 
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:y' — , the regular lorccs me u.i.eu m- 

. leave, s $70 nmlion unaccounted , pteluTvclv for “static de- 
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CoIcA. Says It Mt€dM:aht&'i’‘orce of SOfiOO m Laos^ 


ny 50i)N W. FrNNKV 

Spcclftl to D'he New Yor'u Tlrj\cii 

WASrjJNGTON. Au[!. 2— The 
Nixon Administistion acknowl- 
;cdE(^d today, Ihrourd* f*- Senate 
suiicommittee staff report, tliat 
Hie Central Intelligence Agency 
v/as rnaintaining a 30,000-inan; 
"irregular” force now fightiiig' 
throughout most of Laos. | 

Many news articles in rccentj 
yeans have described C.I.A.l 
sponsor.ship of an irregular 
army in Laos. However, thCj 
subcommittee report rcpre-| 
scnlcd the first, lime .that the 
agency pulTicly and officially 
cprifirracct its inilitiiry activitii’s 
in Laos. TJie report indicated 
that the use of the irregular 
unit.s in Laos was 'more wide- 
spread than liad been indicated 
in the news accounts. 

The force hat; liecornc "th.c 
main cutting edge” of the Royal 
Laotian Army, according to the 
'repO! t, and has been supple- 
mented by Thai ‘'volunXccr.s” 
recruited and p.aid liy Ihc C.LA. 

Thd agency’s involvement in 
a sectet tear in Laos wa.s final- 
ly confirmed officially in a staff 
report prepared for the Senate 
Foreign Relations subc.ommittee 
on foreign commitments by 
James G. Lowenstein and Rich- 
ai'd . M, Moose, two former 
Foreign Service, officers wlio 
made an inspection trip to Laos 
in' April, A vension of their 
report, once classified top 
secret, v/a.s made public today 
after clearance by the C.I.A, 
as well as the State and De- 
fen.se Departments. 

Publication of the detailed 
23-pagc report marks the formal ' 
acknowledgement of ihe scci'eti 
‘ war -that the United Stcotes 
has been, conducting in Laos 
ever since the breakdowm of 
the 1902 Geneva accords, which 
were supposed to re-establish 
, the neutrality of th’at country. 

In making public tiro report, 

' Senator Stuart . Symington of 
, Mis.souri, the. subcommittee 
chairman, said: “It is an en- 
couraging' .sign that the execu- 
tive branch has finally agreed 
that much of the United State.s 
Government has been doing in 
Laos may now bo made public. 
The veil of. secrecy vvhich .has 

Approve 


long J:cpt thus" secret, war 


Laos officially hkldot frozn the P' 


j economic aid plus tho C.I.A, 
m (.-.^viecLcd to 


now 


come to S374-rnillion i-ri th-e. cur- 
been rent fiscal year. At that level, 
the j'cport ob.sorvet'L the cost 
w.'li bo nrore than three times 
a.s large as it v/as in fiscal 38G7 
and ku-iimes as largo as v/hen 
United States as.si, stance began 
nine years ago. 

Not included in these esti- 
coi'itpo.sitio.n and command ar-| m:',te,s vrere the co.sts of Unitcp.i 
vrlnJernenis of the Tliai forccs Operations rn 


American peop’c has 
partially lifted. ” 

.Senator Symington com- 
pla lined, however, that llie ex- 
cculive branch was still re- 
fusing to make public "cerlain 
truths concerning the nature. 


rangcmcnls of the 'i'liai forces 
in Laos.” The information th 


(Orihorn L.aos, in srippoit Of tho 
Roval Laotian force.s arid in 


Adininistration h.as refused to: souihern J.aos against the Ho 


Clii Minh supply line used by 
North. Vietnam. • 

The report said that Amcrlcari 
"sir operation.s in Lao.s had de- 
iliiicd over the last two yeans, 
v.’iih United States planes aver- 

a;.’,in;t 3-10 Kortics a . day thi.s 
Api'i), coinparcd v/ith a daily 
rate of 440 in the first' part of 
1969. .At the same time, B-25 
bor.'ibiitg in northern Lao,? ha.s 
increased since it was begun 
in Fc;bi'u.aiy, 1970, with wliat 
amounts to “free fire zones” be- 
ing established for the bo.mbers. 
These zones }ia\'o been cleared 
:Oi the civilian population and 
'any sictivity in them can be con- 
jsidercd.to be supporting the 
enemy. 

The report also said tha.t in 
receuL-moriths the Cliincisc Com- 
munists have increased their 
.air defenses along the road they 
jare. l.vaildiug in northern Jmos, 
malviug tl'.c ‘Ou'ca one of the 
most heavily clefended in the. 
world.” 'file Chinese, the report 
said, have moved in “a ho.avy 
new increment” of radar-direct- 
ed antiaircraft guns, raising the 
total to 395, including for the 
first time S5-mm. and 100-rnm. 
guns that are effective up to 
GS,000 feet. 

The. area around tJie Cliincse-, 
built road is “off limits” to 
Aniorican planes, but the report 
jiiated that on .at least two oc- 
road iiad been at- 
.aiya.iu, tacked by unmarked Royal Laos 

for economic aid and sWO mil- .f, p,, ,,,, 


mialro public, he said, bears on 
the question whether the re- 
cruitment of tlu' Thai forces 
violates a provision' against 
hii'ing .soldiers that was written 
into tlie Dcfen.se apprciprmtions 
Act last year. 

' One fact kept secret by tme 
executive branch is tire pre- 
Eunce in Lnos—icfened to^ in 
the past by Senator J. W. ITil- 
briglit— of a series of 'J'liai gen- 
craLs who use the Thai equiva- 
lent of John Doe as their 
name.s. The senator did not gi\-c 
the Thai equivalent. In contend- 
ing that the j'u'ovision agaimst 
liiring troopt: is not being vio- 
lated, the .Stale Department has 
argued that .the Tiiai volunteers 
canie under the command of 
the Royal Laotian Army. 

Out of the 'report came, the 
first detailed description of tlie 
rapidly rising cost of tlic Amer- 
ican military involmcnt in a 
war 'in which, the report ob- 
.servod, “the Royal Lao Govern- 
ment' continU'S.? to be almost 
totally dependent on the United 
States, perhap.s more dependent 
on us than any other govern- 
ment in the. world.” ■■ 

U.S. Spent .$.2G4.2-Miliion 

In the fi.scal year 1970, tvhich 
ended on July 1, a. “partial 
total” of United States expendi- 
tures in Laos cams to $284,2- 
miilion, of which $ir,2,2-mil!ion/^‘;_'^«;^,.y^ 
was for military aid, ?h?,-ir,;llioiy 


■ -- ^ I , -n,.. r T A- air force T-.2S’.s furni.shcd by 

hon vvas speiu ^ the United States. 

fS'cS The Chinese build-up of anti- 

°”rb‘!s w"= tlie first tinm that aircraft defenses began after an 
the ai^' hS permhted dis- attack by tjro Laotian planes in 
closure of its .spending m Laos, J‘'’.iiomy, H /O. 
and eve-n tlien the figure came In tne last •two years, t ic ie- 

out indirectly through sabtrze- port said, the size of the 
tinn from over-all estimates in- Chinese force;5 along the roadl 
eluded in fiic report, has increased from G,000 to be- 

Ju tho current fiscal year, the ty.'coii 14,000 and 20,000. Since 
report paid, the estimated cost Newember, 1970, the Chiue-oC, 
of military assistance has “risen in addition to "upgrading; cpr- 
raoidlv," dour.iing since Janu-. licr load construction,” liavc 
ary mostly bccaii.se of iirci'c.ased constructed ci.glit .sinall-arrns 
ammunition being furnished tho .firing ranges of a kind normally 


Royal 


Laotian 
, cpsi. 


and 

in 


irregular 

anfl 


associated with garrisons of 
nd t£piU3ia£.lveil a.lcLlqiiii. 

piSijArP 

basketball courts. 


The Ciiineso road st.retche 
from the Chirreso borcl-cr t 
Muang Sai in north-centia 
Laos, with bta'iiehes extendi 
toward Dienbi'Cnplm in Nortl 
Vietnam and teward ihe T'ha 
border. The purpose of tlie rciac 
remains uncleai", but the rep-ort 
observa.s that in terms of “areas 
of infhieisce,” the “practical 
effect of the. Cliinesc road is 
that the Chine.-.e bol der has al- 
ready been sliifled soutlrwr.rd 
ot ehccuip.'iss a substantial por- 
tion, of noi'tliern Lao.s.” 

To .subcominiLtee raembcr.s, 

: probably the most slgnific.ant 
j disclosure of tlie report was 
'tonfinnation that tliclr irregular 
units in Laos arc “irnlnad, 
equipped, supported, advised 
and to. a great extent organized 
jby the C.T.A.’^ 

i Tho “)LG. unit.s,” as l.hcy arc 
known. (For tlie French, te-.m 
.“biittalions gU'erriers”), “liave 
become th-e cutting edge of the 
iniiltary,” the report said, “leav- 
ing the Royal* I.ao Army as a 
force primarily devoted to a' 
static, defense.” 

Tlices units began as a force 
of Mco tribesmen under Gen, 
Vang Lao operating around the 
Flaiiic des Jarre.s, but now, the 
report .sai-d, they are op-crating 
in all sections of Laos c.xccpt 
a snrail military region around 
Vientiane, the administrative 
caiiital. 

Lxcept for a 1,500-mnn cadre 
'from tlie, Rovml Lao Ar'i'Uy, ail 
'raem'oers of t.hesc units, accord- 
ing to the report, arc “vol'iin- 
toers,” with llieir rations and 
pay supplied indirectly by the 
C.I.A, and guaranteed ovacua-, 
tlo,n of wounded by air America 
helicopters'. 

A.t one point in 196S-G9, the 
siizc of the ii'i'cgular forces 
y.otaled 33,000 men, according. 
I'to the report, but it is nowl 
jdown to about 30,000 men,! 
I largely becau.so of desertions, 
hieavy casualties and “financial 
restraints incurred by bud-_ 
getary ]innS.atiori.s.” 

. With the military manpower 
base in Laos “exhausted,” the 
report said, the agency turned 
to Thai ’"vol'antecrs” to sup- 
plefncnt the irregular forcc.s. . 

The precise niunbcr of Thai 
“volunteens” 'in Laos was de- 
leted, from the report, but: .Sen- 
ator Clifford P. Case of No'.v 
Jersey and Senator Fulbright 
have used a figure of about4,800. 

'Die report — made public, in 
its declassified form, with, gaps 
rcprc.senting .security dclitioiis 
— said; 

“Most of tho irregulars have 
been .recriuted, vve were told, 
tint.side 

tl”TIiai' annj',” alUiough (cle- 
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By Laurence Stern 

Wasliin&'ton FoeL StM'f V/rUcr 

; The Central Intelligence f 
Agency sjjent, f;I}out ?70 mil- 1 
lion to oirsrate an army of iv- 1 
regular forces nurnhering ^ 
more than 30,000 tnen in Laos' ’ 
during Ifiscnl IDU, a Senate 
Iforeigii Itelalions Coinmittce ^ 
staff report disclosed yestcr- ® 
day. - . I 

TJie report portrayed a far 
broader picture of clandestine ^ 
America)! iuvolvoncnt in the 
, I,ao gucirilla armies, now ' 
known as the BGs (after the r 
l.'i-cnch batalltons -guerriers), ' 
than had previously .surfaced , 
1 ulnicly ill ■Wasbinc'ion. t 

The 23-page document, pre- 5 
pared by Coraiiiitteo staff t 
niembers .lames C. JiOv/cn- 
slelii and llichard M. Moose, < 
was released yesterday by i 
Stuai't Svniingtoii (D-Mo.), ; 
ebairrncan of llie subcomnihiee ! 
on United, States Security . 
Agreements and Commit- C 
ments Abroad. . ’ 

TheVe has iicen a wide- j 
spread conception, as a result 1 
of fiymingtoii sulicoinmittee 1 
hearings and newspaper arti- 1 
cles two years ago, tliat tlm 
principal CIA-trained guerriU.a 1 
force in I.aos was concen- 
trated in the Blain of Jars ' 
under the loader.sliip of Meo ) 
Gen. Vang Poo. 

But the new report, b.ased ; 
on interviews with American 
.military and diplomatie cfli- ' 
dais in Laos, assortr, tiiat BG 
'‘irregular” forcc.s arc opera t-i 
ing ill. all but one of the fivel 
nrilitary regions of Laos. Only! 
38 per cent of tlic irregulars 
are under. Vang Pao’.s com- 
mand in the second military 

regioii, vrbich. encompasses the 

Plain of Jars. 

The BG iri'egulars, says the 
Senate report, are playing a 
far more important role in tnc 
Laotian war than 'the Boyal 
Lao Army. They have lake.n 
heavicj' casualties and ae- 
counte.il for higher enemy kills 
than the regular La.o army, 
lorec.s, I 

In tho 3063 to early 1971 jm- 
rlod, fc-i’ e:-:ample, tbe BG.s re- 
portcclly Kuffereci 8,0"0 lulled, 
{■nd a.ecoiuitec! for 22,720 
enemy dealiis, Ficcordin." to of- 

S.GO'l and reported an enemy 
• kill of o,.jc2. 



“The most effeeth e military { 
force in Lao.s is not the P.oyal j 
I.ao Ai'iny, but the forea ) 
known previously as the i 
Annee Clandeasino . . . and ( 
nov/ as the BG.s . . . TliO. LG, i 
units .are part of tiie iiwegular ^ 
forces which are trained, j 
equipped, supported, advised, 
and to a great extent, organized ] 
by the CL\,” the report a.s/ ( 
sort. S'. 

“Tiio LG ujuts have becoiue j 
the cutting edge of the Lao ( 
military forces, as one. U.S. o.f- ii 
ficial puts it.” ih 

The irregular units, sa-es the! j 
staff report, “do most of thej ( 
day-to-day ]iatrolUng, ambu.sh- . 
ing and alt.acking throughout| ( 
t-bo country.” TTiey are: ,i 
“closely” supervised and fed' ] 
and viaid by the CIA,. Unlike ( 
tbe Loyal Lao Aa'iny, the Son- ( 
ate- document says, t’ne LG.s,, 
are guaranteed csuicuation by, 1 
Air Ainerie.a helicoplerii (a : 
Cl/uorga.uircrJ airline) ami i 
medical care — in some ca.ses ) 
provided in a U.S. field liospi- 
tal .at the' P.oynl Thai Air 
Foi'ce ba.se in Udorn, 'Bhai- 
■land. 

It took five weeks of nego- 
tlatioii v.oTn tl’.s Nixon advnini.s- 
tration to release the saniti/ed 
ver.sion of t))C* report. The c’oe- 
lunout i.s shot tlii’ougli with 
the word "deleted,” which sig- 
iiItTes omission.s of fact-s and 
numbors insisted upon by ex- 
ecutive agencie;;. 

But tha first iimo the CIA 
permitted itself to bo referred! 
to by name in a publfelicd doc- 
' vunent of tho Subecnmnittec 
during i Is three-year rc.viev/ of 
U..S, '"mil.itaiy commitments. 
Altliough specific _CIA expen- 
diture.s w^erc stricken from 
the I'cport, they could be sim- 
ply cominited liy .subtracting 
, published figures li.stcd for 
the De.ffj,ire Departinont and' 
A.ID fi'om the over.all totals- 
I. given ill the sivbeommiUce re-: 
• port,' ■ 

> In a statement nnnouneing 
'l release of tho L-Soa report, 

( SyjTiingtoK said ho found it, 
“an encouraging sign that tlie 
Kxe-cutivfl Lr.anch h.nr, fin.-.Uy 
' agreed that mueli of what the 
. Uhiited States governme_ut has 
' been, doing iu Laos may now 
■ bo made public. 


the Amoric.an people lias been 
pr.rti.ally lified,” he added. Ha 
protested, ho'.vevcr, tho admin- 
istration’s continued refur..';l to 
declassify much of the infor- 
mation bearing on U.S, sup- 
port of Tiiai military forces in 
Laos. 

]\lcmber.<) of tho Foreign Ke- 
lation.'i Committee have* taken 
' the position that the Thai 
units which liavs bee:i ac- 


knowledged by tl.'C ad.niiKisti'a- , 
tion to be figliting in Lr.o.s .ere ' , 
in violation, of tho Full.n'iglit ■•, 
Amendment to the 1971 dc- ^ 
fen-so nuihori'/.etiou and pro- : 
curement bills. It prohibits ; 
Ame’ican financing of tiiivci 
country forcc.s in Cambodia ' 
.and Laos and w.ar, do.signcd to '• 
prevent furtlicj’ csealation of 
the U.S. role iu the Indo- 
chine.so wiu’. 

hlost references to '.iTiai 
troops in v.'ore aanitiecd 
from the staff report, l-’oreigii' 
Kelaiion.s Cojumittoe .scnrcc:-!, 
however, indicated that tho 
United Stales; may havo spent 
as much as $39 million to fi- 
nance, a T'h.oi "irregnlav” mili- 
tary presence in I.aos. 

'Tlio r.dmini.stration has ro- 
fi'.scd to disclose, how much it 
1.S apendiiis for how many , 
'.i'iiai troops in the Laotian 
war. Symiii'gtoii and cUier For- 
ci-'n rLel'dions Committee 
'iiCii.bpej'S, however, have cited 
publicly fi fiEiu'C of A,8Gtl Tliai 
i’-_rcgula!,'a in I.ao.s. Thi.s v.'oulcl 
indica.tc an approximate 
.^pending L^vel of roughly 
5i7000 per Tlial per year. A 
Gt.'Jtc- 3.)apfa'tmen,t spoke, sm.aJi 
said last wooic that there arc 
fewer than 4,000 Thai “volun- 
teera” iu Laos. I 

“The Thru irregular pro- 
gran! devedopod duviBg the 
past vG.at' and vsas clasigned by 

■ the CIA spocificfdiy along tiie 

■ lines of the hTGgulav iu-ogram 
.' ill 3./R0S," the report said. “The 
: C.tA fiupovvisos and pays for 
• the tt'.rdning of tho.sG irregu- 
lar,; in 'j'imilan-d and provides 

! Uieir salary, allowancef! (in-. 
J -eluding death benefits), and 
r one-rational costs iii Laos,” 
s "ill objecting to the riclrninis- 
i ir<at ion’.s secrecy jiolicy on the 
; Qhial irregulars, Symington 
• said, “The .stated I'C-aaoii for 


what tho govcriin'icnts of Tiiai- 
kind and Lac, a do not v.-isli to 
niaho public. But flue?; tim 
! ts^'^invcrs Ot thic; coUTiiry 
jiaying th-a -bills, why sh.ould 
L’m recipient foreign f'ovci'u-; 
ivients li.avc the right to die- 
t-atfj what our citizen.'; can .and 
ciinnot he told about tin.' w.ay 
in which p'.ihlic funds .arc 
being spent?” 

Thai forces were introduced 
. irii;o l.aos in sigml’i-eant num- 
bers e,avly last ycFi- v.dien 
North Vietnamese and I'kithet 
f.ao forcer, swept across the 
I'iaiii of J.ai's and ncfady cap- 
tured the str.ategic CIA, com- ' 
mand ' por-L'! of Long Cheng j 

'■pnrtn'-; V 


and Sara Thong. '' 

“At tlio time of our visit to 
Long Clieng'on April 23,” r?.!d 


lir>. TWi’ft'fOT' 

in Lfios officially hidv'Ieu fj.om 


as to avoid raakins public [ luumber of 


the Lowenstein-f,Ioo.''c report, 
“there vvero (deleted) Thai’ 
there, at the nearby lnu;e of 
Sam Tl'.ong;, and at Hill 3.GG3 
near Sam Thong, (T)ierc was 
also a sm-ull Thru team of (de- 
leted) rasa at Nam Yu in Mili- 
tary r.egion I.)” 

“Yv’e were told that the de- 
tails of the fuiulins wci'C not 
known in Vicnti.ariO, a.s .ill of 
this bookkCiOpiug i.‘j (lone in 
iVgfishiugton,” the staff i-eport 
raid, The ndminiGtraticdi co.u- 
tends tliat fua 'ITmi forces are 
volunt.eoi'.s, recruited in their 
i'loraelaiids, 

'i'hs staff report takes a 
vvini view of tlio military piros- 
p-ccts ahead f-or the Koy.al I,ao- 
tio.D. governniont of Prcrn’or 
3ouv.:.mia I’hounia. It notes 
that .since the Laotian “inciu'- 
•sions” by South Vietamuese 
forco.s la.'>t spring, “more ImOo 
territory has come - under 
enemy control, and thci'G are 
about three, i-r.-ghueiit:-. more of 
North Vicl-n;urie.so forces in 
southern I.aos than th.arc wore 
iiefoi-e tlio Lam Son opera- 
tion.” , ' 

-Desp.ho the reported, claims 
of dcstriietion of North Viet- 1 
iiame.se nnd I'aihet 'iA'.o .supiily i 
tL'Ucka -- 12,”i08 damaged and 
de.stroved in 1970 -- tho report 
; say.", “th-ess figures are not 
taken seriously by znost U..S. 
officials, even Air .Force offi- 
cers ...” . ‘ , 

The. rop.ort idso luded — for 
the fir.st time with tacit offi- 

108001 00©0f 

Inurnber of iT.S. Air Force sor-^ 
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By DONALD n'f. RG'flLRERG 

AssocisloJ Press. V.'i'i^’r 

Y/ASIirNGTON — Day by 
da}' and leak by leak, the se- 
cret war in l;aos is bocomirig 
mere and more difficult to 
hide. 

Successive ■ p.drninlslra- 
tions, Democratic and Repub- 
lican, have refused to discirss 
the extent of U.S. involve- 
ment in Laos — a sma!', 
landlocked and officially neu- 
tral country v.diosc borders 
touch Cliina, Nortit and 
. South Vietnam, Cambodia, 
,.Thaila:ul and Burma. 

• The question is not wheth- 
er the Llnitcd. Stales provides 
military and economic aid to 
the neutralist government of 
Laos, but whether Amcrican.s 
arc actually engaged in fight- 
ing betv/cen forces support- 
ing tliat government tind 
Ccmmimist insurgents. 

THE OFFICIAL rcspon.se, ' 
ss enunciated by President 
Nixon wiicn asked during a 
Sept. .2Ci, 1909, news confer- 
ence about American in- 
volvement in tile war, is; 
“There are no Amcricon com- 
bat forces in Lao.s.” 

Pressed by a Senate sub- 
committee on the same ques- 
tion, William H. Suliivo.n, a 
deputy as.sistant secretary of 
state and a former U.S. am- 
bassador. to Laos, replied the 
next month: 

“Are there any people witli 
niilitary training in dvil;a;i 
clothes? Tliere -are people 
wlio have had iniiitavy tram- 


ing and people wh.o have liad 
paramilitary trainin.g who arc 
in civilian clothc.s. .My defini- 
tion of troops are people wh.o 
arc mcml;ci,5 of tlie armed 
forces of the United States of 
America. I assume tliat is 
what tlm senator had in 
mind.’' 

A year later, an Associ.atcd 
Press' di,=p.'itch from Saigon . 
quoted a military source as 
saying ca.suaUies for U.S. 
Spcci-?,l Forces troops in Laos 
were 1 or 2 killed and .3 to 10 
wounded each month. 

As’ned about the figure*;, a 
U.S. command spokesman in 
Saigon said, ‘.'Ihcrc arc no 
U.S° combat troops in L.aos.” 

Slowly, over a long series 
of hearings, tlic Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee 
has disclcsed some of the 
U.S. involvement in l.aos. 

• Other information has come 
from such sources as the 
Pentagon papers, present and 
former government officials, 
and field dispatches. 

AMONG THE disclosures: 

O There . are 4,800 'Thai 
troops led by a Thai general 
and supported rntiroly , by 
U.S. fands fighting in Laos 
despite an. act of Congress 
proliihiviug^u.ppovt of merce- 
naries in j.a'os. 
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Q ' C^.rnbodian troops, 
trained by the U.S. Cenlr.a! 
Liteiligeuce Agency . have 
been figliting in Laos, loity 
Cambndi-ans v.’C.re killed and 
an undisclosed number 
wounded in vricent heavy 
fiehlina (or the Boiovens Pla- 


ment, there v/cn: 1,03'1 
Amcrican.s in Laos, incUiding 
395 cmpioyc.s of the Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment., 2-14 with the military 
attacl’.e’s office, and 300 em- 
ployed by Air America and 
Continental .Air Services In- 
ternational, two air linc.s sup- 
morlcd.by the CI.^. 

^ O Since lOBl, the CIA has 
had an im.disdoscd mmiber 
of agents working principally 
with fvteo tribesmen in north- 
ern Lao.s and more recently 


tcau. 

O Current budget figurc.s 
show the United. .States 
spending SOO million for mili- 
tary and S53 million for eco- 
nomic aid to Lao.s. the cor- 
rect figu're, congressional 
sources claim, is neatly ;5500 
million, mo;d of whidt is 
channeled tbrouglt the CIA. 

O Congressional sources 
estimate S2 biilion is being 
spent each year borabiiig that 
part of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, principal Communist 
supply route from Nortn to 
South Vietnam, tltat run.s 


V/hen John F. Kciitiedy be- 
came president, in 1931, Laos 
"Was the Lirntcd States’ most 
pressing problem in South- 
east Asia. 

In Prevsident Dwight D. F.i- 
se'nho'vcr's view “th-e fail of 
Lao.$ to comniuni.sni could 
mean th.e subsequent fall 
lilce a tumbling row of domi- 
iioo-s — of it.s still-free neigh- 
bors, Cambodia, and South 
Vietnam and, in all probabil- 
ty, Thailand and Burma. 'Such 
a chain of events would open 
the way to Cornrauriist seiz- 
ure of ail of Southeast Asia.” 


through Laos. ■ • ' 

: o Since 196'1, tlie United 
States also has conducted 
bombing raids in support of 
tlie Royal Laotian Army. 
While th.5 number of snrtie.s 
is classified, Sien. Sluarf'’ 
Symington (D., Mo.) has said 
“a handful” in 196'1 in- 
creased a hundredfold in 
1965, then nearly doubled 
again hi 1966.. 

O A.s of Jan. 27, 1971, ac- 
cording to the State Depart- 


EISENHOvVER supported 
the pro ■Western go.vernrnent 
of Premier Boun Ourn. With 
Bonn Oum’s army taking a 
beating frotn the pro- Com- 
munist Pathet Lao and their 
North Vietnamese allies, 
American advisers v.’ero sent 
dnlo Laos to try to shore up 
the faltering Laotian Army. 

Kennedy .sought iti.slcad- to 
defuse th-C situation through 
formation of a La.otian coali- 
■tion government led by neu- 
tralist Souvnnna Pliouma. 
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By rvilCiTAIvB 
.Sv/i. .S 7 .:// CorrcT.'po?: 

• Vientiane, Laos— Under stroiii,; 
Anicsican irre.^.aure, Laos is 
aboiil !o enact its fivsc uriKecoa,- 
vrol l.T.v, end i!',£ United ic.ci&s 
lias jiroiiiistd to provide advis- 
ers and nioiicy to heip the .UriO 
police entovee-it. 

The prtvosod h\v, which is 
awaitiiig linal action by a rcinc- 
lant NiUional Aircnibly, for liae 
first iinic would limit the cniti- 
VEiiicn a.iid rss of opnini, o::co 
the basic source or incoiiie ior 
the lii'! tribes of norvhorn Laos, 
biarijuana Uvo’rdad 
it also would compiCiicly out- 
law ihc sale, processing and 
trai;Siioriaiio;i of opium, heroin 
and relnied drops. lUarijuenn, 
v/i'iiclr !S a.s ]ilenlr.ul anc a.s 0,..^,- 
IV obtained a.s lCisc.ccc nerc, is 
not included under the law since 
!.he Lao use it for cookinr;, 
Alihcu;.;;: police arc coinpiiios 
.lists of the ciorens of opium dens 
to' be clcsod and liundrecc of 
drug addicts to bo arrested, iiic 
lav is intended pnacipal’y to 
check tlic; heavy flow ci raw 
opium llirougii the '‘Gciden 
Triangk-.” where Burma, Lao.s 
and Thailand meet. 

‘T.acs is probably the biislesi 
singli drug corridor in Asia 
now,” said an Arnenc."’.'! ofiicial. 

“vlhat opium is still grown 
here doe.s not causg much o: a 
problem, and the Lao users are 
not a big concern either. 

'‘Major Thorciightars” ^ 

‘But Lac.s is a major thoi'* 
onghtarc in world drug traffic, 
and the amount of opimn refined 
dmvn to a morphine base and 
heroin is also very large, Laos; 
funnels drugs to \ 
bodia, Thailand 
Kong.” 


here for his „ 
matdd that virtually every civil- i 


ian airline flight out of Vientiancj Senior embassy official said. 

'ic v.-e C\; 

-it;,- 


carrie.s contraband dnigts ano. 
that a fcurih to a lliird of tlie 
thousands of military flights, 
aside from bombing runs, carry 
drugs 


he will he setting up a program 
to help iiie Lao national ponce 
enforce the law. The Lao have 
aslied for advisers and we have : 


"'A is gciimtotakealotmorc! Ipromised to supply them. But; 
than a Liiri; mild law to stop I demiis of, the proprn are smij 


this drug traffic, cspecialiy 
w’nen it is the .hrmy litat is a 
principal mover,” tiie agent 

S-idil!.. 

Two IhS. coi'gres.siona! inves- 


lio be worked out 

I Vlr-l- V... 

1 rigao^j V.... 

Tiie initial effori, accorenng lO 
American cfticiais, 4yiil be to 
tighten caisioms inspections oi 
cp.]'bfCvS on (loniost'c ir.t'eti- 


timtors charged lasL spring tbaiid'napm- aiv jug.i.s am, 
liintil recently the American Cen/ibgU ccmrois Cvt) -aa.a.j 
Iral Inieliigencr; Agency had a!-! ■uigrrs. , ■ ; ; 

, , , 4.. I,, 1.-^..; '/mP 0,.; C'jaiS a'Sa jK'j.v 

owed ms p;ane.5 to oe u.->ca .oy| ! .'m..,. .v- ... -i 

mm, , n.i j... o..i. j | „ , -.•■'rccUivinmni 


They accusen i 
I commander, vdio i 


etirmg, o: ; 
being the top figure in t;;e com-j 
pio; drug-nmning-and-refining 
oneration. The processed heroin. 


■as a major opium irnnssmpiupni j 
i poiut. m has been a cer.iv.i go. i 
iCiir.ing raw opmrii lO a mm.-j 
phiue base .and, recently, Inc 
site di a maj 


UM. 7 VI a-*-- j 


7 iarcli:cl lh!-cu;:ih its! 


rein. 


jouriifjv by L^o 

aliv "wnr: iiuo Sculh 

‘ sale io An'icricar 


ov'cinlu- 1 

. Cr 




Vietnam tor 
soldiers. 

American officials in Luos 
have put up with the drug traffic 
over [he years, the congression- 
cil report suggested, to tvin 
support in the figlii against the 
.\o: til Vieinamesc and lige Fa- 
tncl Lao a.iti .iiro.scrve political 
peace in the cmbaiilcd kingdom. 

American officials, now wor- 
ried fibout eriiorciiig the law 
once it is enacted, say tiicy have, 
won firm cemniitment of suo- 
poj't from the premier, Prince 
Soiivmnia Piiouma, the. Xing and 
other high-ranking ,L:iOtians, 
who arc mindful of thieir coun- 
try’s virtually tote], dependence 
onU.S. aid. 


and Kong 

To . Ill 


America 

illigencc agenti 

ciucsted 

drug traffic 

f. cirug 

mrnmenl csti-j 

ba,ssy. '■ 


I 

:n officials Imre have re-i 


'I'ire proposer! law wo'ai'- 
imht riC'.r.son.s over 'it) years oi at’C 
ito coniinue growing opium ir 
i they get a government hconse. 
iBut much of tiie land used m 
onium cultivation is tinur'r cc,;- 
; Ah of the Ihilhct Lao and North 
Vietmamese — wlio burn me cip- 
ium crops cut of morril strici- 
,iai;s_ond tlie growers; mostly 
Meo tribesmen, have , bern 
moved ss remgecs io lo-.-mme.!, 
vLere the opium poppy does not 

”\Ve have no illu.sic.riS litav as 
scon as we get a law the flow, of 
drugs is going to dry up,” ssio a 
senior U.is. dipicrnai, OlU ■iiim 
no law there is nothing that can 
•be legally done.” , , 

In addition to aovisers, ms 
United Slates is prepared. fc,pro- 
vide financial aid, techmcai as- 
sistance (such as li.jo!,atoiy 
analysis) and help in esmoiisn- 
iiig a rehabilitaiion pro,';iam joi 
Laos’s owe. oiiium smokers anci 
ether drug users. , 
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Hard Beei&ion& Avoided 

■e -ir'ii O 

ka kktu-fiiu .fi-f; ivt 

a hki ft ffr4- H 

•» 

‘ . By Floi’a Lc'ivl'? 

JOHN "W. I'AKKI'IR, 'director of stralcRic 
jnlelli«eiR'e in tbe Bureau of jNarcoties r.nc 
Dangerous Drugs, iciiows a good deal about 
Southeasl Asia’s contribution to the clops 
prolrlcnc. A]'id "while he is a soft-spoken 
Southerner, sornclinies so cpiiet one has tc 
st3-ain to hear hbn, he is the most stvaiglU- 
foi’wai'd inaj'i I have yet found on the suh- 
jeetin the adminislratioii. 

I PTfi starts with an cxplanatio)'!. riOinernber, 
Uio says, that U3i1.il 1970 v.'c were concentrat- 
ing on the drug prohlcj'ii here in the United 
.States. Koftoo much attention was paid by 
; (lip. bureau to the aouvee of supplici;. And 
the Arm;.’, lhc‘ CL'\, the Slate .Deprlrnent, the 
people out (hPi'H where the heroin comc.s 
from vvei'o.n’l conccnicd about drugs. They 
wore con'centratii'ig on other problc,ins. 

Further, while lliern has been opium in 
Southeast Asia since the; Brilish inti'odured 
it ill the early 19lh century, until 1970 the 
heroin refineries in tlu; area wore all in 
Thailand and lUurg l-Iong, Parker say.s. It 
didn’t seem to affect the United Slaters. 

In fact, the dominant government fdiitude 
was that this was a fact of life in A.sia which 
Americans sliouldn’l try to upset, osp?.ci.glly 
since by the beginning of the d-ecade so 
many Amcricaii.s were so deeply eiigagcd in 
trying to control ot'ier facts of Southeast 
A, da’s life, namely the Yielname.se war and 
■ all its offshoots. 

Now, according to Parker, practically all 
the heroin i-ofincrics have been resituated 
along the Mekong River, in Burma, Thailand 
and Lao.s, and "almost alJ liave bcmi identi- 
fied.” 

If so, why hasn’t the United Slate.s, wiiic-h 
completely sulisidiscs a'ld virtually rums 
Laos and 'has poured billions into Thailand, 
wlio.se ‘-volunteer soldiers” it employ.s in 
Vietnam and I.ao.s, made sure the hci'oin fac- 
tories were destroyed? 

'J'he obvious urgent question didn’t annoy 
Parker. On the contrary, his stolid face 
slowly eased into a Cheshire cat grin. At 
first he didiii’tsay anytliing. 1 suggested that 
the reason wasn’t hai d to giie.ss and wasn't 
really secret. 

“I know,” he said. "Tm struggling not to 
say it.” ■ 

IT IS AT once a simple and excruciatingly 
tougli. an’swor. A.s he finally pointed out, it is, 
a matter of political decision in V/ashinglon, 
There is a choice to make. It would be easy 
to blow up the rcfinei'ies, defoliate most of 
the poppy fields, push the governments in- 
volved into cracking down on their owii 
high-level military and civilian ps'ofiirers 
and blocking the supply of heroin to GI;: in 
Vietnam and, increasingly, to the United 
States 


But it would be a severe cnibai 
to allie.s in’ Sou'iieast Asia. ltwn\i 
tlie yu'osec'utiou ;>! the v.’or in Indoci 
haps so sci ioiisly that .ba.sic U.S. policy 
■wo-uld have to be cli'-iiigcd. 

There have been sonic chango.s in tiic jiast 
ycai-, but they linve folloived a p.olteriv o.r 
seeking comi^romLsc with the duvig-proouc- 
liig countries, )iot confrontation. 

The CIA lias c-hruiged ite rules in an effort 
to stop the uso of il.s private airlir.e, Air 
America, for the traaisport of drug.s. in I.aon. 
Alliiough only. two moiilhs ago CIA Director J 
Riehru-d Ilclsns adamantly denied there had 
ever been any agency involvement in the 
ti'alfic, he is iio'w said to have told a sccict 
congre.ssional hearing that there was in- 
volvement but it lias been slopped in tbo 
]iast year. 

Tiic U.S. Embassy in Laos has pressed the 
government tliero to put through a. - strict 
law on drugs which may be passed tlus 

montli. Thei e was none before. ■ - 

The U.B. Lmb.as.sy in Saigon got Hie Viet- ■ 
naraosc govcrnincut to remove some of the 
coi-vupl emstoms officials, and similar cfforls^ 
are being miaclo in Tliaiiand. -Vv’itli Congrc.ss, 
vociferously ta]-Jng up the issue, the IVhite, 
House is eraciaiig the whip on all llie as- 
sorted Amerieari officials w'ho lliouglil cii"ug 
traffic was not their concern, who thought- 
tlieir job v.-as only fiefnting the war, gather- 
ing inieliigencc, mauilaini'ng foreign leLi-^ 
lions. 

C--,‘-S 


THE G3UESTION i.s whether these rela- 
tivolv gentle jires.'.Uj.'e.s will convince govc-in- 
■inents lai'gelv depei-idont oil the Unit'd 
States that they mu.st fight heroin. Years of 
argument not nowhci'e in Tiukey, but a 
thi’oat (o cut c'tl forcigui aid finally did. 

Now the 'Jiurks have promised to wipe, out 
opium. pi'oduclion after the 1972 crop, v.’hich 
mean.s that in three or four year.s that 
soiiree of supply will dry up. rarker i.s con-, 
vined now that the 'J’urks can and will^cn- 
force the ban. But ask him how much difffi]'- 
ence it will make in the amount of hei-oin; 

supplied to Americans. '' 

"If nothi.ng else is doi'ic,” he says flatly, 
“no difference,” And Hie. "something else” 
can only be done in lYashington, a decision 
to be just as tough iti Soutlieast Asia as the- 
Nixon admini.'lralion was in Turl'.ey. 

Meanwhile, the inch-high vials of 96 to 93 
per cent pure lieroin distributed in South 
, Vietnam Imve b-egun to turn up in the 
' Ui'iited States. The bureau forc.sces an al- 
most uncontrollable flood as veterans rc; 
tiii ii, find themselves without jobs and 3.'eal- 
ize hosv mi'ch money can be made by having 
buddies or friends, scud them supplies fi'om 
the Far Ea.st. , . 

Addicts can be treated, but there !snt 
much likeliiiood tliat there won’t be far 
■more new ones than cures each dayiinlcs.s 
the flow of heroin i-s cut at tiic source. At 
the Bureau of Narcofic.s, oxpevts ai'e con 


STATINTL 


viuced tliat i.s po.s.sible, e.xccpt pei'haps for a' 
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going to baiipcu. The hard poIiticaT decision 
hasnh. been taken. 
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Laos 

the rains came 


Tiic seasonal rliythm of the wai' in 
northern' l.aos is j-eminiscent of those 
anlmatcci barometers wficrc one little 
man pops out oh sunny clays and 
another on rain)’ days. TIk: dry .season 
is traditionally the time, for a com- 
munist ofl’cnsivc in li.aos, and it is 
during the rnon.socin (when .supplies 
front North Vietnam are interrupted 
and tltc communist forces jtull back 
torvards the. northern fringes of the 
. Plain of Ja?'s) that Genera! Yang Pao’s 
Meo army incites its way back across 
lost ground, 

llejrorts at the end of ]a.s1 week 
sugge.st tliat his “ secret army,” organ- 
■ isccl and ecjuippcd by the CciUrnl Intcl- 
.ligcnc.c Agency, has regained control 
of the jtlain after a two secelcs’ offensive. 


^ Six h'j.eo battalions pu.dncd ca.stward 
i from their base area around . I.ong' 
Clicng, ' while .ffir America jalancs 
carried a 'commando .strllic-forec to 
Xiens; Jshoa.ng in the centre of the 
jtlain. h'he.y met with very little, 
rc.sistance, altltongh Pathet ].,ao radio 
rciportcd some, .skirmishing over llic. 
southern p.art of the plain, 'Phcrc aic 
reports tliat the Mcos have discovered 
some important arms cache.s, but the. 
l.uiotian printe minister, Prince 
Souvaiina Piiouma, merely .said that 
the oH'cnsivc was “ an American affair.” 

The lecaptuie. of 30 .square miles of 
ujiland plain tliat has come to look 
rather lil-ie a battered .sjiorts trojihy can 
h.ardly alter the. rnilitaiy balance in 
laios, and it may liave strained the 
diminisliing resources of the Meo army 
that forms tlic only cn'cctive. local 
resistance to the North \hetnamc.se and 
Pallid Lao, Tile. 300,000 hfco tribe.s- 
mcn, wlio sliarc. a licreditai)' distrust of 
tiic \''ic.tnainc.se, ■ liave been badly 
buffeted by the Indochina war, 'Plicy 
have hecomc a nation of refugees, 
moved back and forth dosvn jungle 
trails or in .Air America planc.s as the 
communists advance or retreat. Over 
the past year, tlic, ” secret army ” lias 
suffered from an acute slioriage of 
manpower, and Vang Pao has been 
forced to recruit yoimg boys. 

The campaign of systematic 
terrorism launched by the conimnnists 
against the Meo civil population 
earlier this year has also .shaken morale. 
Some of Vang Pao’s troop.s, scjiruvited 
from their familie.s for more than a 
year and worried by stories of in'timi- 
dation and foiced conscription by the 
North Vietnamese, have deserted and 
made the long walk east, 'llie health 
of Vang 3 '’ao himself is another cause, 
for concern. The current offensive is 
being headed by a team of junior 
officers and American advisers while 
the general convalesces from a serious 
illness whose nature has 'not been dis- 
closed. He would be liai'd to I’cjtlacc. 


t/ 
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Siato.s pursuant to article V of the Con- 
stitution, 

Tlie PRESIDING OP'FIGTirR (Mr, 
Allbh). Without olrjecUon, it is to 
orcicrcci. 

■ S. 15 IB 

At the request of Mr. IMunin', the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee (Mr. Bkock) wa.s 
added a.s a cosponsor of S. ISIS, a bill to 
deny tax cxcinptioi'). under section 501 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1054. 

K. I'l'I? THltOUGU S. 14<f. ' ,, 

, At the raciue.st of Mr. Mo.ss, the Senator 
from Indip.na (Mr. Bsyh) was added as 
a co.spcnsor of S. 1445!, a bill to provide 
that the first $3,000 received arj civil serv- 
ice retii'cinciit annuity shall be excluded 
from gi-oss inconK:; S. 1-143, to clirni/iatc 
the survivorship rcd’.iction during pe- 
riods of nonmarriago of retired employ- 
ees and Members, and for other pur- 
pc«os; S. 1444, a bill to increase the 
contribution by tire P'ederal Government 
to the co.sts of employees’ iiealtli benefits 
in.siivance; and S. 1445, a bill to provide 
Increri.se.s in certain annuities payable 
under cliaptw- 83 of title 5, IJnilccl Ctate.s 
Code, and for other pui'pose.s. 

S. 1659 

At the j.'eque.st of Mr. IViKnik, the Sen- 
ator froiii North Carolina (Mr. Eavin) 
was added a.s a cosponsor of B. 1G59, a 
bill to amend the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act. 

S. K223 

At the rciquest of Mr. Talm.U'Ge, the 
Senator from. Noilh Da.hota (Ivlr. Bur- 
dick), the Senator from Georgi.a (Mr. 
''Gambhxdi,) , tlie Senator f.vojji Washing- 
ton (Mr. Magnu.sok), ilia Sena.toi' from 
Alabama (Iit'r. Spaiikm'.k), and the Bon- 
ator from Kansas (Mr. PuAnson) were 
added a.s cospon.sors of S. 3223, a bill to 
amend the Consolidated Fanners Home 
Administi'anioii Act of lOGl, and for other 
purposes. 

E. S250 

At the request of Mr. Grii-fin, the 
Senator from IVyoming (Mr. McGee) 
and tlic Senator frosn Alaska' (Mr. 
Stevens) were added as consponsors of 
S. 2258, the Motor Vehicle Air Pollution- 
Control Acceleration Act. 

SEKATK JOINT liESOLlITION 62 

At the request of Mr. Griffin, the 
Senator from Illinois (Mr. BtEven.son) 
and the Senator from Alaska (Mr. Bth- 
viiNs) were added as co.spon.sors of Sen- 
ate Joint Resolution C2, authorizing the 
display of the flag.s of each of the 50 
■States at the base of the Vv’a.shin£toi) 

. Monument. 

• SENATE JOINT RESOI.UTION 99 

At the rccjU0.st of Mr. Case, the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. M.o.ss) was added a.s a 
co-sponsor of Senate Joint ricsolulion 09. 
a joint resolution proposing establish- 
mo'ut of a National C'oilcgiatc Press Day. 

SENATE JOINT RESOl.XITIOi; 114 

At the rcque.$t of Mr. Curtls, the Sen- 
ator from Arizona (Mr. Fannin) was 
added as a cosponsor of Senate Joint 
Resolution 114, a stable purchasing power 
resolution of 1071. 


SNRATR CONCURRKNT RFSOJAITVON 

35--SUBM1SSION OR AN ORIGINAL. 

CONCURRRNT R NBOLU 'iLON FAV- 
ORING TMlB SUBPliNSION OP DE- 
PORTATION OF CFR.TVvIN AIMiNS 

(Ordered to be placed on the calen- 
dar.) 

Mr, E.AS'.C'L.AND, from the Conunittoe 
on ti'ic Judiciary, submil tod tire foliov/- 
iiig original concurrent, re.solution : 

S. Co.N. R.-fi. Co 

Resolved by i'r-c Rcnaie. {ihe J/oi'-se of 
Jceprcscii ta fives concurrin'j) , That l Us Con- 
gress Irivoi's the susponsion of dcpori.ation In 
the c.-asc of cadi a.icn nEirned. in 

which case (lie Attorney General has sus- 
pended deportation }iiirsv..~nt to the iiiQVl- 
sions of section ri-Ka) (?.) of the Immigra- 
tion and NationaUty Act. a.;; a.mciicltd (Go 
Stat. 301-; 6 U.S.C. 1351) : 

A-0oiJ7a73, Chan, Chuen. 

A-37D49349, Chin, J.iCan. 

A-GSlB7;i5, Punk, Thoniris ITedrik. 

A-13282197, Moy, Huey Kal. 

A-]OrGDOOO, Ton-e.'j de nojarano, S-:' 0 orro. 

A-115'36573, Yee, Soon Iling. 

A-8-1SC988, Tcrr.sEas-Barrso, KlTon. 

A— 131670G, lo.'.nides, G-shriel ConstaVitihos. 

A~]aol7Ca, IIoi'rcra-Ma.rqueE, Aurcllo. 

A-iainGBoG, I.um, Vfiih Gum. 

A--3212791, Ca.nt’r.no;;a-liWa, Kogclio. 

A-C-I9&744, Cartier, Paul August. 

A-12037SS4, lAu, I.al Chlii. 


MILITARY PROCUREMEN'T 
^ AUTnORIZ.ATIONS-— 1872 

AMENDMENT NO. KSt 

(Ordered to be printed and referred to 
the Con-imittee on Armed Services.) 
ci.OEiNG r.oopuor.E.s: an ai.il'nd.vent to end 

u.s. ]':nanc;i.:,-g of foheign meroen.asies in 

I.ACIS 

Mr. SYMINGTON, Mr, I’rc.sident, last 
yc.ar many of u.s tirought that tlie Con- 
gress. by mean.s of amoncirnents to the 
Defense authorization and appropria- 
tions Ihlls. had made it unlawful for the 
U.S. Government to pay Tliai troop.s to 
fight in Laos or Cambodia. Today tliere 
arc Thai troop.s in Lao.s and they arc l;e- 
ing paid by the U.S. Government. The 
State Departrnent has finally adinitlcd 
that we are paying the Tiiais, but the 
Thai Government still £>.sscrt.s tlicrc are 
no Thai troops in Lao.s. 

In our discUuS-sions with the executive 
brancii, we liave encountered two iincs of 
legal argumentation being used to justify 
the U.S. role in this bizarre affair. Fii’st, 
it is argued tliat tlie legislative history 
of last year’s amendments indicates that 
tl.ie amendments’ .spon.sor, whose avowed 
purpose in i.roposing the amendments in 
the fir.st place was to jirohibit payment 
for ’1‘hr.i troops in Laos or Cambodia, 
had, by infciencc, condoned the very 
practice he was seeking to iirol'iibit. Sec- 
ond, it is a.rgUEd, that, even if this had 
been the spcmsor’.s intent, the legislation 
enacted contained looiiliolc.s which per- 
mits the c;iocutivq branch to do la', vf ally 
what the sponsor had .sought to prohibit. 
Either way, they say it i.s legal for the 
United States to hire Thais to fight a 
Avar in Laos which the Lao arc no l-o'ngor 
able to sustain with their own manpower. 

E'or tiioso v.'ho find tliis situation difii- 


cuii to 

facts Y.'ill be helpful before 1 propose a, 
lof.i.slativo solulicm to this ru'oljlem. 

Polio'-viiK;' the U.S. ineiu'sions into 
Cambodia in May 1970, it was recog- 
nized that language of the defen.sa au- 
thorization £ind aippiopriations legisla- 
tion pi'oviding $2.5 billion for “sve.port 
for Vietnamese and ot’ier free v.'oild 
forces in support of Vic-tnamesc forces” 
co’uld j;o.s!db]y be interpreted as per- 
mitting U.S, fl'naueing of ’J’ha.i ti’oops in 
Cambodia and I.-aos. Indeed, in August 
1S70, the- .Silate Department aclrnowl- ; 

edged that a “tentative agreement” imd — 

been leacliecl between the United Si-atc.sSTATINTl 
and Thai Coven imcnts regarding the i 

sending of 'i'ha.i troops to Cr.'nbodie., . 

It was generally unclcrsto wl fit the time < 

th.nt the ixro'i-'ision of any troops to Cam- 
bodia by L'liailand would l.-s contingent 
upon the furaisViing of fiirdncial su]iport 
by the United Slates. 

It was in the light o.f these facts that 
am a'oiendmi nt was added to both .foe De- 
fense Aulhcnization and Appropriation 
Acts which iirovided 'i-hfit nothing in tno 
anitliorization to support “Vietnm.oeao 
and other free world foi'ces in sui'poit 
of Vietnam forces” could be construed 
“a.s autliorizing tlie use of any such funch 
to sup;jort Vietnai'ncse or other free i.'orld 
force.? in actions dc.signed to lU'oi'icl.y mil- 
itary siipjiort and assistanen to the Gov- i 

eminent of Cambcclia. or I.aos.” 

This ara'endment y.t.s o? i.einally pro- 
posed bj' the distinguished chainnan of 
the Foreiem Rekations Committee v/ho 
declared that hi.s intention xvas to pre- 
vent our paying for E'.outh Vietnamese or 
'Thai forces to e.xpand tlieir military 
a.ctivitie.? in Cambodia and Lao.? .so that 
wc would baconie involved in lp.rge-;:cale 
operations in clo.se support, of Ibie Gov- 
ernment of Cambodia or the Govern- 
ment of Ijaos. 

Nevertheless, despite thi.s amendment, 
a DeparUnent of State spokesma'n ad- 
mitted ori Juno 7 that there were ’Thai 
forces in Iio.os and rlso that the United 
States was .supp-orting them, although he 
described them as “volunteors.” : 

'This .spokesman did not .s.ay that these 
Thai forces are operating principally in 
the war in I'lorlhern Laos, a. war tliat 
Deputy Assistant Ssci'e'i,a3y of State Sul- 
livan has Said has “nothing to do with 
military opciationS in South Vietncun or i 

Cambodia.” : 

The amendment included in the De- 
fenss Authorization and Appropriation 
Acte for fiscal year 1971 never defined 
"local forces in Laos and ’I'hailand” and 
the prohibition.? ivritton into the Appro- 
priation Act applied, of cour.se, only to 
“a.Dinopriations availa.ble to tlie Depart- 
ment of Defense during; the ciu;rent fiscal , 
year.” '.Chiis, it might he argued tl'ia.t / 

Ce.ntral IritclUgence Agency fui'ids W'ere V 
not covered by the arnencUnent. 

In addition, it ha,? been argued by tlio 
executive branch that the 'Thai, force.? 
in Iiaos are “local forces in Lao.?,” even ^ , 

though they arc Tl'iai national.? who were 
recruited and trained in ’Thailand, are 
transported by us from Thailand to I.aos; 
then they iire .sent bad; to Tl'iai l-:r:id 
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pa&t on the priority of expencUturcs o.ird that 
ho is tvell infca-inecl concoi-iiing ],erfo;:ma)ice 
against budget anti jtlans In the pa-ogra.m 
areas. 

Thirdly, I would standardise end make 
more effective our activities lii data jiroccss- 
ing. inanagoraout research, auditing, and 
procurement. 

Mr. ALTjOTT. Mr. Prc.tidcht., Uieso are 
worthy objectives, and so long as they 
are not viewed bs end.? but are viewed 
as means to achieve tire missions ol the 
Idepartmcnt, tlieir implementation can 
imin-ove the efficiency and the respon- 
sivenc.s3 o.f the Department. 

. Mr. Pre.sident, I urge that the Senate 
confirm Mr. Bochnan to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of tlie Interior for Budget and 
Management. 

'I'he ACfl'ING PHlfSIPENT pro tern- 
pore. Without objection, the nomination 
is confirmed. 

Mr. MANSPfELD. Mr.'Pre.sident, I ask 
unanimous con.scnt that tlie President be 
• immediately notified ,of the confirmation 
of this nomination. 

The ACTING PIIESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objccLion, it j,s so ordered. 

• LEGISLATIVE SES.SION 

Mr. MANSITELD. Mr. President, I 
move that the Senate rc.sume the consid- 
eration of legislative busine.ss. 

The motion ivas agreed to, and the Sen- 
8.te resumed the consideration of legisla- 
tive business. 

THE HEROIN WAR IN INDO QKINA 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Now. Mr. President, 
■in this morning’s IVas'riirigton Po.st Ihere 
is published an article entitled “Facte 
Surface on the Heroin War," written by 
Miss Hora Ijowis. We all know and ap- 
plaud what our Government has clone 
in trying to bring about a decrec.sc in tlie 
lircciuction of opium in Turkey; but 1 
would hope that we would not lose sight 
of tlic fact that approximately n.tno- 
tonlh.s of opium prccluction in the world 
comes from tlie so-callecl Golden Corridor 
in Laos, Tliailand, and Biuma. 

We have talked a good deal about the 
casualties of our men — and they arc huge. 

■ Wc have talked a good deal about the 
costs of the war — and they arc great. But 
only recently liave we been discus.s.ing the 
Question of drugs as they affect American 
personnel in Indochina, and, incidentally, 
involve local dignitaries in many of the 
countries concerned. - 

If I may take an excerpt on two from 
, the article v/ritten by Miss Lewis — which 
I hope every Member of Congress will 
read as well as the administration down- 
town — she brings out the fact that the 
Clii Ira.s provided Congress with a report 
naming the sites of thc-heroin. refinerie.s 
In Burma. Tliailand, and I.aos. There is 
more to it. It will go in with the full stoiy. 

I read a.s follows: 

. The report also con.f}rm.s for the first 
time on the record that Laotian air force 
planes p.nd Laotian and South Viotnaniess 
commercial planes take the drugs on to mar- 
kets, both the GI market In South Vietnam 
and International centers tvhicli ship to 
Europe and the Unliod States. It docs not 
mention Air America, the CIA-opcrp.tcd air- 
line In Laos and Vietnam. But there have 


long been numerous reports that Air Amer- 
ica’s secret fights supporting the L?,otlo.n 
war also often transport opium. 

Further on, 

Vice Adra, VVilllam C. Mack. Deputy As- 
.slstant Secretary of Defense for Manpower, 
has tcstifi.ed that the only thing that "will 
save our men" from the tr-emendou.s drug 
problem In Vietnam is troop v.'ithdrawrd,. 
But the sujiply routes arc organized now. 
'J'he Idgh-ranklng ofiiclals, and by no mcau,3 
all the highest have as yet been named, still 
have U.S. .support and every prospect that 
support will continue after most troops have 
gone. So the heroin can be expected to fol- 
low the G-Is liome, a continuing souvenir of 
the war. 

Two developments have begun to bring 
Into, the open the rcl.atlon of heroin and 
the war. One Is the huge Inorease in GI use 
In the past two yeans, while the military 
v/erc assiduously fighting marijuana arid vlr- 
tu-ally Ignoring the opium-heroin trade. The 
other Is counting pulfiic revulsion a.s each 
piece of nows apipcars here. 

■ And. fuvt.her on. 

It is time, late but not too late, for Amer- 
ican Intelligence which dots know quite a lot 
about the drug tiarjic to make It their con- 
cern. It Is time to sU.’p defoliating Vietn.arn- 
ese fields and start defoliating poppy fields, 
It Is time to slop subsidizing hlgir Aslan ofil- 
clals who use American support to deal In 
dnig.s with impunity. 

John Ingcrsoll, director of the Btueau of 
NarcoUc,s, “has written Congress that “It Is 
probable that opium production in South- 
east Asia will be brougr.t under eiTcctive 
control only with further political develop- 
ment In these countries." 

If that means that the United Gtp.tes ca.n’t 
Eucccsofully fight heroin aiid Vietnamese 
Communists at the same time because too 
many allic.'s are on the side of heroin, it 
shouldn't be hard to choose the worst enemy. 
There can be no national defense even on 
this continent if the invasion of drugs is 
not stopped. 

Mr. President, I a.sk iinanimou;; con- 
sent to liave this very worthy article 
priMted in full in the HEConn. 

There being no objection, the article 
wa.s ordered to be printed in the ItECOKU, 
as follows : 

Pacts Suaswcu on the IfEP.OfN IVaii 
(By Flora Lewis) 

At last the facts of the heioln war in 
Indoahin.a arc trickling out. Many officials, 
and others, have been aware of them for a 
long time. But the ofiiclals weren’t very In- 
terested, and secrecy about the wp.r In Laos 
and American clandestine operations made 
It extra hard for others’ to pinpoint the 
route of heroin from the mouni.alnt-op poppy 
fields of Southca.st Asia to American blood- 
streams. 

The CI.A, which has prime rcaponslhility 
for the Laotian war. long denied any knowl- 
edge of the drug traffic. How it has provided 
Congress, through the Bureau of Narcotics, 
with a report naming the sites of heroin is- 
finerics in Burma, Tlip.iland and Ikios. Fur- 
ther, the public report says that "a senior 
Laotian officer may hold an ownership In- 
terest In some of those facilities,’’ The offl- 
cor, named elsewhere. Is Gen. Ouano Rathl- 
konc, chief of stafi' of the b.aotian army, 
which exl.sts entirely on U.G. subsidy. Army 
units provide a "military defense perlniclej;” 
to guard the refineries. 

The report also confirms for the first time 
on the record that I.aotlan air force planes 
and Laotian and South Vietnamese commer- 
cial planes take the drugs on to markets, 
both the GI , market In South Vietnam and 
Intel nat ional centers which ship to Etiropc 
and the United Stale.?. It does not mention 


Air America, tlie CIA-opcratcd airline in 
Lac-s and Vietnam. But there have long been 
numerous reports thp.t Air America’s secret 
flights sujipor'uing the I.aoUan war rdso 
often tran.sport opium. 

Bcp. liobcrt .Steele of Connecticut, an cx- 
CIA man hlmscli, has named Maj. Gen. Kgo 
Dzu who commands South Vietnam’s Sec- 
ond Military region a.s one Large-scale or- 
g,ani’/..er of the tralfio. 

The opium, from which heroin Is refined, 
is grown chiefly by Moo tribesmen v.’ho llv.e 
In what Is called the "golden triangle" area 
of western Burma, noithcrii Thailand and 
Laos. The CIA organized the Mco of Laos 
into the Anneo Clandestine and h.as accepted 
responsibility for large numbers of them. 

Although it nonnaliy denied having any 
awarencs.5 err Interest In the drug trade,' 
from time to time the CIA claimed progress 
in poi'SU’ading the Mco under Its Influence 
to fAvttch to food crops. Its own report now 
says that "In arc.as (in Laos) where the 
tribesmen have been encouraged to grow 
corn, the poppies are planted among tlie 
corn. When the corn is cut the pcippiss con- 
tlJiuo to grow until they too can be har- 
vested.” 

Vico Adm. IVilliam C. Max:!:, Deputy A.s- 
slsta-nt Secretary of Defemo for Manpower, 
ha,s testified that the only thing that “will 
save our jiidii" from the trc-inci'icToiw drug 
problem, In Viotn.am is troojj withdrawal. 
But the supply route.? arc organized now. 
The high-ranking ofiicla-ks, a-ud by no means 
all the'highc.Ht have a.s yet been named, .still 
have U.S. support and every prospect that 
support will coutlnuo 'after most trLXrps ha-ve 
gone. So tho heroin can be expected to follow 
the GLs homo, a. continuing souvehlr of the 
wa-r. 

Two developments have begun to bring 
Into -the open tho relation of heroin and the 
war. erne is the huge lncrea.se in GI use 
in tho past two years, while the military 
were a.s.sid.uously fighting marijuan.a and vlr- 
tu.ally ignoring t'no oplum-hstoin trade. The 
other is ihonuting public revulsion a.s each 
piece of news apijears hero. 

But tho .situation isn’t very now, Capt. 
Robert Mam-sco, the former Green Beret 
who was acc.uscd of killing a doiPole p.geut, 
tells of camping on tho Ca.mbodian b'order 
in tho Parrot's Betak sector In li)5ti. "Hiero 
was a big market field there; people went 
back and forth as though there were no bor- 
der. Tho price of heroin w.as aslonrshlng; for 
$25 you could get what sells for $000,000 lu 
the United Stales," ho t-old me. "It was being 
bought by South Vietnamese soldiers, ob- 
viously flunkies for the higlicr-ups.” 

On auotbci' occa.slon, he trailed SO pounds 
of pure opium hroug'nt down tho IIo Chi 
Minh Trail by Pathet Jkto Communists along 
with medical supplies and found they were 
sold to South Vietnamese miUtivry and sent 
on to Saigon. "I didn't pay much attention," 
Marasco says “that wasn't our concern.'' 

It is time, late but not too hate, for Ameri- 
can Intolligcnco which does know quite a lot 
about the diug traffic to make it their con- 
cern. It is time to stop defoliating Vietnam- 
ese fields and s',,art defoliating poppy fields. 
It Is time to stop subsidizing high A,sian offi- 
cials who use American support to deal In 
drugs v/Lth impunity. 

- John Ingensoll, director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics, has written Ccingrcs.s that “It Is 
probable tha-t opium production In Eoutli 
ea-st A.sia will be brought under effective 
control only wi'-h further political develop- 
ment In these countries.” 

If the means that fne United State can’t 
successfully fight heroin and Yietnamc.se 
Conununl.'-;t,s at tho same time heeau.se too 
ma-ny allic.s are on tiro side of heroin, it 
shouldn't be hard to choo.sc tlio worst enemy. 
There can be no national doteiv-.c even cm 
this continent if the inva.sion of drugs is not 
stopped. 
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Facts Surface oii the Heroin War 

By ; Flora Lc’^vis S. 


AT LAST the facts of the heroin war in 
Indochina arc trickling out. Many ofncinls, 
and others, have been awaro of them fora 
long time. But the officials weren’t very in- 
terested, and secrecy about-the war in Laos 
and American clandestine operations made 
it extra liarcl for others’ to pinpoint the 
route of heroin from the mountaintop poppy 
fields of Southeast Asia to American biood- 
/ streams. 

The CIA, v/hich has prime responsibility 
for the Laotian war, long denied any knowl- 
edge of the drug traffic. Now it has provided 
^ Congress, through the Bureau of Narcotics, 
with a report naming the sites of heroin rc- 
;finerios in Burma, Thailand and Laos. Fur- 
ther, the public report says that ‘'a senior 
Laotian officer may hold an ownership in- 
.tercst in some of these facilities.” The offi- 
cer, named elsewhere, is Gem Ouane Rathi- 
kone, chief of staff of tlie Laotian aiunv 
which c.xists entirely on U.S. subsidy. Army 
units provide a "military defense perimeter” 
Ho guard tlic refineries, 

, 'fhe report also confirms for the first time 
o'n tlie record that Laotian air force planes 
a^nd Laotian and ■South Vietnamese commei'- 
cial planes take the drugs on to markets, 
botli the GI market in South Vietnam and ' 
international centers whi'cli ship to Europ'e 
and tlie United States. It does not mention 
Air America, the CIA-operated airline in 
Laos and Vietnam, But there have long been 
numerous reports that Air America’s secret 
flights supporting the Laotian war also 
often transport opium. 

Rep. Robert Steele of Connecticut, an c.x- 
CIA man himself, has named Maj, Gen. N^o 
Dzu who commands South Vietnam’s Sc"c- 
ond_ Military region as one large-scale or- 
ganizer of tlie traffic. 

THE opium, from which heroin is refined 
Is giowiy chiefly by l\Ieo tribesmen who live 
In what is called the "golden triangle” area 
of western Burma, norlliern Thailand and 
Laos The CIA organized the Meo of Laos 
into the Armcc Clandestine and has accepted 
r^^sponsibility for large numbers of them. 

Although jt - normally denied having any 
awareness or interest in tiic drug trade 
from time to time the CIA claimed progress 
111 persuading the Meo under its influence to ■ 
switch to fooci crops. Its own report now 
says that “in areas (in Laos) where the 
tribesmen have been encouraged to gvow 
corn, the poppies are planted among the 
corn. When the corn is cut the poppies con- 
tinue to, grow' until they too can be har- 
vested.” ^ 

Vice Adm. William C, Mack, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense for JManpower 


has testified that the only, tiling that "will. 
Save our inen” from the tremendous drugl 
problem . in Vietnam is troop withdrawal. 
Bui Uie supply routes ai,'e organized now. 
11 'll official.s, and by no means 

ail the higJicst iiave as yet been named, still 
nave U.S. support and every prospect tliat 
support will conliniio after most troops have 
gone. So the heroin can be expected to fol- 
low the Gls home, a continuing souvenir of 
the war. ■ , i 

TWO developments have begun to bring 
into the open the relation of heroin and 
111 e war. One is the huge increase in GI use 
in tnc p;;.st two years, while the military 
were assiduously fighting marijuana and vir- 
tuaJIy ignorin.g the opiiun-hcroin trade. The 
other is mounling public revulsion as’ each 
piece of ncw.s appears licrc. 

But ^ the sit.iatioa isn’t very now. Capt. 
Robert, kl-u.asco, the former Green Beret 
who was accused of kiliing a double agent, 
.tells of camping on the Cambodian border 
in the I arrot's Beak sector in 1960. "There 
was a big market field there; people went 

H tlicre were no bor- 

der. j.l!o 1)1 .'ce of iieroin was n.slonishing; for 
S^o you could get w-lial .soils for $.600,000 in 
Hie Uiulcd States,” lie told me. "It was being 
bought by Soutii Vietnamese soldiers ob- 
viously flunkies for the' bighor-ups.” ’ 

On anotlier occasion, he trailed 30 pounds 
of_ pure opium brou.ght down tlic Ho Chi 
klinli Irail by Patliet Lao Communists along 
W'lht medical supplies and found they were 
sold to South Vietnamese military and sent 
on to Saigon. “I didn’t pay much attention,” 
iMai asco says; "that wasn’t our concern.” 

It js time, late but not too iate, for Ameri- 
can intelligence which does know' quite a lot 
about Die drug traffic to make it their con- 
cern. It is time to stop defoliating Vietnam- 
cse fields and start defoliating poppy fields. 

It IS time to stop subsidizing high Asian offi- 
cials w’ho use American support to deal in 
drugs with impunity. 

Joiin Ingorsoll, d'ircclor. of the Bureau of 
Narcotic.?’ has written Congress that “It is 
probable that opium production in South- 
east Asia w'il! be brought under effective 
control only witii further politic.al develop- 
ment in tiicsc countries.” 

If that means that the United States can’t 
successiuliy fight . iieroin and Vietnamese 
Communists at the same lime because too 
many allies are on the side of heroin it 
shouldn’t^ be hard to choose tlie worst 
enemy. There can be no national defense 
even on this continent if tlie invasion of 
drugs is not stopped. , 

T^, , 19.71 by Ncwsdjiy. • - w 

J^iStrlbutcd by FosAiixeles Times SvndicaU 
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■ WnOSS'OFSDM WAR NOW? ^ 

From a third lo a half of Uie returning S.E. Asia 
invasion veterans have used or arc addicted to 
drugs. I’i'affic in opium is common among the gov- 
ernment officials who arc our puppets, according 
to John lugersoll, director of the Bureau of Nar- 
cotics before the H.puse Select Committee on 
Crime on June 1st. ‘Tie said the heroin traffic is. 
costing the U.S. ?3.5 billion a year,” according to- 
I. F. Stone (June H/71), and-Uiat 178 pounds of 
opium were found a few- weeks ago on a plane of ^ 
Air America, tlio CIA’s airline operating illegally 'Y 
in I<aos. 

' Weapons supplied Chiang Kai Shek with our ta.x 
money were exclianged for opium which w'as sold 
to American soldiers in Vietnam with aid of a 
top general in Laos, according to Rep. Paul C. 

' Rogers of Florida. Now, Senator Frank Church of 
Idalro reports tliat tire State Dept, is opposing Con- 
gres.sional bills that would cut off aid to countries 
that arc sources of dope. Such laws would hurt 
diplomatic relations, according to Washington. 

If Nixon is not in the dope bu.siness, you figure 
it out. The morals of lhi.s administration arc 
straiglil from tire gutter. And now Kissinger. 
Laird, and Rogers are out pimping in tlie provin- 
.ces of the empire. Nixinger policy will make us 
a leper among nations. Row stupid can the Repub- 
licans get. LBJ included? 

■ PROFESSOR S.X., San Diego, Cal. 
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' By TA:\n\IY ARBUCKLE ] 

Special to The Star* 

■ VIENTIANE — TJ.S. officials 
have admitted for the first time 
that . large-scale operations are 
being conducted on the Plain of 
Jars in north Laos and three 
battalions of special commandos 
are in control of two-thirds of 
the plain’s area. 

“Hundreds of tons” of food, 
ammunition, and arms have 
been found in caches on the 
plain by 12-man commando 
teams, officials said yesterday. 

Eighty percent of the caches 
contain food and the remainder 
arms, the sources said, mention- 
ing one item found~25 cases of 
Vietnamese canned candy. 

Little Farming Noted 
The teams have seen no local 
population to date, officials said, 
and this, coupled with the high 
percentage of food in the caches, 
indicates the 5.000 people who 
chose to remain with the Coni' 
munists during the 19S9 evacua 


Another five" battalions of 
Thais, Lao and Mcos are in the 
new positions on the plain’s 
south rim. 

The U.S. admission to the op- 
eration on the plain comes after 
a 72-hour coverup. Asked about 
■the missions, earlier claims that 
commandos were only on the 
south and west approaches to 
the plain, a U.S. Embassy offi- 
cial said, “That was a mis- 
take.” Presumably, this also ap- 
plies to similar claim by State 
Department briefers in Wash- 
ington. 

Gen. Thongphanh Knoksy, the 
Lao military spokesman, tells 
the press here to ask the Amer- 
icans about the ofieration. Top 
Lao military officers insist the 
operation is coordinated by the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, 

Led by Americans 

Lao military men say the 
teams on the plain are led by 
Americans. In some cases on 
some teams there are two 


/ 


tion have not farmed on the Americans who the Meo say 
plain in the past 18 months. are “commando leaders” based 
With no population to grow: at Site 14 Pakkao, 10 miles 


food, the Vietnamese werei 
forced to bring in food to the 
plain area. HencCj the largel 
caches, U.S. officials reason 
Commando teams have receivodj 
a few rounds of mortar fire butj 
CO contact by fire with Vietnam- 
ese troops. 

U.S. officials insist the opera- 
ion is small, with no intention to 
occupy tlie plain. The sole ob- 
jective is to destroy Communist 
mpplies, slow Hanoi’s next 
iry-season offensive and per- 
haps relieve the pressure on 
Bouam Long north of the plain, 
Meo troops there, encumbered 
' with 15,000 civilians, have been 
taking hundreds of rounds of 
shelling nightly, and at least 44 
civilians have been killed. 

Even U.S. B52 strikes failed to 
remove enemy gunners. The 
/plain operation appears set to 
continue for some time with 
, Air America planes stacking up 
over commando bases near the 
•Plain of Jars airstrip, known as 
Lima 22, in the central plain. 
Commandos cleared land- 
ing places for the first aircraft, 
and U.S. engineers worked to 
clear mines from the regular 
airstrips. 


southeast of the main U.S. base 
at L-ong Chen. There are also 
American military men in ad- 
visory positions. 

It is relatively easy for report- 
ers to find out about American 
team leaders from Meo and Lao 
military personnel in conversa- 
tion. One must prefer these 
sources to State Departmnet 
denials, particularly w’hen the 
U.S. Embassy in Vientiane takes 
every step possible, first to cover 
up these operations, particularly 
the present ones on the plain, 
and, second, to prevent corre- 
spondents seeing the operations. 

Thousands of Meos and Lao of 
the Laos hill populations see 
Americans engaged in military 
pursuits in their mountains. 
Some of them _ inform North 
Vietnamese troops, making non- 
sense of embassy claims that 
these operations should ba 
hidden because of U.S. national 
security. The CIA has certainly 
run an efficient operation in 
north Laos in many respects, 
but the fact that the agency is 
operatilng in the area has in 
itself become an excuse and a 
tool to cover up the deep U.S. 
military and political involve- 
ment in th 
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Oui' Spaci:d Corrospondotii- 
in l(5cio“Ch!na ‘ 


.|^ ECEMT- GVenlS’ have <i2oIn fociissoci 
public atlcnUon on the Valley of. 
Jars. Once tins green valley frained 
by a cliain .of roeby hills presented en 
Idyllic scene: rice fields, peaceful vU- 
lages diowsing: in the shade of tocomlt' 
; ?ihii5| small flourishing towns, and scat- 
' tfjxd over the fields Ilia enormous 
roughly fEishioned .stone jars inarkino 
the burial places of an ancient clvili.- 
ratioii. Now all of 11 has been reduced 
to ashe.s. For many years under the 
control of thb 'Laotian guerillas, the 
Volley of Jars was the. target of mas- 
sive strikes by the U,S, B-5?, super- 
bombcr.s,. of "total defeat bomb strikes," 
to use Wa.shington’s lingo. Every B-fif! 
strike meant 30 tons of bonib.s, a rnln 
of fir-G arid iron, the total killing of 
.hundreds of I-aotion pee.sanl.s v/ilh their 
wives and children. Those who 'sur- 
vived hid by (lay In deep bomb craters, 
only emerging at night to bury their 
(lead- and find food, fiarly this month 
the Americans resumed, (heir air raids 
while simultaneously lrans[xrrt planes 
thartered by the CL’S, landed the cut- 
throat rangers It had hired in the 
Valley. The fianies of war have flared 
, up with renevred force In the lieart of 
. long-suffering Laos. . ' 

j Idtllc Inos lie.s on a major strategic 
crossroad.s of ’war-torn Indo-Cliina, but 
why has it again become tire object of 
Washi)igton’.s criminal. aggression at this 
particular Moment? If the American 
press Is to ba believed, Pro.sidont Nixon 
and . his close a-sshstants arc not Inclined 
to. cliallenge -public ophuou and rc- 
jpxt out of hand the now proposals put 
forward by the patriotic forces of Viet- 
nam, which open the vyay to peaceful 
SGttlerrrent in 'all of Indo-Chlna, not 
only Vietnam, This psaco programme 
is .strongly supported by broad sections 
of the Arnerican people / as vrell us 
vrdrld public, opinion. Yet It Is report-, 
ed' Irpm' V/ashington that the CIA has 
fiubmitftrd to Fresidertt Nh:oxj n special ! 
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report v/ilh a "negative appraisrd" of 
the Violnamose patriots' hew poaerr Ini- 
tiative, Tliere appears to be a hidden 

connection bctv/cen this report and the 
present action in Laos. Periiaps tho.se 
quarters in Washington which v/ish to 
quash all hope of peace in Indo-China 
have chosen to avoid an explosion of 
public '1 indignation by torpedoing the 
efforts of the. peace, supporters liiid-ar a 
cloak of secrecy, v/ith the aid of that 
well-tried tool of American reaction, 
the CIA and il.s hirelings. It will nol 
be the first time the CIA has handled 
dirty v.’ork of lliis sort. 

The CIA military venture In Laos 
alsohn.s the aim of disrupting the pres- 
ent contacts In Vientiane between 
rrinc.e Eouvnhna I’hotima, Pilme Minis- 
ter of the Vientiane government, and 
Tiao iSouk Vong.sak, special envoy ol 
Princts Souphanciuvong, president .of the 
Lao ■ Patriotic Front. .Since officially 
the Americans have no 'part In the.se 
contacts, (he Iaolinn.s tvoiihi .seem to 
stand a good chance of reaching agree- 
ment on preliminary conditio'ns for iie- 
gotioilng a pence In their country'. That 
possibility - ero.so anev/ cm '.June , 22, 
when Prince Souphanouvong,, acting, on ■ 
behalf of, the Patrlcrtlc Front, , proposed 
a .draff agreement ■ On' a ceasefire, in-, 
eluding cessation of American nir raids 
on Lti.ollan len-ltoiy. A ^'/ 0 ek later' the 




h end ol llie Vientiane go v c r n rn e n 
fought .shy of accepting Iho proposals 
opening the way todermination of the. 
war and restoration' of .peace in Laos. 

And Immediately after - lliis, the CIA 
sent Us planes and mercenaries to the. 

Valley of Jars. 

When,/ on ,Iuly 8, foreign coriras- QTATIMTI 
pondenls in Vientiane requested tlia 
Laos.'DcIence Ministry to explain llie 
character of llie hostilities in the Val- 
ley of Jars, General Knoksy replied; 

."The .government is not lesponsibie 
for. this operation ... you. should ask 

, the Arnerican Embassy, this is theli 
affair." . , ' • 

' .The LLS, Embassy, hov/cver, promptly 
dl.snvowed the Laotian General's state- 
ment niicl denied that it was involved 
in the attack 011 the Valley of Jans. Tho 
Washinglo'A diplomats were obviously 
resorting to one of their habitual Tics, 
easily soon llirough by observers of 
llie American aggression in Laos, where 
th(3 U.S. 'Embassy v/orks hand in glove 
with the CIA. 


IH DLFlA'dCtl " 

,OF •/HP GtiHEVA 
AGnEEMCtt'fS 

Vientiane is a small city so that the 
swamr of Amerierns In it is very con- 
spicuoins. A big section in the centre of 
the capital 'i.s occupied by the build- 
ings of the American Emba.s.sy and the' 
office of Washington's Agency for In- 
ternational Development. Next to the 
biggest ebtema theatre, the Lanxang, 
is the office of the United Ktalcs In- 
formation Agency (USL-\). At the edge 
of the ci.ty, behind a wire enclosrsre, 
are rows of cottages for the American 
personnel. And at the airfield there is 
a mass of transport planes of various 
makes, all with ''Air America" on their 
fuselage. None carry identification 
mark.s on .their w'ings or tall. - ' 

Offidlally, Air America Is a )irivalG / 
company, owned by Pacific Corporation. 

The director, of lliS- latter, George Doole, 
usually parries questions about - Air 
-America's activities , v/ith a je.st; 

. "I .don't know all of our custom- 
ers' private business and relations, So 
help rne, that's a fact." 

Tire Adr America manager in Vlen; 
tUme, James Cunningham, also evades 
giving a direct ansv/or. ' 

"We. opera to oh & y'ou-call, 'we-hau! 
basis. V/e don't go Into details." 


CiCtTiTinued 
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1, sored by U S. in 


. . President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
Administration, amid his hesita- 
tion and reluctance to take final 
decisions, was sponsoring co- 
vert South Vietnamese vrarfare 
against North Vietnam starting 
"in February, 1964, and drawing 
Up plans tliat spring for overt 

■ ... . ' . . 

,'i These activities— long before 

'the Aug. 4, 1964, Tonkin Gulf 
GC.stroyer incident that led to a 
Congressional \mte authorizing 



to Bombifi 


"all necessary stciis”, to aid Jow-Ievel and unsuccessful in , 
Southeast Asian toimtrics — i telligenco and sabotage efforts 
were described in the first in- the C.I.A. had carried, out, 
stallnicnt. | earlier in North Vietnam. The; 

The scries was based on a, 34A attacks were under the,' 
IJofcnse Department 'study,| control of Gen. Paul D. Harkins, 


i commissioned in 1967 by Scc' 

' rotary Kobert S. McNamara to 
learn how American in\’t'lvc- 
incnt in Southeast Asia de- 
veloped. The study ranged from 
■World War II until the start of 
peace talks in Paris in May, 
1968. 

There arc gaps in Hie Penta- 
gon study — the researchers 
lacked access to Presidential 
files — afid in that part 'of it 
obtained by The Times — it 
Tacks the chapter on diplomatic 
initiatives, some of v.diich arc 
continuing, 

A Report by McNamara , 

The first of 13 documents 
published in the initial install- 
ment was a report on Dec. 21, 
1963, by Secretary McNamara 
to President Johnson. This said 
"plans for covert action into 
North Vietnam were prepared 
as we had requested." 

"They present,” he went on, 
"a variety of sabotage and psy- 
• chological operations against 
Nortli Vietnam from which I 
believe we should aim to select 


head of government, Gon. 
Nguyen Khan, told Ambas.sador 
■ Lodge lie wanted the United 
Before The New York Times was restrained by Fed- 'states to start bombing and to 
end cowl order from continuing with its series on the send in 10,000 troops. 
pcmon of «,o violnam .w, it „od pulUshcd ,„o 

first three parts. They dealt with the first years of the Ad- j^nc 1 and 2, 1964, Secretary 
ministration of President Lyndon B. Johnson. Here is a McNamara said '‘iL_ might be 
summery of those three articles and a recapitulation of 

some of the key documents published with them on June sevei-i divisions" of American 
13, 1 4 and 15: troops. I 

One effort to apportion | 
Difference of Opinion .■ ■American aims in South Viet- 
, , , . nam -was attnbuted to a momo- 

The Johnson Administration i-audum by John T. McNaugh-l 
was convinced from radio inter- ton As.sistant Secretary of Ds-' 
ceptioiis that Nortii Vietnam fense as follov/s: 
was directing the Vietcong “yd pet— To'avoid a humil-l 
despite intelligence analyses jafing U.S. defeat (to our repu- 
that argued "the primary tation as a guarantor), 
sources of Communist strength “20' pet.— To keep SVN (and 
in Soutli Vietnam are indig- then adjacent) territory from 
cnous" _ arising from ' social Chinese hands. 


Tlired Personne.r Used 
Tliey differed from lelatively 


chief of the United States Mili- 
tary Assistance Command in 
.Saigon, with raids performed 
by the South Vietnamese orl 
their “hired personnel.” 

Tile covert v.'ar bad a second 
major segment— air operations 
in Laos by 25 to 40 propeller- 
driven T-2S fighter-bombers. 
These bore Laotian Air Force 


markings, but wcre nianned in IjAnieri.can air comma 
part by pilots of Air Arncricmii-on, codc-iianied Far: 


a C.I.A. -controlled line and iTi 
part by Thai pilots under the 
control of Ambassador Leonard 
Unger. 

Regular United States Air 
Force and Navy jet planes, 
■'code - named Yankee Team, 
gathered photographic intelii- 
geiicc for the T-2S bombing 
raids. The reconnaissance 
moved from high - altitude 
flights at tlie start of 1964 to 
low-altitudo sorties in May; in 
June armed escort jets were 
added, bombing and strafing 
wlien the reconnaissance planes 
were fired on. 

A third element in the covert 


J 


fliosc that provide maximum pressure was the pa- 

pressure with niiiiimum risk.” trolling by American clestroyers 
The “covert iiiilitaiy opera- ^ Tonkin. Code- 

tions,” drawn up by the Central named Dc Soto patrols, the 


and nationalist aims. 

Oil Marcli 16, 1954, describiiigj 
a worsening situation. Secre- 
tary 'McNamara urged new 
plans up to “graduated overt] 
military prcs.sure,”’ ready on 30 
days’ notice for strikes against 
North Vietnam by the South 
Vietnamese Air Force and an 
inmando squad- 
anngate, that 
operated with South Vietna- 
iiiesc-markiiigs. . . 

President Johnson approved 
the McNamara recommenda- 
tions at a •National Security 
Council meeting March 17, 
1964. On March 20, . President 
Jolinson cabled Ambassador 
Hemy Cabot Lodge in Saigon; 

“ . . .our planning for action 
against the North is on a con- 
tingency basis at present, ano 
immediate problem in this area 
is to develop the strongest mili- 
tary and politfcal base for pos- 
sible later action.” 

On April 17, the Joint Chiefs 
approved a so-called scenario. 
Operation Plan 37-64, including 
escalation steps against North 


“ 10 pet. — To permit the peo- 
ple of SVN to enjoy a better, 
freer way of life.” 

One move at United States re- 
quest bad JJ Blair Seaborn, Ca- 
nadian member of tlie^Inlenia- 

tional Control Commission, pass 
on a warning June IS to North 
Vietnam’s Premier, Pham Van 
Dong, that escalating the war- 
fare could bring “tiie greatest 
devastation” to North Vietnam. 

Separate from the Defense 
Dep.artiiient study, which was 
prepared in 1967 and 1968, was 
a 1965 Dcfciiso Department 
command and control study of, 
the Tonkin Gulf incident. 1 

In a 34A . operation. South] 
Vietnamese naval commandos I 
raided two North Vietnamc.se' 
islands in tlie gulf at midniglit 
July 30. On Aug. 2, a De Solo 
intelligence-gathering patrol by 
the de.stroyer Maddox wound 
up in a clash with North Viet- 
namese PT boats, which the 
study said apparently mistook 
tlio Maddox for a South Vietna- 
mese escort ve.ssel. 


Vietnam up, to air attacks and On Aug. 3 President Johnson 
mining of ports, initially by ordered the destroyer C. Turner 


mg 

Stine 34A bombard- 
were staged by South 
Vietnamese PT boats. 


Intelligence Agency station and ships collected mtelligencc on South Vietnamese but possibly t'oy tq re iifoi ce the Maddox 
the anilitary command in Sai- warning radars and coastal dc-j using United States aircraft. the gulf. Jhat mglit, two 

gon.werebcgutiFcb. I, 1964,as fenscs. ^ , '■ Military action was not to ^anUesti 

Operation Plan 34A. President In a memorandum on Jan. 22, begin until after, a joint Con-.^.'^^s v 
Johnson’s hope wa.s that they 1954, Gen. Maxwell p. qmylor,' gre.ssional resolution. _ i .. p a -r 

filirht eventually induce North -Joint Chiefs On May 4, South Vietnam’s , , ^1, Ton- 

Vie^tnani to halt the Vietcong of .Staff, contended that "the '.km Gulf time, the two Atnen- 

and Pathet Lao insurrections. .Llnitcd States must be prepared 
Througli I96-1, they included;to put aside many of the self- 
flights over Nortli Vietnam byjJ!’'''POscd restrictions” and to 


U-2 spy planes, the kidnapping 
of North Vietnnmosc citizens 
for 'iiilclligcnco information, 
commando raids from the sea 
to blow up rail and highway 
bridges ■and the bonih.ordmeiit' 
of coastal installations by PTj 
boats-. 


“undertake bolder actions,”, 
even to "commit U,.S'. forces as, 
necessary in direct actions! 
against North Vietnam.” ■! 


I carl destroyers were attaclred 
by North Vietnamese torpedo 
boat.s, according to the Penta- 
gon account. 

_ At a national .Security Coun- 
cil meeting on the afternoon of 
Aug. 4, Washington time. Pres- 
ident Joiin.son ordered Ameri- 
can reprisal air strikes, cIio:sen 
by the Joint Cliicf.s from a 94- 
target list drawn uii at the end 
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The springtime in Laos is very dry. 
Save for the, brief Mango rains, the 
heat is unrelieved, and shriveled 
green leaves lie like dead frogs in the 
dusty roads. The sun is dull red in 
the smoke and haze, for in the 
springtime the hill people slash and 
burn the brush off the hillsides. The 
pilots say that the haze stretches all 
across the northern marches of 
Southeast Asia from North Vietnam 
across to Burma. The Air America 
helicopters must pick their way care- 
fully among the fantastic limestone 
outcroppings that rise like castles 
from the wooded hills tumbling out 
of China. One realizes that the misty 
mountains of the classical Chinese 
landscape paintings were not the 
product of artistic imaginations, but 
faithful reproductions of nature. 

Here in these hills, fifty miles 
northeast of Vientiane, there is an 
airstrip known to the pilots as site 
272. It is the center for American 
refugee relief in Northern Laos and 
the fall-back point for Long Cheng, 
/the secret CIA base twenty-five miles 
V to the north. Long Cheng is the 
headquarters for the Meo General 
Vang Pao’s “Armee Clandestine,”- 
supported by the, CIA. All this past 
winter and spring the base has been 
under siege by the North Vietnam- 
ese. The hill peoples, the highland 
Lao and the’ Meo dependents of 
Vang Pao's army, have been fiecing 
south by the thousands, pouring into 
the hills and valleys near- site 272. 
They make temporary bamboo^ shel- 
ters, and Air America drops rice to 


them, for they have no food. There is 
the despair of uncertainty. No oiie 
can tell them what their future will 
be. Like Laos itself, they have long 
since lost control of their own des- 
tiny. 

In one such makeshift settlement 
the villaae chief greets visitors with a 
gold-toodicd sndle. There arc over 
nine hundred people in his imme- 
diate area — four hundred of them 
arc children. One night, the Pathet 
Lao and the North Vietnamese had 
come to his village. 1 he soldiers in a 
nearby government outpost had de- 
tected no enemies in the area: ‘‘So we 
went to bed happy,” the village chief 
said. 

‘‘But at four o’clock in the morning 
we were attacked. Before we knew it, 
they were in the village shooting and 
the houses were burning." Squatting 
down on his haunches, the village chief 
described with his hands in the dirt 
how the enemy had come and the at- 
tack on the outpost- — the short, sharp 
e.xplosions, the [lames, the rifle fire, the 
measured hammering of the fifty- 
calibers, and then silence. Death had 
come in the classic Indochina v.-ay: a 
small, isolated outpost overrun in the 
night. It was a scene that has been 
played a thousand times in the last 
twenty-five years of war. _ 

The villagers escaped into the sur- 
rounding woods, and for tsvo days 
they' marched over some of the most 
impenetrable and inhospitable coun- 
try on earth, ‘‘We were so soi’ry to 
leave everything behind,” the chief 
said, ‘‘and the march w'as very dilfi- 
cult. We w'alkcd tw-o days, and the 
people cried and cried over the 
mountains. Two people died; one 


was an old person and the other was 
a child.” There w-as talk that the men 
might be conscripted into Vang Pao s 
army, but the chief did not know for 
sure, and he did not know ^ what 
would happen to his people. ‘ I atn 
afraid,” he said. 

“For what?” 

At site 272 the Air America planes 
continue taking off and landing in a 
roar of red dust, bringing rice, pigs, 
and ducks to the refugees. But one 
senses the end of a decade of Amcii- 
can policy in Laos. Ten ycats ago, 
when the Americans first began to 
train and equip the Meo tribesmen, 
Vang Pao’s guerrillas operated all over 
NorrheastcimLaos--far behind enemy 
lines to the borders of North Viet- 
nam itself. Fewer than two dozen 
American servicemen have been 
killed in these mountains. Asians 
fight Asians. But ten years of costly, . 
vainglorious offensives and uni emit- 
ting pressure from North Vietnamese 
counteroffensives have pushed the 
Meo beyond their endurance. Vang 
Pao’s- losses in the last three years 
have been so heavy that the Armee 
Clandestine is no longer an ex- 
clusively Meo force. Almost half 
their numbers are now made up of 
other highland peoples. And in the 
last three or four years, the Meo have 
been organized to 'fight in battalion- 
sized units of over five hundred men 
instead of small guerrilla units. As a 
result, the slaughter has been magni- 
fied. Vang Pao’s army can no longer 
hold Long Cheng alone, and by early 
April it vvas reliably reported by Lao 
and American sources that no fewer 
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THE CJ-'.A. IN ASIA (II): No intGlligcnce operation in Asia is as welj^. 
heeled as that, of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 

— annual working budget of the C.I.A. runs over Uo$600 millron. 

If^^T^flf^’n^ore tha^, . Asia,„a if you count the cost 

of f:on, otb.t.b.S. Coverncent agencrcs. lor. 

S Air Force planes are used to monitor foreign nuclear tests and 
It ^ no] er The apency, while having its owrr cryptographers, draws 

on the Army's^'corps’of 100,000 code specialists and eavesdroppers to .tap 

Asian^communications.^_^^^ of ten 'opera te off U.S. Navy ships in the Pacific, 

^‘^^^^!r4r:;:Lratsr^nrivr^rln;:;m:;i Defense intelligence 

Agency (D.J..a!) which has a substantiaT_on_e.r.itiojr. of i ts owr, m Asra. 


The D.I.A. spends from its 


Tw^"bTdiTt mTre'Than US$1 billion a year 


ine o.J-./i. 

amount' of confidential data it collects through its embassies, consulates 


ini' nf r onr 1 C Gu t la i. cia La il c. w j, s.. ..c v... 

j* 1 . t-Wo r t A This includes information gathcieo 

And travelling diplomats to tne C.I.A. •■ _ justice Department 

hv -oents of the Federal Bureau or Investigation (KB. I.) the Justice^ 
ancrthe U . S, ^Treasury .( Secret Service) attached to diplomatic nussi . 

■^^'"''^The C.KA. also works clc^d v with The 'ix?.te|l.l^eacc_^>l^ 
force's "of t£e_cou.n tri es consider ed Americjh -K±jJ,A£^^^ langing 

information with them. 

VJliere d6es all the C.I.A. money go? ^ s overt 

■ It funnels o.ut in riy K a^^d ij^.U ons ; to pay f or the^ ogen.y s^ oyo 

intelTiTSir^TlTthering activities, tofinance^ dirty _ tricks and 
clandestine capers, to prop up ousted or failing po iticj.ans anc 


’VUslnfotmation'* ai^d other psychological v/arfare^ploys. 

• - 1 z*. 1 . ^.1 ... V Tmnr>ri. 


Despite, the C.I.A. 's o 


t-deserved 


sinister image, a good deal of its 


funds are expended on open ^ other publications 
These go for subscriptions t.o nev;spopers, periodica. ^ 

and -alaries'-'fbr those who must .scan them for intelligence cidbits. ^ 

and -J - ,,,, than' m'of the C.I.A.'s world-wide into ligence 

incut Lmes ^rsuch overt sources. (/ai estimated 35% comes from cleKronic 
.sphng and less than 15% from JAKES BOND- type, cloak-and-dagger opeiatious.) 

■ C.I.A. funds expended in Asia go into covert ■ 

activi^iesj^\j^d pq^ Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900100001-4 
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THE continuing storm over -puMIcation of 
secret Pentagon papers contnins leasous for 
all of us in the nev.'s business and for tlio 
country and the government as well, 

The newspaper.H are . learning from this 
episode and from the national loss of memo- 
ry that ha.s occurred since 19S4 that their 
Impact on public opinion in the United States 
is tragically limited. The sul^atanco and In 

■ some ca.seK the precise details of virtually 
everything The Wasiiington Post and The 
New Yoi')!; 'Times have printed from the Pen- 
tagon paijcns is ancient histor 5 '. It wns near- 
ly xill pul)]ishecl wJiile it was happening. And 
it wa.s lai-gely a futile enterprise; neither the 
public nor the coiigres.sional politicians were 
listening. 

• The government J.s Icarnijig something, 
loo. It is learning that policy is poorly com- 
municated and public opinion is poorly 
shaped by proxy. All thi'ough tho early^ 
19G0s, government officials were anonymous- 
ly "leaking” their fears and "options” for 
Vietnam through the pre.sg as a .substltuto 
for public candor and direct coininunication 
with the people. 'This produced conaiderahlo 
support for the government'.s xig-zag policies 
by most of the ma.ior new.spapor.'i, including- 
'The Post and 'Tl\a TiJne.s. But newspaper 
editorials arc not necessarily the voice of 
the people, and nev/spaper.s, as is now evi- 
dent, are inadequate in.'jtruments for public 
education. 

, VV'hat tile public and politicians could 
learn from this experience is that if they 
sit there asleep in tho back row wlille their 

■ destinies are being debated, they are in a 
poor po.sition when tho slumber ends to cry 
foul and search for- scapegoats. 

c-w> • 

THE PACT,S of this particular case aro 
that 'The I’ost and Tho Times and other 
large news organizations published- thou- 
sands of stories, editorials and esaay.s in 
lf)6-l_describing the deteriorating military and 
apolitical sHuation in Vietnam — just as it 
was deso'ibcd in tlio official memoranda, 
and cables in the Pentagon papers. 'The vari- 
ous options and contigency plaii.s being put 
before- the President, at that timo were re- 
ported repeatedly and accnrate]y--as they 
aro 3,iow reported in the official papers. 

Tho growing combat I'olo of American 
forces was laid out in impres.sive detail on 
' front pages all over the country— the first 
u.ses of napalm against suspected enemy 
village.?, the commitment of U.S. helicopters 
and crewmen to the battlefields, the recon- 
naissance, bombing and strafing mi.sslojis of 
U.S. aircraft in Soidh Vietnam and Laos, 
role in the training and transport 
of South Vietnamese raiding parties into 
North Vietnam, the participation of U.S. 
advisers and Sjieeial Forces teams in major 
battloE, the use of U.S. troops in perimeter 
defense at military bases. 'The circumstances 

^ 0^’Ui Vi cti) rtjnesQ tQiTitory, wor^ _ 


By iiiciiard llarv/ood 


‘'icciirately at the time.- 'The pos-i 
Mbiht,,e.s of U.S. air raids on North Vietoam 
weio leported and discussed In the press 
repoatediy far in adv-anco of the evcmt.Vs! 
casualty lists and the new fimeralr, afAr- 
Cemetery recei-ved increas- 
ing pioi-ninence in the news as tho war 
revved up In 19G4, 

■ correspondents wrote 

in I'ohruary, 1961, "there are 18,500 military 
pm-sonnol ni South Vietnam; .sorAe S'fS 1 mr! 
leans have died, about 100 of them hreom- 
bdt, but tliei-e ha.s been no outcry what 

™r’atmiIdT’° out our, troops. 

r ^ i expression 

of matin mg Amcrjcaii opinion, of a willim'- 

^won noi lost; to accept the fact that the 
a\orcmi tVar was the first of what probablv 
will be a Iiost of ‘mean, frustrating and 
.ici yc-wi aching ivaits,' tiic tci-m Secretary 
of Stale Dean Ru.sk applied last April to - 
the struggle in South Vietnam,” 

FOLLOWING the Gulf of Tonlaii inci- 
dents The 'Times editoralizod: "United 
States dctorminatioii to assure the inde- 
pendence of South Vietnam, if ever doubt- 
ed before, cannot be doubted nov.' by the 
Commimists to the north or their a]lie.s- ” 

A few days laicr G.’iie G.'imes said: "The 
Amorjcans went into Vietnam in 1954 to 
fill the vacuum left by tlie IT’cnch and to 
contain tlic advance of conununlsm in that 
part of Soutlioast Asia, 'Tlio motives are 
exemplary and every American • can be 
proud of them, but the crucial quc.'jtioiis 
are; Can it be- done? ... Is this war neces- 
sary?” 

'These readings of "mature” and “united” 
American opinion toward the war wero 
probably wrong. What tho evidence from 
■that tirnci. suggests in that dospito. the pre- 
occupation of the newspapers and of the 
government witii Vietnam, the public was 
both ill-informed and not greatly interested. 

'The Gallup Poll in May, ]96'1-, reported tliat 
63 per cent of the American people had no 
opinion about Iho \var or liow it wa.s going 

or what tlie United States should do. Tiie 
reason for that, Gallup explained, was that 
this G3 per cent v.'ere paying no atteiitJon to 
development, s in Soutlicast A.sia; neither the 
iimyspapers nor (iie government had gotten 
their attention. Six montlis later, v.dien the 
wai fever in Washingtoji and in the jircss 
was ri.sing, the Coimcil on Foreign Relatioii.s 
reported the results of another poll. One 
in four adult American, s, t-lie council found 
was not even awai'e tliat a war was goiim on 
in Southeast Asia. “ : 

Wliat Quid they been told bv the pi-oss’^ If 
Hu&k,..was snyiiiir that retaliation agaimst 
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Byroter A. Jay • 

Washlneton Post Foreien Service 

■ DUCPHONG, South Vict- 
‘nani, June 21— It v/as old 

• politics •with a new Victnam- 
’ese twist, 

• Col. Luu Yem, the portly 
cioUr puffing chief of Phiioc- 
'long Province, was out beat- 
ing the bushes for support 
for his boss, President 
Thieu. 

The presidential election 
is of some importance to 
•Yem, who was appointed 
.hprovinca chief by Thieu two 
years ago and who enjoys 
his job as the military ^gov-. 

. ernor of Phuoclong’s 45,000 
residents. 

• “If President Thieu doesn’t 
■' win, I might end up in jail," 

• he said — and chuckled. 

The colonel had dropped 
i into Duephong to help cele- 
brate the opening of a hew 
Catholic Church. 

Most, of the residents of 
the area, a thinly populated 
district in the red-earth hill 
country near the Cambodian 
border, are Montagnard 
‘tribesmen whose gods are 
those of the forest and 
mountains. But there is a 
ipro.sperous and influential 
Vietnamese minority, many 
'of Whom are Catholic.s, and 
these were the constituents 
the colonel had come to see. 

■ He brought 50,000 piasters 
•(about $190) to help the 
church along, half a dozen 
black-robed priests from the 
provincial capital of Songbe, 
and his American adviser, 
Lt. Col. Carl G., Smith. 

' Actually, it was Smith 
who got I everyone to Duc- 
iphong, by ordering up the 


Air America plane (hat^ 
brought them there, but he 
took pains to emphasize that 
the project was Col. Yem’s. 

After landing on the little 
Duephong airstrip — after a 
steep descent through the 
clouds that turned the faces 
of some of the priests a 
faint green — the group was 
whisked to tlie new church 
by jeep. Montagnarcls work- 
ing in the fields watched the 
party as it sped by. 

At the church, where the 
Duephong power structure 
was having a social hour be- 
fore , lunch. Col. Yem 
found the first sign of an- 
otiicr political force at work. 

National Assemblyman 
Nguyen Dac Dan, who re- 
cently ivon the attention of 
the Saigon press by bran- 
. dishing a hand grenade dur- 
ing a legislative debate, was 

comfortably' sea'lcd in the 
midst of a group of dignitar- 
ies and chatting up a storm. 

Dan, who wears a must- 
ache like Vice President 
Nguyen Cao Ky’s, said he 
was campaigning both for 
the vice president and for 
himself. 

Though he was elected to 
the assembly from Baxuyen 
Province in the Mekong 
Delta, Dan has decided to 
run in Phuoclong (there arc 
no residency requirements 
for Assembly candidates) in 
.an effort to oust the aging 
pro-government speaker- of 
the lower house, Nguyen Ba 
Luang. 

Luong, 69, wa.s also pres- 
ent, sitting in a corner and 
looking rather miffed. 

“You know why Dan 
wants to run here, don’t 
;you?j” Col. Yem asked a^rc- 


/ porter later. “Everyone 
hated him so much in Baxu- 
yen he couldn’t win there 
again, so he came up here 
where nobody knows him.” 

Despite this confrontation 
of conflicting political 
forces, the splendid lunch 
laid on by the church pro- 
ceeded smoothly, with Yem 
in the place of honor crack- 
ing jokes that made' the^ 
priests giggle. 

Midway through the last 
course, a helicopter passed 
overhead and landed in -the 
churchyard. 

"That must be ray chop- 
per," said Smith, ' the U.S. 
advisor, frowning and look- 
ing at his watch. 

But it wasn’t his chopper. 
Into the church strode two 
dapper, young Vietnamese 
Air Force' pilots, They would 

be glad_ to have- some food ■ 
and a can of beer, they said 
when the priests offered 
them r^efreshment, but then 
they had to pick up Assem- 
blyman Dan and take him to 
his next appointment. 

Col. Yem looked at Dan, ; 
who smiled back. Luong was ' 
nowhere to be seen, "iiow is 
it you gel a helicopter when- 
ever you want one?” a re- 
porter asked Dan. 

“I have a friend in the air ■ 
force,” he said. 

Interestingly, no one said 
a word about the Vietnam- 
ese election law that forbids 
any candidate for the assem- 
bly to campaign before mid 
August, and bars all cam- 
paigning for presidential 
contenders until early Sep- 
tember. 

Who is to say what this 
little incident illustrates? 


Perhaps that the Viet- 
namese are beginning to 
enjoy, or at least to practice, 
the new system of politics 
that was imposed on them 
four years ago. 

To say any more \^ould be 
to venture out on thin ice; 
even to say that, in Phuoc- 
long Province at least, presi- 
dential sentiment seems di-- 
vided between Thieu and Ky 
would bo rash. 

A Vietnamese-Speaking re- 
porter asked the South Viet- 
namese soldier who chauf- 
feured an American offi- : 
cial’s car in the provincial 
capital who he thought 
would win the election. 

"Well, don’t tell (the offi- 
cial),’’ he said, “but SO per 
cent of us in my militia unit • 
are. going to vote for Gen. 
Duong Van (Big) Minh, We 
tliink he’s tlie one who will 
peace.” » 
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Notes Analysis 


! A comparison of the John- 
(son administration’s public 
■remarks vfith the. material 
!that has ' been published 
■from the Pentagon’s private 
.study of the Vietnam war 
discloses a public record 
.marked by half-trutlis, care- 
fful ambiguities, and rnislead- 
' ing and deceptive slato- 
menls rather than flat/ooted 
•untruths. 

' What appears at first 
glance to be the grossest 
misstatement in public fre- 
tjuently turns out, on close 
examination, to contain a 
phrase or word that saves it 
from Die label “lie.” 
f For example, on April 1, 

1 1065, according to the pub- 
[lished documents, Pre.sident 
i Johnson secretly made a 
i fateful decision, ordering the. 
■; 3,500 Marines in Vietnam to 
’ shift from a static defense of 
j the ba.se at Danang to offen- 
' sive actions. This was the bc- 
■ ginning of an offensive com- 
I bat role for U.S. ground 
troops. 

The first public hint of 
; this change came on June 8 
when a Slate Departnient 
spokesman said that “Amcri- 

ican forces would be f'vail.a- 
ble for combat support. 
Tho next day, the White 
.House, put out a statement 
;asserting: ; 

i “There has been no 

change in the mission of 

United States ground com- ^ 
bat units in Vietnam m , 
cent days or weeks. The . 

President has issued^ no i 

order of any kind, in this re- 
gard to Gen. tVestmorclancl 
recently or at any other 
time.” 

i This appears to be the lie 
, idireet. But the statement 
^continued; _ . , , 

; ‘^he primary mission of 
these troops is to secure and 
safeguard important mili- 
tary Installations like the 
airbase at Danang. They 
have the associated; mission 
•of actively patrolling and se- 
curing action in and near 
the areas thus safeguarded.” 

, “If help is requested by 
appropriate Vietnamese 
commanders, Gen. 'West- 
moreland also has authority 
w'lthin the assApfpr&'V^I 
to employ these troops in 
support of Vietnamese 


ice in Februai-y,' 1968. ' 

; .'The .Committee was ex- 
,f6rccrTaceTfwtTragg'ressive' ''ploring the origins of the 
attack, . ‘3’pnkin Guli! Resolution, Inc 

' OTius, 'the last two para- 'authority ,on which the 
graphs, althougl! still avoid- Johnson regime relied to en- 
in<^ the full truth, soften the .large the war. Sen. William 
ii-npact of the first and pat- ' Fulbright (D-iMk.), the 
ently false para^Hciph. chairman, was attemptmg^to 

. • v -7"”r7 -ivT " • discover whether the admni- ; 

Again in late November . - . . . 



Chairman Fulbright asked 1 


:1 


.1961 the Aministration’s top- 
most circle,' according to 
published material, agreed 
.to' adopt a “determined ac- 
tibn program” aimed at pit- 
ting pressure on Hanoi and 
raising South Vietnamese 
morale. A draft position 
paper of Nov. 29 charts a 
two-phase bombing program 
as a key element in this 
plan — possible reprisal 
strikes against North Viet- 
nam and a U.S. readiness to 
conduct sustained bombing 
against the North. 

At a press conference on 
Nov. 28, a prescient reporter 
asked the Pre.sident: 

“Is expansion of the Viet- 
nam war into Laos or North 
Vietnam a live possibility at 
this point?” 

Mr. Johnson, in a lepgthy 
reply, allowed that his pop 
advi.sers were then meeting, 
but in the operative part of 
his response said: 

“I anticipate that there 
will be no dramatic an- 
'nouiicemcnt (emphasis add- 
ed) to come out of these 
meetings except in the form 
of your speculation.” 

This was literally true but 
substantively misleading. No 
dramatic annonnoemeiit was 
made but the meetings all 
but scaled the dramatic de- 
cision to launch the two- 
ohase bombing program 
that began in February. 

Administration leaders 
rarely made outright mis- 
statements about the crucial 
events In the 20 months up 
to July 1965 v/hen, as the al- - 
ready published Pentagon 
documents say, the United .; 
States entered into an open- 
ended commitment and an 
Asian land war. 

Perhaps Defense Secrc-. 
tary Bohort vS. McNamara' 
came as close as any to com- 
pletjLf t^I.slfication 


istration had decided well in 
advance iof the August inci- 


dents in the Tonkin Gulf to 


ask Congress for a broad 
grant of authorityj The dia- 
logue went like this: 

The Chairman; Mr. Secre- 
tary did you see the contin- 
gency draft of what became 
the Southeast As^^ resolu- 
tion before it was ready? 

Secretary McNamara; .Mr. 
Chairman, I read in the 
newspaper a few weeks ago 
■there had been such a con- 
tingency -draft. I don’t be- 
lieve I ever saw it . . . But I 
can’ll testify absolutely that 
. I didn’t. My memory is not 
clear on that. 


Executive 

'Committee 


FoiTuRjeleiaise 

Foreign Relations _Comniit- _ mghei seniaT 


•In fact, the Executive 
Committee of the National 
Security Council — ■ v.’hich 
included McNamara — had 
; decided after its meetings 

■ on May 24 and 25, 1904 to 

. seek a Congressional resolu- , 
tion authorizing “all meas- ; 
ures” to assist South Viet- ; 

’ nam. Thus, McNamara and 
the others had approved a 

■ draft of the Tonkin Gulf res- 

' olution nearly ten weeks be- ; 
fore the attack on the Amer- i 
: ican destroyers in those wa- 
ters. ' . ’ 

. Even here, McNamara’s 
choice of words to the Sen- 
ate Committee is artful. He 
says he ' didn’t believe he 
saw the draft and it is con- 
ceivable tliat he approved 
the substance y/ithout read- 
ing all the language. Moreo- 
ver, ho tells the committee 
that his memory isn’t clear 
on the crucial point and he 
won’t "absolutely” deny hav- 1 
ing seen it. -i 

At the same hearing, Gen. ' 
Earle Wheeler, chairman ot 
the Jount Chiefs of Staff, 
skirted perilously close to ; 
untruth. ' ■■ Whether he 


Wheeler whether in the pe 
riod around July 1964 the 
military had, recommended 
extending the war to the 
north by bombing or other ; 

'means. , ' 

- Gen. Wheeler replied: 

“I don’t believe so, Mr. . 
Cliairman. I think that the ^ 
proper answer would be 
that there v/ere certain in- 
telligence activities (deleted) 
but to the best of my knowl- 
edge and belief during that 
period there was no thought 
of extending the war into 
the North in the sense of ; 
our participation in such ac- . 
tions, activities.” 

; Then, for the record, the | 
-Pentagon supplied an inser- ^ 
tion: , -i 

“We have idenfilied no ^ 
such recommendation. A 
check of the records of the ' 
Joint Chiefs of Staff is con- 
. tinuing.” - • , 

In fact, published records , 
show, as early as Jan. 22, 

1964 — six months before 
the period about which Ful- 
' bright was inquiring — the 
top brass sent McNamara a 
lengthy memo saying: ; 

“Accordingly, the Joint 1 
Chiefs of Staff con.sider that , 

■ the United States must 
make .ready to conduct in- 
creaslngly bolder actions In , 

. Southeast Asia to: 

. . h. Conduct aerial 
• bombing of key North Viet- j 
nam targets, using U.S. re- 
sources under, Vietnamese 
^ cover, arid with the Viet- ■ 
' narnese openly assuming re- ' 
^ sponsibillty for the actions . 
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“j. Commit U.S. forces as ' 
necessary in direct actions , 
against North Vietnam . . | 
Wheeler was stretching ; 
the truth to say the Chiefs 
harbored “no thought” of 
extending the war North. . 
On the other hand, he could 
argue that a proposal “to 
make ready” nortiiward ac- 
tions is less than a reconi- ^ 
.meiidation and that he > 
equates “thought” v/ilh an! 
unqualified proposal. ■ 

Tho gap between .public ' 
oratory arid private belief is ' 
strikingly illustrated by Mr. 
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Cliange of Tboo 

BY ARNOLD ABRAMS 

Vioiitiane: The thaw in Sino-Atricrican 
■ relations has not lialtcil US^.Iircctcd 
jintclligencc operations which penetrate 
iileop into Chinese territory. These 
iopeiations, v/liicli have hren comhictcd 
for years by tire CIA (Central Inlclli- 
genec Apency), involve the sending of 
loconnaissaiiee teams from northern 
Laos as far as several tnindied miles into 
srruthern Chinn’s Yunnan province. 
Team members are native hill tribesmen 
whose ethnic stock — Moo — is pre- 
valent in southern^ CJrina. 

The tribesmen have been recruited, 
equipped and trained by the CIA to in- 
filtrate Chinese territory and obtain in- 
formation on troop movements, politi- 


I 
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Souvanno Phouma: Stiasing China's non- 
aggrossivtt etu'tudo towards Laos. 

ca! developments and other pertinent 
security data. American entbassy offi- 
cials in Vientiane refuse to discuss these 
operations, hut qualilied souices rejiort 
ithat tlie officials believe local secuiity 
needs and the inlellii'cncc value of such 
operations justil’y their continuation. 

American authorities largely discount 
any potential threat these operations 
pose to slowly improvitig relations be- 
iwccji Washington and I’eking. They be- 
lieve this threat is small because the 
;operatioiis are not cummanilo raids or 
Sabotage efforts, and Ameticrius doL-no 
particinate dircMPfPlYMffircR^ 


ea 


•t’hinese authorities have known for 
some time about, the missions; several 
teams have been captured in recent ' 
years. 

Consequently, American officials 
reason that Peking will continue to 
tolerate such territorial incursions as 
. long as they arc conducted solely for 
intelligence-gathering purposes and do 
not pose a direct security threat. US 
, authorities also believe that, if the 
Chinese want an excuse to reverse the 
friendly trend, they can do better than 
simply focus on these operations. 

“Americans arc still llghtirtg in Viet- 
nam, they have a military pre.sencc on 
Taiwan, and they arc standing by their 
(treaty I commitments to Chiang Kai- 
/shek,’^’ observes one source close to the 
US eiiibassy here. “If the Chinese are 
looking for something to whip them 
with, any one of those three will do." 

In Laos, American officials’ major 
security concern about the Chinese 
stems from a Peking road-building pro-’ 
jeet in. the north. An estimated 14,000 
ChinesQ personnel, including several 
thousand soldiers standing guard and 
manning anti-aircraft batteries, are con- 
structing a route Icadiirg toward the 
Thai border. 

Thai authorities repeatedly have cx- 
'pressed deep concern about the road’s 
potential as a supply, line for commu- 
nist-led guerilla forces in northern Thai- 
land. American officials privately voice 
similar concern. While conceding tliat 
Chinese forces in Laos have not shown 
hostility, they insist the construction 
pYoject must be kept under closest 
scrutiny. 

The Peking project originally was re- 
quested by the tripartite government, 
. established in Laos with the signing of 
the 1962 Geneva Accord, which col- 
lapsed in 1963. 

Ironically, while American officials 
fret about Chinese intentions in Laos, 
Peking’s new diplomacy has prompted a 
positive reaction from the leader of this 
nation’s neutralist government. In a 
recent interview. Prime Minister Souvan- 
na Pliounia stressed China’s historicaily 
non-aggressive attitude toward Laos'. 

The 70-year-oli.! piince noted that the 
unhappy history of this lamllocked 
kingdom is replete w'ith tales of invasion 
by ncighbouiing 'I'hais, Cambodians, 
Burmese anil Vietnamese - but not by 



would restrain further North Vietnam- 
ese aggression in Laos. 

Altliougji ^ouvanna Phouma is still 
said to lurbour private fears about 
Peking’s longrange ilesigns on this 
region, his current [niblic stairce marks a 
dcpaiture fioin the |)osition he assumed 
earlier this year, prior to the U.S-sup- 
. ported South Vietnamese invasion of his 
country. Tlien, ho warned that the allied 
move might prompt open intervention 
by Peking in the Indochina v/ar. Nov/, 
his tune is different. Like everyone else, 
he can only guess about the intentions 
of China’s leaders. 
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BY A CORRESPONDENT 

Vientiane: Asia’s latest opium war is 
hotting up. Last of the Anniunite moun- 
tains, the US military is reported to be 
reeling pndcr thp effects of heroin, and 
in Saigon US leaders have been pressing 
the government into a series of emer- 
gency measures to stop the fiow of sup- 
plies — including a tnass..transrer of cus- 
toms agents from Ton Son Nhut airport, 
the centre of large scale trafficking, and 
sweeps througdi the city to arrest sus- 
pected pcddlars. 

A widely publicised amnesty-cure 
programme has been offered addicted 
soldiers. All chemists and known ped- 
dling centres have been placed “off 
limits” and medical tests instituted to 
detect addicts among liomeward bound 
troops. I 

But these measures are preliminary 
i skirmishes in the great war. The pru- 
' bicm of stamping out or otherwise con- 
trolling opium can oiily be solved by an 
international campaign of which Laos is 
already feeling the impact. An American 
: narcotics investigator is in Vientiane 
tracing the legend that heroin is pro- 
duced in Laos and seeking inlurmation 
to map out strategy in the war against 
opiates. Early this month Laotian na-^ 
tional police were pressured into a gen- 
eral round-up of Vientiane’s opium den 
operators, most of whom have a licence 
from the Laotian government. More 
than 120 operators were held for ques- 
tioning. 

But Liotians find it dilTicult to lake 
seriously a campaign which confiicts 
with local customs, loleiances and eco- 
nomy. The opium ilen oiieratois were 
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\ Long after the last American has 
. ’'been withdrawn from Indochina, the 
4 United States will still be facing the con- 
: sequences of .its participation in that 
theater in terms of human misery. 

! Hundreds of thousands of wounded, 

■ many with permanently crippling in- 
juries, will remind generations yet un- 
born of the cost^ America paid. 

Perhaps more destructive, in termS’ 
of human lives, are the thousands rcturn- 
r ing from In'dochina with sound limbs but 
bodies hooked on narcotics. Reports of 
drug usage, by American servicemen 
serving in Vietnam have appeared al- 
most from Uie beginning of the involve- 
ment. But the full extent of addiction 
on drugs such as heroin has not been 
revealed until recently. ' 

' / A report prepared by two congrc.ss- 
nien -who toured Indochina and prepared 
their findings on ding usage for the 
House P'oreign Affairs Committee re- 
veals how widespread the problem has 
become. The study by Rep. Robert 
.Stcclc of Connecticut and Rep. Morgan 
F. Murphy of Illinois backs up earlier 
aUegalions by the House Armed Services 
Committee on widespread corruption 
.among Asian officials in drug traffic. 

“In Laos, government armed forces 


lictment , 

N 

are major wholesalers .of opium and 
heroin and have been directly involved 
in large scale smuggling activity,” the 
two congressmen reported. 

“Reliable sources report that at least 
two highranking Laotian officials, mili- 
tary and governmental, including the 
chief of the Loatian general staff, arc 
deeply involved in smuggling activity,” 
they said. ■ 

“In Thailand, a former diplomat and 
member of one of the most respected 
Thai families is_ reported to be one of 
the key figures in the opium, morphine ^ 
base and heroin operations in that coun- . 
try and throughout Southeast Asia.” I 
South Vietnamese and Laotian Air ! 
Force planes arc used to move the illicit ' 
cargo into South Vietnam, Steele and ■ 
Murphy charged. They also said there' 
is evidence some of the narcotics are : 
being shipped by diplomatic pouch on ! 
Air America, a CIA-backed airline. 

Steele cstiniafes as many as 20 per- •! 
cent of Americans in Vietnam have used ■ 
iieroin. If only half the charges made ' 
by this latest study ai'e true — and thus ; 
far no part of the report has been re- 
futed it. is a damaging indictment of 
the allies America has paid such a high 
price to defend in Southeast Asia. 

■f' ’ 
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-Extensions of RemarJ^ 


monl in Veterans’ Administration hospi- 

^^The VA has made plans to provide SO 
special units to care tor narcotics vic- 
tims by July 1072, with five units already 
in operation capable of treating 200 ad- 
dicts each. Yet those dishonorably dis- 
charged prior to tire enlightened Pen- 
tagon policy still cannot receive VA 
treatment. . 

Therefore, 7. am Introdcing today a bill 
which would authorize the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs to provide care and 
treatment for ceraain former members of 
the Armed Forces addicted to narcotic 
drugs. The “cert.ain” members arc those 
who wore discharged dishonorably, be- 
cause of drug addiction. 

I believe it Is important for the Armed 
Forces to assert national leadership in 
Identifying drug abusers, and once recog- 
nized, insure that treatment and re- 
habilitation are available to all wlio have 
served their country. This is no less im- 
portant for those addicts now serving on 
active duty who are now receiving treat- 
ment as it is for those who were treated 
punltively in being released dishonorably 
from the Army. Military leadership in 
handling the drug problem would be a 
distinct contribution toward the abate- 
ment of this national tragedy. 

The bill v.diich I am introducing today 
provides tlie possibility of treatment for 
thousands who Imve been sent home with 
an addiction which i.s all too often sup- 
ported by regular 'criminal activity. It 
is madness to allow the military to return 
addicts to civllirai life and not provide 
for their treatment. 


OPIUM TRAFFIC IN INDOCIIINA 

' .HON. JEROME R. WALDIE' 

OF CAI.IFOnNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OP IiEPRE.SENTATIVES 
Tuesdav, June 15, 1971 
Mr. WALDIE. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to include in the Record a news ar- 
ticle on the recent testimony of John E. 
Ingersoll, Director of the Biu'cau of Nar- 
coticis and Dangerous Drugs, before the 
House. Select Committee on Crime dur- 
ing hearings on the importation of opium 
Into the United States. The article was 


written by Tom Foley and appeared in 
the Los Angeles Timc.s on June 3. 

Mr. Foley’s coverage of the proceed- 
ings of, that day arc excellent and de- 
Ecrlbo some of the startling findings we 

■ learned on the involvement of the gov- 
ernments and some high officials in many 

' Southea.st Asia countries in illegal drug 
traffic. 

1 commend this article to the atten- 
tion of all who have an interest in this 
subject. 

IPiom the Los Angeles Times, June 3, 1971] 

■ Asian Officials Protect Heroin S.me, Panel 

Told — I'iiea' May Profit From Supplying 
Dungs to U.S. Soldiers, Narcotics Chief 
Says 

(By Thomas J. Poley) 
Washinoton. — ^The government’s chief 
narcotics enforcement officer said VVecines- 
tlay tliat offlolals of friendly Boutheast Asia 
Eovcrninonts crA pW* 


have an interest In heroin trafric to American ] 
se-rvicemen in Vietnam, ,, 1 

In testimony before the House Crime 
Committee, John E, Ingersoll, cilrcctor of tlie i 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, 
also said Heroin had been nnv.dttingly < 
smuggled into South Vietnam on airpiaucs , 
of the CIA-operated Air Amorlen. C/ ^ 

Committee Chairman Claude Pepper (D- 
Flp..) and other members urged the Ad- 
ministration to take a stronger stand .with 
foreign friendly govcrnmcnl.s to force a halt 
to Illicit drug traffic. 

These included Turkey and France, whicli 
rc-spectivcly grow and process the ovcrv/helrn- 
jiig amount of the Opium smuggled into the 
United States as heroin. 

RIGHT TO ASK. AID 

“We’re committed to risk our own cities 
In a nuclear war If any French city is at- 
tacked by the Communists.’’ Pepper said, 
“and we have the right not only to ask but 
to demand that the French take emergency 
action to help us.” 

Ingersoll, who recently returned from dls- 

■ cussions with Southeast Asia leaders on the 

■ heroin problem, said he doubted that any 
policy-making olliolals of the countrle,s — 
Thailand, Laos and South Vietnam — are in- 
volved In the illicit drug traffic. , 

Burma, Thailand and Laos account for 
about CO percent of the world's opium pro- 
duction, he said. 

But he told newsmen after the hearing 
that many iowcr-levcr ofllclals, InclucUng 
members of the South Vietnamese Legisla- 
ture. deal In opium. He said some legislators 
have friends in President Nguyen Van Thicu’s 
cabinet. 

Inger.soU told the committee that heroin 
refineries were under control of insurgents in 
Burma and Thailand but that those in I.aos 
are protected by elements of the royal 
Laotian armed forces. 

RAMPARTS DISCLOSURES 
Ho said that while management and own- 
cr.shlp of the Laotian refineries appear to be 
primarily in the hands of ethaiiic Chinese 
citizens of that nation, '“sorao report.s sug- 
gest” that a senior I.aotian air force offleer 
may have an ownership Interest in some of 
the plants. 

When Rep. Jerome R. 'Waldie (D-Calif.) 
noted that Ramparts magazine had Identi- 
fied tiie omoial as Gen. Ouane Rathlqonne, 
Ingersoll replied that “general speculation” 
conceded tiiis. 

Ingersoll denied one contention of the 
’ Ramparts article, It m.aintalned that rem- 
. nants of Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomlutaug 
. army left in the area are involved In heroin 
. production and are in the employ of the CIAv 
[ for operations on the China mainland. 

But Ingersoll conceded that Air America 
'■ planes had been used In the past for smug- 
* gllng heroin— Just as regular commercial 
i airliners have been used to smuggle It Into 
the United States. 

He told new'smen later that 80 kilograms 
were seized on an Air Amex'ica plane at the 
^ huge Tan Son Hut Air Ba.se outside Saigon 
. only three or four weeks ago. 

■ During the hearing, Waldie also asked 
r Ingersoll about a Ramparts report that the 
J secret CIA bvVse ol Long Cheng, used to sup- 
port the U.S. -paid Meo tribesmen, was a dis- 
tribution point for heroin to bo shipped into 
“ South Vietnam. 

’ Ingersoll said he had not hoard of that. 

However, he later said he had discussed the 
] general illicit drug problem with CIA Direc- 
[ tor Elcliarcl Helms. He said Holms denied the 
J CIA was involved in any way, and that he 
f. believed him. 

“The Meo tribesmen are something else, 
Ingersoll said, “but I don’t blame the CIA 
, for what the tribesmen do.” 


POOR CIA .SECUBITY 


ploy u.scci the 
traflic.” - ' 

’rhe narcotio.s chief sought to allay criti- 
cism by congro5.sincn of U.,S. cfiorts to get 
the co.operation of the Asian governments to 
crack down on the drug traflic. 

He said the United States had virtually no 
'leverage over the Burma government, since 
the last existing aid program is being pha-sed 
out. The oplnm-gi'owlng area In Thailand is 
in the hands of Insurgents, Ingersoll said, 
but the Bangkok government is tailing steps 
to try to control It. 

He said Laotian ofTiciais were "most respon- 
sive” even though some high-ranking ofli- 
clals were Involved. 

VIETNAM smuggling 

Ingersoll said the Saigon government had 
taken several steps to crack down on the 
smuggling, including a shakeiip of its cus- 
toms omolals, an increase In the size of its 
central police force dealing with the problem 
and the appointment of a special task force 
by President Thleu. 

Ho also said he was assigning three addi- 
tional agents to the Far East and that the 
Defense Department had placed off limits 
.areas of open heroin dealing. 


A SYMBOLIC FLAG CEREMONY 

HOIi FRANK HORTON 

OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA’I'IVES 

• Tuesdav, June 15, 1971 

Mr. HOItTON. Mr. Speaker, during 
these times, when, on one hand, the pa- 
triotism of some of our Nation’s finest 
loaders is questioned: and v.'hen, on the 
other, it i.s often scorned to be patriotic, 
we must stop to. consider wiiat the flag 
and patriotism actually mean. 

Sunday, in Rochester, N.Y., in ray con- 
gressional district, I attended a flag cere- 
mony at the Rochester Polish People's 
Home. It was tlie first flag raising at the 
home. I would like to siiare the ceremony 
with ray colleagues for it vividly made the 
significance of the flag clear to all wiio 
attended. 

Mr. Ray Gatz, prc.sidcnt of the home, 
introduced the guests, who represented 
local, county. State, and Federal legis- 
riativc bodies, as well as the Polish-Amer- 
ican and American Legion Posts. 

Officials included Rochester Mayor 
Stephen May, State Assemblyman Ray- 
mond Lill, City Councilman Urban Kress, 
Monroe County Legislatoi's Nicholas San- 
taro and Sam Poppick. 

County Judge Arthur Curran also at- 
tended. ‘judge Curran wa.s especially 
aware of the value of the flag. He re- 
cently received the flag from tiie coffin 
of his son, a marine, who was killed in 
Japan. 

Also present were James O’Grady, com- 
mander of the Micbalski Post; Joseph 
Zabucliok, commander of the Pulaski 
Post; Joscpli DeMeis, commander of the 
Monroe County American Legion Post; 
and Edmund R. Przysinda, president qf 
Hud.son Avenue Area Association. 

During the ceremony, I presented a flag 
which had flomi over the Capitol to Mr. 
Gatz. It was blessed by Fatlier Pictrzy- 
kowskl and rai.sed by Mr. Gatz. County 
Commander DeMeis led the Pledge of 




,?:"^rfLndTf v/alciie said CIA security was apparently C— DeMeis led the PIoc 
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' . Folloioing are the te:its o/ hey o 
-the P&/vtag oil’s study of the Vietm 
December, 19 OS, through iks Tonhin i 
19dJ’, and its afterr/iath. Eiccept xvhen 
the documents cn'e piivted 'verbatim, 


■ typographical errors corrected. 

Mc.iX^amara Report to Johnson 
)r! the Sitaation in Saigon in ’63 


Memorandum, "Vietnam Situation," pom Secretary of Defense Robert S. 

^ McNamara to Fiysidcnt Lyndon B. Johnson, Dec. 21, 1963. ‘ / 

_ In riccordance v/I'c)! ycur iequsst tliis Cind also by Jo'liir ?,lcCo'ae)', and 1 do not •/ This' gl 
ijioi’jiing, tiiis is a sunnnary of :ny con- think ho is consciously rejecting our Inantly j 
CiiisioiiS Cl ter iny vislt to Viotn^.rii on cuvlco.; ho has just op^iraced as a loner oapital rj 
Decornoer 19-20. ■ all his life and cannot readily chan^o tCinplL'h 


_ 1 . Einnnttiy. I^io situatloA is very ^<5". 
disturbing. Current trends, unless re- Ledge’s ns-.viy-dcsignatod deputy, 
.versed in tlio next 2-3 rriontlis, vrin iead pavid l-ics, v/ss v/ith us and seems a 
to neutraiiration at best and more iikeiy ^''■shly competent teem p’ayer. I have- 
to 3 Comvnunist-conlrc.lied state. ' st-ated -ti'.o situation frankly to him and 
■2. The JiOv/ governnient is the greatest' v/ould do r.Ii ho could to 

•Eourco of concern. It is indecisive and v.-liat would in effect be an 

drifting.. A! though Minh atrrtcs that he, connnittcs operating below the 

rather than the Committee of Generals, ' ' 

'is making decisions, it is net clear tlmt , , “ 2ravo reporting v.'caknsss, 

this Is actually so. In any event, neit’i‘'‘r "nd CI.A rnust taka major 

ho nor the Committee aro e.xpensnccd stf ps to .inrprove tins. John McConc_ and 
in political administration .and so far ^ '’''‘^’pR’^cussed it and are acting vigor- 
thoy fljiov/ little t'llcnt for it. There is no ircspcciivo sp^iorcs. ■ .■ • 

iclear concept on iiov/ to rc-shaps' or Cong_ prcgrc'is hn.s been gi-eat 

conduct tlie strategic hamiot program; dining the period since tlie coup, with' 
the Prqyinec Chiefs, most of whom are test guess being that the situation 
nevr and inexperienced, are . receiving -has in fact been detcrioraliiig in tlie 
little or no direction bscause tlio gen- countryside .since July to a far greater 
erals arc' so praocimpied witii essentially extent tlian we realized because of our 
political .affairs. A specific example cE undue dependence, on distorted Viot- 
tlio present situation is that Gc.neral name.se reporting. ’The Viet Cong now 


ccinplish 

Smarted \i 
situation 
areas is i 
not seem 

tiilily in recent mouths. General Har!:- 
iri5 r.tiiljiopes these areas may be rn-ado 
riMsonably reeure by tlio latter half of 


fall-tirns direction. I made tiiese points fk Saigon. The Strategic Ilamiet Frograin 
as strongly as possible to hlinh, Don, v/as seriously over-e:-;tended in those 
Itim. . .''lift Thr. ■ nrovlnces. end tbs Viet. Crin-y ii.-,.--: 


Kim, -and Tho. ■ provinces, end tiie Viet Cong has been 

^ 3, Yho'Cnimtry Team Is the second destroy many hamlets, while 

major weakness. It lacks leadership, has abmmoLied or in some 

been poorly iufoamJ, and is not work- "ssss boaayed or pillagal by tl 
lug to a. common plan. A rcc.mU example s own .Self Dsfonse Corp, 

■ of confusion has been iionfJictieg USOIh provinces, tee Viet Cong 


cases betrayed or pillaged by the govern - 
ment's own Self Defense Corps. In these 
!cey provinces, the Viet Cong have do-, 


iho Hoa Kao have already made some 
sort of agreofnent, and the Cao Dai aro 
expected to clo so at tiie end of this 
Kowsver, it is not clear tiiat 
their influence will bo more than nsu- 
trallzod by tliesa agreements, or that 
thc-y will in fact really pitch i.n.on the 
government’s side, 

' 5. Infiifnrtion of insn and equipment 
from North Vietiiain continues using 
(a) ' land corridors- through Laos ard 
Cambodia; (li) tiic Mekong Liver water- 
ways from Cairdiodia; (c) soma nossi’ila 
cntiy from the sea and the tin of llio 
Delta. Th.e best guess is that iC-OO-LSOO 
Viet Cong cadra,i entered South Viet- 
nam from Laos in the first iiino months 


of I-S63. The I 


vtekong route (and also 


■ no official contact wit'a Harkins. Lodge 
sends in report.s with major military 
implications, witiiout showing them to 
H-arkiiis, .and docs not sho'W Harkins 
important incoming traffic. My impres- 
.'sion is that Lodge si'mply does not kno'.v 
.how to conduct a cooirtirmtcd admliiis- 


force.! so that its effective .strength in 


tlie possible sea entry) is mb-o.avently 
■ used for heavier weapons and ammu- 
nition and raw inat^m-ial-s v/liich have 
been tunmng up in iiir.reasing numbers 
in the south and of which \ve have 
captured a few .shipuKats. 

To counter this iafiitration, v/c re- 
vic’.vedj'n .Saigon various plans, pro- 
viding for crosK-bnrder operations into 
Laos. On the scale proposed, I am 
quite dear that tho.so ivould net bo 


lolitically 


govcu'nracant-cOatiTd!^I_aiyas a;.Kl._tvork,, 
'outTfdmtTicre,''' " ' 1 ■ 


mediate U-2 mapping cf tho wliole Laos 
■and Cambodian border,' and this wo are 
mer.'.'iritin on an h-i 
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'I'hc U.S. Anr.y is m;;iiy tilings: an inslrunient for 
colonial war, the military extension of /’.mcrican forcig;i 
policy, a force for suppressing domestic unrest, a power 
base for the military elite. 

But the several miliion soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines— and most especially tiiose on cluiy in Soiitiicast 
Asia— also comprise another uni! of always inordinate 
interest to American capitalism: a market. 

Tlie Gi marketplace has longr beep, one of the most 
lucrative for thousand;; of enterprising businessmen who 
are earning fabulous profits on a groat variety of 
products and services rangi:ig froiu transistor radiosand 
popular records to comic books a;ui love beads. 

"Oiic. of the most profit:;blo deals going: in Southeast 
Asia these days is the marketing of hard clrugs-mostly 
95% pure hero:;i-to American Gis. Tlie drug tonic lias 
become so big: recently tlnit a special co;igrcf>s'.o;ia! 
hivestiggr.tin.g committee just returned from Victiiam 
Says, “The problem. h:;.s readied epniemic proportions.” 

V/hat’s an “epidemic?” Conservative estimates con- 
cede. that 10 to 15 per cent of all American enli.slod men 
gin Vietnam regularly use “scag,” the popular term for 
'heroin. With some 250,000 Gis still in Vietnam, tills 
avcr.iges out to a minirnum ot 25,000 men. But the 
“experts”- Ihe .sncciaiist.s in narcotics addiction and cirug 
rchabi'.itatioii— assert that the actual f-gures arc mu.ch 
higher. Some, of Ihese experts, defying Pentagon pre-ssuie 
' to minimi/.o the problem, estimate that some 60.CC0 
American Gis in Vietnam, mostly draftees, are heroin^ 
addicts. Various surveys have, sliown tiiat some field 
units have a 50% rate of “scag” u.scrs. 

But it’s dollars that tell the real story. Tire average 
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price for tlie nnadulioiaited licroin iiK.'st common in 
Vietnam is .53 a “hit.” .Many GLs are gicllmg tivi 
“fi.xc.s" a day. but using; the iiio:U com-^erviitive figure 
all udd.s up to the fact tliat GI heroin addiction in 
Vietnam is at least ;1 $50,000 per day -.$20 million per 
yeat-operation. Tire Army admits to more linni 100 
deullis. from overdoses in 1070. 'i'ho 1971 rale is already 
higgler, with .35 OD's regiorted for the iirst two nsontlis 
alone. Tliese figures do not include v/liil tlie Pentagon 
cuplieniislicidiy calls “drugvrelalcd ’ f;UaIili':s. 

The e.stent of drug; 'ndrliction in Vietiuiin lias been an 
open .sceiet for several years. Song'.s and jokes about the 
use of m.arijinm:) began to crop as e;irly as 1965. it is 
g’.cneraliy agreed aiiysvliere I'vom $0 to 90 per cent 
of Americiin enlisted- meit in Vietnam liad access to anri 
ii.sorl “giac's” willi some degree of reguihirity. 

But the switeii to the “hard” .stuff a couple of years 
ag'o h:i5 clianged the n.ame of the g;ame. Now some 
20,000 lieroin iuidiets are being diseliarged from the 
armed forces every year. 'I'hey arc returning In civilian 
life with air e.xpensivc and de.adly iuibit. Add to tiic 
c:v-GI’s addiction his familiarity with v.oapons--and 
probably a .somewhat c-isier access to ih.ein -and it i.s not 
diffieiill to see how this would Inivc an impue! on the 
giov.'lh of drug-related crime back liomo. 

Undoubtedly il is llris ne'.v social fad of tens of 
lliou.sands of newly made addicts rctunilng to civilian 
society that has led to congressional concern. ]5iit on 
looking into the .situation, various repiesenlali VOS ni'cl 
.senalom have discovered v.'luU Gis and antiv/ar activists 
!i:rve known for some time. 'J'he drug iraflic in Southeast 
Asia is big business, it’s organised. It is run by people in 
the liighe.st echelons of the puppet governments of 
South Vidmnu, I.aos and Th.ai’an.d. And tlie U..S. 
military macliiuo itself is, at the least, an active 
aecomplicc in tlie entire o;iei'ation. 

A .special subcommittee of tire Jlon.se r-oremn Affairs 
Committee, headed by Rcj). Robert II. .Steele (R-Conn.), 
has concluded tlial llic Imroin traffic i.s pioledcd -and in 
some ca-ie.s dircctcrl- by government and military figures 
at Ihe liighesl officia! IcvcKs in .Soullieast Asia. Among 
them is ilte diief of Ihe (Royal) Liiotian general .staff. 
Migh-ra liking; South Vielname.se orfici;!ls, both rmeinbers 
of tb.e Nkiliomi! .Assembly and military figures, 'are also 
deeply involved. . ‘-Syp ' 

Vientiane, ihe administrative cajiila! of tlie pu]rpet 
l.aotian regime, is apparenlly the center .for lieroin 
piodnclion. Utilizing; an extensive nelwoik of the Saigron 
regime’s customs officials, and wiiJi the tacit agreement 
of people high in the American diplomatic corps, the 
drug is “smuggded” into Saigon in prodigious quantities, 
ri'he word “smuggled” is us-ed advi,seclly. since until the 
recent publicity, tlic traffic was so open that known 
dealers were poi-,sona!!y escorted tiireugli immigration by 
top cusloin.s officials.) Tlic key official in the operation 
is Tran Thicn Khoi, chief of tlie National Customs 
investigaiioa Division am! a brother of Prcihicr Tran 
Thicn Kliiem. 

The heroin comes into Saigon by commercial aiicraft 
'and also by Soutir VietiKiine.se and Laotian .Air I'orce 
planes. Air America, a “special” airline finmiced by tlie 
CIA, has also been utilized as a means of transpoiling; 
the drug.. 
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.IJ.S. : Pours In Record 


IBj’’ Donald Kirk 

.Nowsday Special Correspondent 
:.,:Pakfje, I.aos — GleaminK, 


.’i voys of civilian trucks carrying Die b.oiii]);; under ! 
loosc-iitting tarpaulins arrive here almost every ' 
unmarked car'm ^7 road from Thailand, bordering Laos 20' 

; ■ planes were thundernig on or off the’sun-biked Mebong. Tire truclrs belong to', 

f- • , ]T;j.pi-e,s,s Transport Organization, a Thai; 

! , T ininuics. Half a dozen company contracted by the U.S. government. / 

I Lao Air I'orce T-283 squatted on an ajrron be- ■ 'I'he U.£>. would doubtle.ss not rely on Lao : 
j .’dkle the airstrip revving their engines. A small Force T-2Ss were it not for restrictions i 
1 observation plane circled lazily over head. 'imposed on the use of American aircraft near' 

i “Just normal opera tion.s,” said a brawny, tbc Mekong River lov.'lands. American jejS fly. 
j tapned American, driving a truck of supplies round-tlie-clock missions over the Ho Olii Minlu. 

irom, the offices of Air America and Contin- Trail region of southern Laos from half a dozer 'r 
;^enlal, the two .CenlraLDiyfelligence Agency- ba.^es in ^'hailand, but they seldom bomb withim 
financed contract airlines flying the unmarlced 50 miles of here. "We need .special penni.;sic .m 

1 every day,” the American from the. Lao government to do so,” said an . 

,• a cea for empha.sis as a ^four-engmeci C-130,W\merican official, “and sometimes, . fliey don’t'i 

the runway and gi-aiit it. All they’ve got beside the T-2Ss are^ 
some gimsliip.s which fly every night. Il’s rcallj'' 
not much in a showdown.” 


r also unmarked, roared onto 
1 began taxiing toward a distant corner of the 
i base., 

;; ' Tilo, scene, in .fact, cjiilomized -America’s 

desperate, efforts to defend not only this, vital 
; commercial ceiiler on the Mekong River in 
. southern l.aos but also a scric.3 of other lowland 
■ 'town.s threatened by North Vietnamese troops 
j who have already conquered the entire Boloven.s 
i Plateau 40 miles to (he coast. "Tlie North Viet- 

- namose could overrun thi.s whole town in two or 
; three hour.s,” said cne American official, whose 

wife and children had had to le.ave on orders for 
’ evacuation of all American dcxomideiits. “There’s 
only two or three battalions of Royal Lao troop;; 
around Pakse, and they’d pi'obably just scatter if 
the' North Vietnamese made a determined effort 
to take this place.” 

■ - Dc.spito fhe .seeming hopple.ssne.ss of the .situ- 

■ alion, American officials arc pouring in record 
ainounte of arms and ammunition to brace the 

forces, ^vho vani.shed rather than fight the 
; in battles' for critical positions on 

- the Bolovens, cris.scrosscd and dotted by North 
Vietnamese supply routes and storage depots. 

business of providing 
economic assi.sfancc,” said an affable, graying 
official for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, but lettering on the top.s of bomb 
cra(e.s clearly designated USAID as respojisible 
fer their distribution. USAID officials — some of 
^hein .really with the CIA — were a.ssignecl to 
expedite the flow of materiel from Air America 
and Continental planes to Lao units. ■■ j 

American.s admitted that Lao ground force,?, | 
doi)leted - and demoralized after years of back- , 
and-forth warfare, could probably .not use the 
inabricl adequately, but they were optimistic 
about tiny Lao Air Force T-28s, propeller-driven ; 
planes ' capable of carrying four 500-pound 
bomb.s apiece. “Tiisy’re m.aneuverable as hell,” ■ 
one American sbid as the planes began zooming ' 
off lire airstrip and banked toward the. first 


This kind of air support \va.s of only minimal 
value, in fact, when about 3,000 North Viet- 
namese troops attacked the town of Paksong, 
the last important Royal Lao outpo.st oh tiie 
Bolovens Plaleua, throe weeks ago. Lao soldiers 
simply,, vanished into surrounging jungles while 
the North Vietnamese not only overran the, 
town but also blocked (he main road from , 
Pak.song to Pakse. “The fall of Paksong was Uie ' 
worst disaster iii southern I^aos in more than a 
year,” said an -American responsible for- provid- ' 
ing aid and relief for about G,000 refugees who 
fled the town and nearby village.s for the relative 
safety of Pakse. “There’s very little chance the 
Ivao army can retalm tlie town. ''J.’iiey just don’t 
have the men.” 

The only real hope for .Pakse. and other 
towns in the lowlands seems to lie in the priori- 
ties set by tlie North Vietnamese. Their , aim' 
apparentlj' fs to solidify their control over the 
Bolo'i'ens Plateau, wliere ' they already, have 
established a road network as an alternative to 
tlie Ho Chi Minh Trail system further east. 
“They need tOic second network to compensate 
for American bombings,” explained a knowl- ' 
cdgeable source. “They seem to want all of Laos 
except the lowlaiids so tihey’ll have all the room 




foothills of the Bolovens Plateau. “They operate ' 

. foTtS : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R0009001 00001 -4 

.iteni on the American aid, inventory here.’ Con- • - . 



J 




Approved For Release 200l7oi/bW :^6li-RDP«0-016p1 






"1 







' - ii 


;>}.! i: 


STATINTL 
















■V, 


sf. . 


EXHAUSTED G.I.s AETER COMBAT AMSSION 


3W Withdrawal Costs 


5 


W rn-I the hoJTor of a jiightjnarc, 
the U-S. is discovering tlial get- 
ting out of Viet Nam has a price that 
it did not anticipate. One longtime sup- 
porter of tlic American cause — sym- 
pathctic cnougli so th:tt President Nixon 
granted liim a lengthy private interview 
only last February — is Peregrine VVors- 
tliornc, columnist and assistant editor 
of London’s Sunday Telegraph. Now, 
Worsthorne argues, the P).S. presence 
in Viet Nttin “may have become more 
a curse than n blessing, may now ac- 
tually be doing the cause of South 
Viet Nam’s independence more harm 
than good.” The problem, says Wors- 
thornc, is that American troops — once 
necessary to inspirit the laggard South 
Vietnamese — have become dangerously 
demo»vlizcd. ‘‘Drug-saturated, mutinous, 
defeatist, incompetent, they constitute 
.more of a threat to the South Viet- 
namese than do the Viet Cong,” he 
contends. 

Ominous Mufanf. Worsthornc’s brutal 
language is plainly exaggerated, but he 
has properly pointed to an ominous 
new mutant of the American tragedy 
in Viet Nam. The most melancholy sta- 
tistics to come out of the war arc, of 
course, the casualty figures of dead and 
wounded. Yet there. is another, subtler 
casualty list that will haunt American so- 
ciety even after the last G.I. has left 
Viet Nam — the troops who became ad- 
dicted to heroin while serving in South- 
east Asia. The number is staggci'ing: 
between 10% and 15% of U.S. troops 
in Viet Nam have developed a heroin 
habit. Tliat represents from 26,000 to 
•39,000 Americans hooked. Some es- 
timates are even higher— 20% or more, 


'J'hesc figures arc not the work of an- 
tiwar propagandists. They were brought 
back by retiring Army Secretary Stan- 
ley Pcsor from a recent visit to Viet 
Nam, and repeated last week in a study 
conducted for the ilou.se Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee by Connecticut Repub- 
lican Robert 11. Steele, Steele made 
this chilling observation: “’I he soldier 
going to South Viet Nam today runs a 
far gi'eatcr risk of becoming a heroin ad- 
dict than a combat casualty.” in all se- 
riousness, he recommended that the 
i’residcnt order all Americans home un- 
less the governments of South Viet Nam, 
].,aos and Thailand put an end to the traf- 
fic in illegal drugs. Corruption is so in- 
grained in Viet Nam, however, that 
stamping out the heroin trade would 
be a monumental task {see I’iie Would). 

One reason for widespread G.I. ad- 
diction is the high quality of the ‘‘No. 
4” crystalline white heroin distributed 
in Viet Nam. In the U.S., where most 
heroin is diluted with milk sugar or qui- 
nine to 5% strength or less, the drug is 
usually mainlined with a needle, a pro- 
cess that not only is unpleasant but 
also carries a considerable social taboo. 
In Viet Nam, by contrast, the heroin is 
so pure — 95% or better — that it can 
be smoked with an equally power! ul ef- 
fect. Many G.I.s long since caught up 
in the pervasive marijuana culture have 
fallen prey to the myth that heroin is 
not addictive if smoked. Now a joint 
of heroin is passed around a group of sol- 
cliers in exactly the same manner as a 
joint of marijuana. 

Off Limits. Under pressure from the 
U.S., the Saigon government is trying 
to curb the narcotics traffic and other 
smucgling. Several arrests were made 


which means upwards of 50,000 G.I. ad- 
dicts. 

have enrolled' in the Armys drug-nra- America, an airline fnat operates wicle- 
ncsty-rchabilitation program since the ly out of Laos and is often used by the 
first of the year. CIA, were fired for carrying narcotics 
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SOLDIER SNIi-rS HEROIN VIAL 


into Viet Nam. The U.S. command de- 
clared all Vietnamese drugstores oh lim- 
its to U.S. servicemen in order to dis- 
courage the buying of ampiictamincs 
and barbiturates. The Army followed 
suit by banning troops from bars, ho- 
tels and otlicr businesses wheVe drugs 
arc known to be sold. Rut such mea- 
sures have no efl'cct on the thousands 
of otiicr outlets, where most of the her- 
oin is bought. A member of Time’s Sai- 
gon bureau asked a pcdicab driver out- 
side the U.S.O. club for “skag.” After 
jicrfunctory hesitation (‘‘You cop?''), the 
driver look the correspondent to a her- 
oin source ten minutes away. 

Palliafive. No one can reckon the 
moral and emotional coin that the U.S. 
must eventually expend for the war in 
Viet Nam. General Creighton Abrams, 
the U.S. commander in Viet Nam, felt 
it necessary last week to warn against 
any form of ‘‘laxity” among the re- 
maining G.I.s as the American pullout 
continues. Said Abrams: “It requires a 
herculean efl’ort to keep alertness up.” 
Fiesidcnt Nixon acknowledges that her- 
oin addiction in the military has be- 
come a serious problem; he is about to 
announce an ambitious federal program 
to combat the. narcotics crisis IhroLigh 
a new Government agency. It would con- 
front tlie national drug problem gen- 
erally, and would have siiccific authority 
to lake over all eases of addiction in 
the armed forces and among veterans 
who became hooked while in imiform. 
That is at least a palliative gesture. 
Still, the President has often cautioned 
his countrymen against the hazards of 
adc j a premature Amei'ican withdrawal horn 


yonc more heart-rending reason v/hy the 


U.S. should get out as rapidly as po.ssildc. 
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■ ' Long fifter the lai'- American has been withdrawn from 
'.Indochina, the United States will still be_facing the consc- : 
iquences of its participation in that theater in terms of human 
.. .misery. Hundreds of thousands of Avounded, many with pei.-^ 

■ nnanently crippling injuries, AA’ill remind generations yet un-- 
iborn of the co.st America paid. 

. Perhaps more destructive, in terms of human lives, are 
' the thousand.s retuiming from Indochina with sound limb.s 
but bodies hooked on narcotics. Report.? of drug usage by 
American servicemen serving in Victjiam have appeared al- 
' most from the beginning of the involvement. But the full cx- 
; tent of -addiction on drugs’ such as heroin has not been rc- 
1 vealed until recently. 

A report prepared by tv,-o congressmen w’ho toured Indo- 
china and prepared their findings on drug usage for the 
, House Foreign Affairs Committee reveals ho-vv wddespread 
( the problem has become. The study by Rep. Robert Steele.^ 
' of Connecticut and Rep. Morgan F. Murphy of Illinois backs ^ 
i up earlier allegations by the House. Aii'ined Services Coinmit- 
; tee on Avidespread corruption among A,sian officials in drug-, 
traffic. . . , , 

■ ■ “In Laos, government armed forces are major wdiolc-, 

1 salers of opium and heroin and have been directly involved 
I in large scale smuggling activity,” the tAvo congressmen rc- 
; ported. , . ' 

! ■ “Reliable sources report that at least tAVo highranking 

' Laotian officials, military and governmental, including the 
•: chief of the Laotian gene],’al staff, arc deeply involved in 
i. smuggling activity,” they said. 

' ' “In Thailand, a former diplomat and member of one of 

the most respected Thai families is reported .to be one of 
! the key figures in the opium, morphine and. heroin operations 
' in that country and throughout Soutlieast Asia.” , y 

i South Vietnamese and Laotian Air Force planes areV 
i used to move the illicit cargo into South Vietnam, Steele and 
Murphy charged. They also said there is evidence some of 
■' the narcotics are being shipped by diplomatic pouch on Air 
V America, a HI. Arbacked airline. . 

Steele estimates as many as 20 per cent of Americans 
i in Vietnam have used heroin. If only half the charges made 
- by this latest study arc true—and thus far no part of the re- 
port has been refuted — it is a damaging iiulictment of the 
/'allies, American has paid such a high price to defend in 
. Southea,st Asia. ' 
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' They May P 
' to U.S. SoIdiei 

m thouaAs j. fOley ’ 

Tir.'.cs Sl^ilf WriUr 

: : mSHlXGTON • - The 
government's chief narcot- 
3CS enforcement officer 
said YYediiesdai' that offi- . 
cials of friendly Souliicast 
A s i a 11 governments are 
protecting and. inay .eyeii 
have an interest in heroin 
ti’affic, to American servi- 
cemen in Vietnam.' ■ ■ 

Jn testimony before the 
House Crime Coniniittce, 
Jol'in .E. Ingcrsoll, di-rector 
of the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs, also.-, 
said heroin had been yin- 
•rvittingly snm.g.gied into 
South Vietnam on air- 
p]anc.s of the CIA-operated ^ 
Air America, . _ 

C 0 in inittee Chairman 
Claude Pepper (D-Fia.) 
and other members urged 
the Administration to take 
a stroiigor .stand with fo- 
3-cign friendly g o v c r n- 
jnent.s to force a halt to il- 
licit drug traffic. • 

These included Turkey 
and Franco, which respec- 
tively grow and process 
the ovenvlielming amount 
of the opium- smuggled 
into tire United Stales as 
heroin. 

. ; Fight to A.sk Aid 
W o' r e , committed to 
risk oiir own cities in a nu- 
clear war if any Ph-enoh 
city i.s attacked by the 
Cornmun i,sts,’' P e p p e r 
said, "and . we have the 
right not only to ask Imt to 
demand thal the French 
take emergency action to 
help us." 

• V Ingcrsoll, vdui recently 
■returned from discussions 
with Southeast Asia lead- 
ers on the. heroin problem, 
said lie doubted that any 
■policy-making officials of 
the countries -- Thailand, 
Hao.s and South Vietnam 
•-•are involved in the illi- 
cit drug traffic. 

Burma, frhraland and 
Laos accoAppfiOVedi 
SOli of the world’.s opium 
production, he .said. 



ofit From Siippfying Drugs 
, Harcotics Chief Says : 


John n. Ingersoll 

Vh V.’irci^hslo 

But he- told newsmen af- 
ter tiro hearing that many 
Jovve.r-Icvel official.^, in- 
cluding uiGi'nber.s of the 
South Yietmimese I.sgisla- 
tvi'C, (h'.vl in opium. He 
f'crng Hgislntors have 
fcii.'.i’idr, in President lYgiiy-- 
fcn Ymi O'iii-iu'i! caljinet. 

liigerfoU told the corn- 
miuea thaS heroin, refinc- 
riss wdr'i: under control of 
insurgent;: in Burma and 
Thaih-iid hut that th.ose in 
Laos ’"ure protected by ek' 
ments of the royal Ijciotian 
[irrntivi 

Xtampm-tr; Disclosures 

He said that while ma- 
iiagernent and ownership 
of the Laotian refineries 
apoe<ar to he primarily in 
the hand.-; of ethnic Chi- 
iie.sG citizens of tlia.t na- 
tion, "some reports sug- 
ge.st" that a senior Laotian 
air force officer may have 
an owner-ship interest, in 
Eome of the plants. 

^Yhcn .Rep. Jerome R. 
kValdie (U-Calif.) noted 
that Ramparts magazine 
had identified the official 
ns G e n. Ousns R a t h i 


Ingeivoll denied one; 
contention of the Ram- 
p a r t s article. It m a i n- 
lained that remnants of 
Cliiang Kcd-s:liek's Kuom- 
'hitahg army left hi' the 
area are i'nvolved in her- 
,oin production and are i'n 


ing phased out! 'Jhe opi- 
um-groiv mg area in 'J'hai- 
land is in the hands of in- 
surgents, ■ Ingcrsoll said, 
but the Bangkok govern- 
ment is taking steps to try 
to conti’ol it.-, 

■ Tie said Laotian officials 


tham^ioyiV theCIA for Avere "most responsive 
intions on the China ^cven_ tboug 


opm . 

inaiulaud. . . 

■ But Inge'rs'oll conceded 
that Air .America plane-s 
had been used in the past 
jov sm.ugg!ing_ heroin-— 
just'a.s regular commercial 
airliner;; have been used to 
smuggle it into the United 


/ 


that "general speculation 
conceded thus*. 


■oo 

State.;. 

He told, newsmen later 
that- SO kilogram.; were 
seized on an Air America 
plane at the Imge 'J'an Son 
.Hut Air Base outside Sai- 
gon only three or four 
weeks ago.. . f 

During the h c a r i n g, 
Waldie also :i.skcd Inger- 
soll about a Ran'iparts re- 
port that the secret CIA 
base of .Tjong Clicng, used 
to .support the U.S.-paid 
]\.lco tribesmen, was a dis- 
tribution. point for heroin 
to be shipped into South 
Vietnam. ; . 

• Ingcrsoll said ha had not 
hc.ii'ci of th.at. However, he 
Idler said he liacl disciusscd 
the general illicit drug 
problem with CIA. Direc- 
tor Richard Helins. He 
said ]-Ielm .5 denied th-a CIA 
was involved in any vvayg 
and that lie believed him.' 

"'The Hco tribe.smen are: 
something- else," Ingcrsoll ■ 
said, "but I don't biamo , 
the CIA ..-for what ‘.tlie ^ 
tribesmen. do." , ■ 

. Poor CfA Kecuiity 

Waldie said CIA security ^ 
■was apparentiy "abysmal- 
ly poor, since those in the 
CIA employ used the base 
and facilities for the illicit 
traffic." 

Tlie p a r c 0 i i c s chief 
sought to allay criticism 
by congres.smcn of U.B. ef-, 
fort.; to get the coopera- 
tion of the Asian gover'n- 
3'nent3 to crack down on 
the drug traffic. 

■ He said the United 
States had virtually no 
leverage over the Burma 

existing aid program is I'e- 


^li some Jiigh- 
a’ankingj officials were in- 
volved.. ■■ ■ ' 

■ Vietnam Smuegliii^ 

. Ingcrsoll .said the Sa.igon 
government liad taken 
several steps to crack 
down on the smuggling, 
including a shakcup of its 
cu.stoms, official.-;, an hi- 
crease in the size of its 
central police force deal- 
ing with llie problem and 
tlie appointment of a .spe- 
cial task force by I’rcsi- 
dent Thicu. ' 

He also said, he v.-'a.s as- 
signing' three additional 
agents to the Far Hast and 
th.at the Defense, Depart- 
' ment h.ad placed off limits 
areas of open heroin deal- 
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In tJie Nvake of a 'preskkn- 
tifil press coiifoi.cncc plc<1g-:rpf 
"liighcst jn'jority atlontioii’/.fo 
drug 'problcirns,' a federal liai’'* 
colics official fold tho ■nou'a>s 
ycsltnday thiil nicasurca vers 
under consideration for tlop- 
pin" traffic at the source in 
Asia. 

Joiin E. Ingei’.sol), directoi’ 


of the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Daiigorous Drugs, told' tlfo 
llou.se Soloet CojrnniUca . on 
Crime thrd; proposal.? under 
Eiiuly ineiude Etvci'igtlicp.niy 
Thailand's ability to contre-, 
the rising flov,' from llicro. 

Inger.soll, recently returned 
from Souti'ioast Asia, vra;; 
'asked whether in'cssure could 
be put on Laos to re.'ilrain 
opium traffic, 

“I can report to you that 
pressure 5.s being put on,” ho 
replied. Do cojifirmcd reports 
that the drug traffic in Lao.? i.a ■ 
■protected by element.s of-th.a 
royal Laotian forces. 

Que.slioned about reports 
that Air America,' a CLA.-fi- 
nanced airline in liaos, IniS 
■been used to transport ophnn, 
']ngor.soll said "in the past, -Air 
America planes have been used 
unwiUingly just 'as TIVA. 
been used unv/iltingly , -to 
smuggle dnig.s into the United 
States. 

■‘‘But I can say it lias uoS 
been the policy of the manage- 
ment to provide transport,” ho 
iadcled. 
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Long after the last American has been 
X withdrawJi from Indochina, the .United 
'• States will still ' be facing the conse- 
T: quenccs of its , participation in that 
theater m terms of human ^ iniscry; 
Hundreds of thousands of wounded, 
II many with permanently -c r i p p 1 i n g 
i! injuries, will remind . generations yet 
■I, unborn of the cost America paid, 
f ■Perhaps more destructive, . in terms 
X of human lives, are the thousands 
"returning from Indocliina with sound 
^ limbs but bodies hooked on narcotics. 

Keporls of drug ' usage ' by American 
i servicemen serving in Vietnam have 
V appeared almost from the beginning of 
I; the involvement. But the full e.^tent of 
“ addiction on drugs such- as heroin has 
J not been revealed until recently. 

A report prepared by two congress- 
men who toured Indochina and prepared 
'Their findings on drug usage, for the 
» House Foreign Affairs C o m m i 1 1 c e 
'reveals how ■ widespread the problem 
1 has hecomc. The study by Rep. Robert 
.1 Steele of Connecticut and Rep. Morgan 
I f. Murphy of Illinois backs up earlier 
■I- allegations by the House Armed 
'I Services Committee on widespread 
>1: corruption among Asian officials in drug 
I ti’affic. 

C “In Laos, government armed forces 

'l, ! F-,-; , 


are major wholesalers of opium and',' 
heroin and have been directly involved ^ 
in largescalc smuggling activity,” the 
two congressmen reported. 

• “Reliable sources report that at least i 
tVvo highranking Laotian officials, mill- j 
-lary and governmental, incliKling the 
chief of the Laotian general staff, arc 
deeply involved in smuggling activity,” | 
they said. ’ | 

■ “In Thailand, a former diplomat and. j 
member of one of the most • respected 
'Thai families ,is rcporlcd to be one of 
the. key figures in the opium, morphine 
base and heroin operal.ions in that ■ 

• country and throughout Soul h e a s t . 
Asia.” . 

South Vietrianiese and Ijaotian Air 
I'kirce plaiics are used to move the illicit 
cargo into South. Vietnam, Steele and i 
Murphy charged. They also said tliere . 
is evidence some of the narcotics are ; 
being shipped by diplomatic pouch on ■ 
Air America, a CIA-backed airline. j 

Steele esUnicitcs'' alT" many as. 20 per , 
cent of Americans in Vietnam have used ^ 
hcroi)u If only h,alf the charges made; 
by this latest study arc true — and; 
thus far no part of the report has been; 
refuted — it is a damagbig indictment- 
of the allies America has paid such' 
a high price to defend in Southeast Asia. 
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^ ByTIM WHESLKR ■ • ' ' . 

WASHINGTON. May 27--T\vo U.S. CongressmGiV re- 
vealed today that President Nixoii’.s allies in Saigon, in- 
cluding vice-dictator Nguyen Cao Ky. are drag pushers 
Avho have hooked SO.OCO to 40,GC0 U.S. troops in Vietnam 
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onlioroin.' 

Also implicated in the dope 
pushing racket is “Air America,” 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy’s air supply wing. The report 
declares that CIA planes have 
been used to fly dope into Viet- 
nam, 

Rep. 'I’hornas E. Morgan, (D- 
111), and Rep. Robert 11. Slsele, 
(R-Conn), .were the two Con- 
gi'e.ssrnon 'v.'h.o released a -IG- 
page report tilled “The World 
Heroin Problem,” at a pres.s 
conference today. •• 

The report' contains findings of 
a ?,l-day ■ trip tbe' two look 
through So'utfieast Asia on which 
they found rampant drug addic- 
tion of “epidemic” proportions 
.among U.S. troops. 

They reported that drug push- 
ers in, Saigon “are so blatant 
th.-at’severa! atlempls were made 
.to sell berciiii to members of 
the study mission as tb.ey walk- 
ed the streets of Saigon accom- 
panied by a uniformed member 
of the United States Army.” 

V/i'htlrn'wal “only scli-tiou” 
They warned that unless tlie' 
“Allies” curb the soaring traffic 
jin' .heroin “Uje only solution is, 
to. withdraw all American., serv- 
iceraen from Southeast Asia.” 

“We are not optimistic,” they 
said, “that the government is 
either willing or able “to curb 
the drug traffic.” . ■ 

The report' sta'tcs that heroin 
•is smuggled into Vietnam aboard 
aircraft of the Laotian and South 
Vietnamese air forces, and in 
rented and commcrchal aircraft. 

.“Heroiii,” it added, “has also 
been ..smugalod in Air America 
airci'aft although tl’.cre is no cv- 


“The U.S. agency,” which the 
two House rnembers found tliein- 
selvcs unable to identify by 
name, is thiC CIA. 

Both House members have 
been supporters of President 
Nixon’s war policies, but today 
Rep. Steele told reporters, “The 
bleak pi'ognosis is tliat thousands 
upon thousands of junkie .lohnnys 
will come mardiing home hooked 
onl'.eroin.” 

The report declares, “It is as- ■ 
sumed by the U.S. military lhal 
tins activity reaches high levels 
of command, to include politi- 
cians, both in Laos and in South 
Vietnam. In Th.ailand a former 
diplomat ar.d member of one of 
tlie most respected Thai fami- 
lies is reputed to be' one' of tlie 
key figures in the opium, mor- 
phine base and heroin ©■perntions 
in that country and througheut 
southeast Asia. 

“There have also been reports 
that .Vice-President Ky is impli- 
cated in the curi'c-nt heroin trafy 
fic.” - 

Deaths zoemiug 

Drug addiction in some U.S.' 
units in Vietnam h.as rc.aclied 25 
percent, tlie report conlinuss. Be- 
tween August -and December, 
1970, SO deaths were suspected 
to have been drug-related. Autop- 
sies confirmed . 59 were from 
heroin ovefc’OiC. ■ 

Last Jan.uary, the rate sliot up: 
17 for that month alone wore 
Irug deaths and in February it 
rose again to 19. 

“Figure.s for March and April 
are not yet available, but if this 
:rend continues, over 2C0 young 
American.^ will die of heroin cud- 


Most of tlie opium is grown 
in Laos, but the major exporter 
of the drug to Vietnam and the 
U.S. is Tliailand, the staunclicst 
ar,ti-Comrnunist ally of the LI.S. 
in Southeast Asia. 

Heroin from Thailand, says the 
report, “is smuggled to tise U.S. 
by couriers on commercial or 
military aircraft. Some is mail- 
ed to the U.S. by U.S. military 
picrsonnol using bot.’n commer- 
cial and military po.stal serv- 
ices.” . . . . 

• The disastrous impact of this 
drug flov/ from Indcchiua to the 
U.S. is reflected in the estimat- 
ed 250,C00 . h.croiu. addicts in t’ae 
U!S.', the report states. One half; 
of these arc in Now York City, 
where 1,151 persons died from 
drug overdose in 1970, and one 
half of the,se fatalities were be- 
low the age of 23. In th.e nation’s 
capital, heroin addiction rose 
from 10,4G0 in 1970 to IG.OS'O at 
present, a GO percent increase. 

“Five years ago,” .the report 
says, “the heroin problear was 
restricted to the ghetto areas of 
our major cities. Nov/ it is 
spreading to the suburbs and is 
found among the children of the 
'wealthy and well-to-do as well 
as among the poor.” . ■ . 

The report charges tlie U.S.- 
niililary command supplied U.S. 
Saigon ■ ambassador Ellsworth 
Bunker “with the names of higii- 
<ranking .Vietnamese officials it 
suspects of involvement in the' 
heroin trade.” ' To date. Bunker 
has remained silent on tlie sub- 
ject. . . 


idciicc that any official of the diction in ' 1971,” the report 
U.S. agency has ever been involv- iyarns. ' ■ • 
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By FELIX nV.LMVi .Ir. 

Sp-c-clal to Viii Ke'.v Ycr’ri Times 

■ WASHINGTON, May _27--A 
‘Congressional investigating tea 
urged in areport made public 
today that lire Army be rc- 
■quired to identify and rclinljili- 
tatc tlie ?.G,C00 to 39,000 Amer- 
ican lieroin addicts in South 
Vietnam before returning thcin 
to civilian.Jifc*. 

Tile I'ciiort to the Hiouso For- 
eign Affairs Committee— parts 
of v.diich became linowir earlier 
this week — said that so many 
G.I.’s in South Vietnam were 
becoming addicted to heroin 
that President Nixon s’loukl or-, 
der all troops home unlesn au- 
thorities i n that country, as 
v/cil as- in I.-aos and Thailand, 
liEilted the dru^; -traffic. 

Representatives Morgan F. 
Murjihy, Deniocrjit of Illinois, 
and . Robert H, Steele, Repub- 
lican of Connecticut, .suggested 
that corruption at the liigliest 
']cvel.s of llio Governments mid 
, the Military of tlio three coun- 
tries l-eft little hope for halting 
the traffic. Rut they forecast 
"nriKjor rnovc.s” by' the White 
' House in the n-ext .six weeks 
to put ],'rc3.surc on the Soulli- 
cast Asi.an Governments. 

Legislation Jnfroductu 

Tile p.'iitlior.s of the repoi t 
visited nine countries in Eu- 
rope, llio Middle and Far Fast 
and Indochinri and interviervcu 
goverinnont, rniliiary -and dip- 
lomatic officials of tliose coun- 
tries and the Uinted States. 
Their investigations out.sicie the 
United Stfttes extended over 21 
days. 

Legislation requiring . all 
anned services to retain addict- 
ed service-men in active .status 
until cured v/ar. introduced in 
the House recently by Repre- 
sentatir’C John M. Monagan, 
Democrat of Connecticut, 

Known as the Drug Abu.se 
Control Rill of 1971, the meas- 


ure would require fdl brandies 
of the service to certify iliat 
men being discharged from ac- 
tive duty were free from drug 
addiction. It v/ould e.stablisli a 
drug abuse control corps., for 
each branch with responsibility 
'to enforce its provisions. 

One of the Congressional rc- 
jport’.s 19 recominenclatioii.s 
ttrgf.-d the President to “lake 
iper.sonal coiiirnand of the .striig- 
Igle to eliminate the illegal 
International traffic in nar- 
cotic-s, particularly lieroin, and 
commit Ihc full ro.5ources of 
the county to that battle.’’ 

To identify heroin addicts 
before discharge, the report 
proi)os-ed that all military per- 
sonnel be required to submit 
to a urinaly.sis and that the 
Defense Dep.arlrnc-nt provide 
“ acute care and detoxification 
.as well as b.asic rchalrilitation 
services’’ for addicts. 

3 Yems’ Trc.'itmcnt Urged 

The report recommended timt 
if military rc-li.abililatioii efforts 
proved unsuccessful, an ad- 
dicl’.s commanding offic-er “be 
requir-jd, prior to tlic addic’i’.s 
discliruge, to civilly commit tlio 
addict, to the .administrator of 
the Vclertais Administr.ation for 
a period of tlircc yc.ars for 
treatment and rehabilitation.’’ 

At a nows conference on the 
report, Rc-presentative Steel-e 
said, “The .soldier going to. 
South Vietnam today runs n 
far greater risk of ‘becoming 
a heroin addict than a corab.-it 
casualty." 

- Representative Murphy ob- 
served that "a soldier suffering 
from a tvound or even venereal 
disease can be retained in the 
scrv'icc' until restored to health, 
but one suffering, from the 
sickness of heroin addiction is 
disclK-'.rged and returned to so- 
ciety and denied the facilities 


Core' 



of the Veterans Administration 
liecause of the mature of his 
illnos.s." ^ , 

The 'Illinois Congress .said 
it wa.s “a national disgrace” 
that the Veterans Administra- 
tion was not equipped to rcha- 
-bilitato addicts. 

The report e.stimated that 
heroin addi.cts in the United 
States amed forces in all of 
Southeast Asia numbered be- 
tween 30,000 and 40,GCO, most 
of them in South Viet-neni. 

U..9. Phuies Reported Livolvetl 

The report said t’erit many 
high-ranking Laotian, Thai and 

.South Vietnamese officials 

both civilian and militaiy — arc 
mal-:ing large profits fioin the 
illegal .sak; of heroin and other 
narcotics to G.L’.s. It said th.at 
iir some cases Ur.ited . .Slates 
planes aird diplomatic, pouclics 
had been used to Einiig,gle 
opium and heriin ir-to Saigon'. 

“In Lao-S, Go'.X'rnment armed 
force.s are major wholesfders 
of opium and lieroin and have 
been directlyi iivolved in large- 
scale smuggling activity,” the 
report said. “Reliable sources 
report that at lea.st v.’o . high- 
ranking Laotian officials, in- 
cluding the chief of th.c I.aotian 
Genera! Staff, arc dc--?ply. in- 
volved in smuggling activity. 

“In Thailand a former diplo- 
mat and member of one of the 
mo.st i'c.spected Thai farnilie,s 
is reputed to b-e one- of tlie key 
fig'iira.s in the opium and heroin 
operations.” 

The report said tb.at South 
Vietnamese and Laotian Air 
Force planes provided by the 
United States are frequently 
used to bring heroin into South 
Vietnam. Smaller amounts are] 
smuggled in on Air America, 
an airline financed by the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, it 
added. -. 
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Steven Levine, 18 


'tribesmen living in northern 


;v.v.-7 •, ...i v.^ :‘ Denver: 

A llen GINSBERG, the poet, made a bet this month with 
Central Intelligence Agency chief Richard Helms, that 
, he (Ginsberg) would soon present incontrovertible evi- 
dence of CIA involvement in international opium smuggling. 

^ The Helms-Ginsberg exchange comes at the early stages 
'of what may yet be one of the year’s big political furors. For 
months rumors of .government dope privateering have circu- 
lated in underground press 
and political channels. Gins- 
berg is among the principal 
'figures behind the speculation. 

The first in-depth investiga- 
tion was “The New Opium 
Wac,” an article published in ■ 
the May issue of Ramparts' 
magazine. The authors are 
Frank Browning and Banning 
Garrett. 

For centuries, write the in- 
vestigators^ opium has been a 
staple cash crop of the Meo 
Laos, Burma and Thailand. 
Originally exported solely for intra-Asian use, it has, since 
World War II, become a salable commodity on the world 
. market. For a time Sicilian Mafiosi purchased it directly from 
local warlord smugglers, but the politicization of Indochina 
has brought in competition. . * ' 

t;- The opium trade- is now in the hands of Chinese mer- 
cenaries, Vietnamese, Laotian and Thai racketeers and the 
QA, say Browning and Garrett. During the Dulles period, 
it was decidecj that the opium growing area was of strategic 
importance, demanding clandestine American involvement. This 
involvement took .the’ form of equipping and training certain 
prominent, military factions in the region as anti-Chinese coun- 
^ terinsurgents. The Mebs, the Thai border patrol police and 
&e Kuomingtang, the 93d division of Chiang Kai-shek’s army 
?now. exiled in northern Laos, all come, under the protective 
’ind supportive wing of the CIA. The oil thaf keeps eveprthing 
in this alliance running smoothly is opium money. With the 
.Thai border patrol police looking the other way the Meos grow ’ 
.^e stuff, the KMT deals it to smugglers who, in turn, deal it to 
.^e Viet, Lao and Thai gangsters who process it either as 
,waight smoking opium or injectible smacks, and export it to 
JTaiwan.pr Hong Kong from whence it proceeds to the United. 

f ” tates. . ' .'i 

According to Garrett arid Browning, 80 percent of the’’ 
|toerican heroin supply comes in through these channels. They 
j,C:harge that the CIA lends technical and logistical support, 
^alleging that harvested opium collected at Long Cheny in Laos 
.iji flown to processing and dealing installations in Laos, Thai- 
•Tand and Vietnam in Air America and U. S. military planes. 
^All the parties to tlie action are equipped with CIA supplied 
■Ordnance. ' - • 

* If ever there was a public issue which commands a full 
^ing and immediate action commensurate with what that 
jairing brings to light, I would submit, this is the issue. We 
,11 n^ tj) know the, outcome .of Allen .Ginsberels .bet 
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' • ByTJM WHEsjlLEir ■ ■ '• 

' ‘ ‘ ■ " D<\iiy ^ /ci*Id i^ui'cnu - 

■ vVASIIINGTON. June 1--Leaders of the rnovemerit to dump tha military draft 
have declared lliat 40.CG0 heroin addicted GFs in Vietnam' should convince the U.S. 
Senate to let conscription die on June 30. . ■ • . 

Their statciuent was a reaction He said tiie aut’ioritie.s in 
to a report last week by two con- sounding the alarm about heroin 


gressrnen that 30-t0,C00 U.S. GIs 
in Vietnam liavc been hooked on 
lieroin. ■ 

Chris Sayer, orgaiiizcr of a na- 
tioiuvide citizen lobby to back 
Seiiate efforts to repeal tb.e draft, 
declared, “Tlic fact is, t'le draft 
takes people against tiieir will. 
It expo.sGs lliein.to a double dan- 
ger. They are 59 percent of the 
casualties and G5 percent of the 
army deatlns are draftees. It is a 
clear and present danger.” 

And now, ho added, there is 
the danger of drugs. 


addiction have talked only about 
Turkey and iViarseilles. 

‘‘But tb.e vast bulk of tlie her- 
ein is produced in Lao.s and then 
. processed in South Vietnam an.d 
Singapore and Hong Kong before 
it is sliippcd to the U.S.” lie 
said. . ■ 

Tlie drug epidemic in llio U.S., 
ha argued, i.s one of the poi.son- 
ous by-])roducts of the Vietnam 
war. • 

“Y/iiat is t’le role of tlm CIA if 
.the drugs are being _f!o^/•n openly 
in Air America planes?” ho 


asked. • 

He linked the entire problem 
to the Selective Service System 
and the recruiting of people for 
the military. 

Senate vc 


! aue 


ricay 


The drive against the draft is 
centered in the U.S. Senate, 
where a vote is ’sclieduied this 
Friday on a mea.sure by Sen. 
Mark 0. Hatfiek! (R-Ore) to re- 
peal tlie draft law. 

Sayer, a coordinator of a 
group halted Endraft, is bring- 
ing citizens in a steady .stream 
to visit Senate offices to demand 
a vote for t'le Hatfield mea.sure.' 

Senator '-.like Gravel's plan to 
filibuster against the draft until 
draft autliority expires Juno 30 
is backed by Senators George 
McGovern (B-SD), Harold Hugh- 
es (D-Iowa), Vance Hartko (13- 
Incl), Allen Cranston (D-Calif), 
William Prexmiro (D-V/is) and 
Marlow Cook (R-Ky). They ^7ill 
Join the .Senator from Alaska for 
the round-the-clock showdown on 
the Senate floor. . - ' 

Endraft i.s not discouraged by 
the 42-31 vote against a. pay in- 
crease for first .term troops— 
taken by som.e observers as an 
indication of weakness in the 
“dove” ranks. 

*‘Peop-ie will be coming in and 
then tlie pressure wall build,” 
Sayers said. " ' ■ 
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pr " By Laurence Stern 
■' The writer, an assistant managing 
editor of The Washington Post, was its 
chief correspondent in Indochina iti 
J970. 
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A Pointless Bludgeon? 


T he seven-year-old American 
air war in northern Laos has been 
waged, by and large, out of the range 
■of television cameras and newsmen 
and — until recently — Senate debates. 

. ^Only within the past year has there 
been a dawning of public awareness in 
the United States of the punishing in- 
-tenslty with which American airpower 
has been brought to bear on the little 
Indochinese kingdom. By the admis- 
sions of American officials closely asso- 
ciated with the war there, Laos has 
been the most heavily bombed country 
In the history of aerial warfare. 

: Yet today, despite the hundreds of 
thousands of tons of explosives dumped 
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in the south 
and populated “enemy-held” village in 
the north, the Communists control more 
territory than ever before in Laos.' 
North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao 
forces are threatening the Mekong 
Valley^ population centers from Luang 
Prabang southward to Pakse, areas 
which have been under the control of 
the Royal Laotian government since the, 
1962 Geneva accords. 


The bombings began without public 


S OME DAY IT MAY BE ai-gued 
that Laos— even more than Viet- 
nam — could be the supreme example 
of air power’s Ineffectiveness against 
a determined though primitively 
equipped subpower. - 
But the more immediately discerni- 
ble truth is that the chief casualties of 
the war that has been waged from the 
air as well as on the ground hav'c not 
been the Communist military forces 
but the thousands of civilians driven 
from their villages into crowded gov- 
ernment centers or the jungle. 

There has been a dispute of near-the- 
ological Intensity over whether the 
great refugee flood in Laos (roughly 
700,000 in the past decade) has been 
generated by the bombings or by Com- 
munist military activity. The official 
U.S. view, as it is expressed by former 
Ambassador to Laos William H. Sulli- 
van, is that the bombings have not, 
under our rules of engagement, been 
directed, against populated villages 
The targets, it is asserted, are prima-' 
rily the Ho Chi Minh Trail as it trav- 
erses the Laotian- panhandle, and 
enemy -military concentrations in the 


notice in 1964, both against Communist 
Infiltration trails and also in support of 
Royal Lao government forces in the 


There have been American officials 
In^ Vientiane, however, who concede 
privately that American bombs have' 


• Plain of Jars, which has been traded fallen on population cen ernk Lanrh 
back and forth between the opposing “stupidity and confusion” r^her toJn 

sides of the struggle for many years. by intenUonal violaUon of the pubUc 

Gradually the pace of the bombing rules of engagement, 
stepped up to its peak in 1968 and 1969 And there are yet others 
after the halt in the bombing of North and out of BoverriTnonf- i,’ ^ 
vietn™, K U th. develop.; a, C, " “ 

ment of new targets in Laos, combat Laos that the ir oaor, • s ® ,°nsin 

,.per.U 0 ds ol the 7th a»d the eem-' 


.operations or me nn ana me com- prosecution nf j J 

«ned 7th/13th Air Fore.e, bated In 


Vietniam and Thailand, would have 1 villages in order to de.stroy 


been drastically reduced. The planes Pathet Lao “civilian infrastruc- 


and bombs were available as a result ture.” 


of the halt, and so they were turned on One classified survey of refugees 


Laos. The number of daily sorties by- from the Plain of Jars, which 


American jet bombers then rose to j ’ . , / 

more than 700. according to testimonv ° ‘ P.ublic domain by Rep. 


The survey was conducted by the 
United States Information Service, 
which operates as an arm of the Amer- 
' ican embassy. It sliarply contradicted 
the claim by U.S. officials in Vientiane 
that bombing of villages was a rare- 
apd accidental occurrence. 

In March of last year I visited a ref- 
ugee camp' some 20 miles east of Vien- 
tiane, where 900 residents of a village 
on the Plain of Jars were trying to re- 
settle under the supervision of the 
Agency for International Development. 

An interpreter was provided by AID 
officials. 

The refugees told a consistent story. 
They had been evacuated from the 
Plain of Jars, then in its customary , 
state of being contested, by. Air Amer- J 
ica pilots on Feb. 5, 1970. It was the 
first day of a massive airlift that car- 
ried some 17,000 Laotian men, women 
and children from their embattled' vll-, 
lages to the Vientiane plain, beyond' 
the range of the shooting and bomb- 
‘“S- . . A . - ■ _ 

These, simple, villagers could de- 
scribe with chilling precision the no- 
menclature of American fighter- 
bomber aircraft, such, as F-4s and F- 
105s. They were also Intimately ac- 
quainted with the various e.xplosives 
dropped from the skies: antipersonnel 
cluster bomb units (CBU’s), white 
phosphorus bombs, napalm. The villag- 
ers fashioned curtains from the flare 
parachutes used for night bombing and ' 
made lamp bases of the flare tubes. 

Although the Pathet Lao had first 
moved into the Plain of Jars in 1964 
and their village see-sawed between 
Communist and government control 
repeatedly, life did not become intoler- 
able, they said, until the last two years 
of the intensified bombing — in 1968 
and 1969. Today, whatever is left of 
their native village of Moung Koun is 
still under Pathet Lao-North Vietnam- 


more than 700, according to testimony ^ i at m- - ■ 

given to congressional committees by McCloskey Jr, (R-Calif.), re- During his recent and controversial 

.State Department and military wit* that 97 per cent of the sample '^tsit to Laos, McCloskey heard the 

nesses. Approved Fof Releas9<>td(>4^(^/S4eiicQIAd%E%B8Qt-^19l91 tn 

.K-r — 75 . . , , government camps have given visiting 


ese control. 


tack; 75 per cent said their homes had government camps have given visiting 
ieen damaged by bombing. journalists and government investiga 

" - . tors since March of la.st vear. 
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■ ' You cr.n salute aii ofiicer 

: v/ith your riglit hand and take a 
■; ‘hit ’ ill your lelt,” an enlistsd 
man in Vio'main is 'quoted as. 

' saying in "The Nov/ Opium 
:. V/ar’ iu the May issue of Ks-.m- 
i- pai'ts maga.Kina. ' 

;■ Anyone v/ho -claims tobscoh- 
f cerhscl about snack, jun’dosa.iid 
' teena.ge (and younger) overdose 
i. claaths should consider the 
' Ramparts article required rca - 
: ding. 

The mind Wov/ing theme of . 
• the story suggests that well 
1 meaning citizens who talk of 
‘‘offing pushers, ’ methadone 
clinics, et ceti-a should take a 
^ cooler look at Y.'iiat’s happening. 

; According to co-authors Frank 
^ Brov.'-uing and Banning Gaa’rctt, 

: what'^s happening is ih3.t the In- 
docliina opium trade- wliich 
; grosses an estimated $500 mil- ' 
i lion a year- has the tacitappro- 
\ val of tlie U.S. government and 
‘ the active involvement of the 
iy( . Central Inlelligence Agency. 

; ‘ At the same time tlie go- 

' vernrnent starts crash prog- 
; rams to rehabilitate drug users 
‘ among its young people / the 
! young soldiers it is sencMng to 
\ Vietnam are getting hooked and 
' dying of overdoses at the rate 
. of one a day. Wliilo the Pre- 
i sident is declaring war on nar- 
j cotics and on crime in the str- 
; Gets, he is widening the v/ar in 
jr.aos, v/hoso principal -product 
jis opium and which has nov/be- 
'.come the funnel for nearly half 
■ 'the world’s supply of the nar- 
cotic, for v/liicli the U. S. is the 

Li.- A- 1- 


...d $m(Ql€kf 

chief consumer.” 

For the Ideos hill tri'osspeo- 
pie' in Laos, opium is their only 
cash crop. A hilo which goe.s 
for $50 in the hills is $200 in 
Saigon and .$2,000- the article 
says- in San Francisco. 

A largo part of the' crop is 
simply dropped off in Saigon 
for the ‘ convenience” of U.S. 
a-i rny addicts. ‘ Probably a fifth 
of the men in his unit liave ai 
least tried janlc,’ the auUiors 
said of rel;al.)ilitated addict Au-’ 
gust Schultz. "But the Ihg tiling, 
a.s his buddy Ronnie MeShefirey 
adds, v/as that most of the of- 
ficers in his company - includ- 
ing the tip’s- kiiev/ about it. 
MeSheffrey saw MP’sinhisowa 
division (6th Bati'alioa, Slst In- 
fantry, 9ih Division) at Tan An 
shoot up, junt as lie says they 
saw him. lie and his buddies 
even watched the unit’ .s sergeant 
major receive payoi'te at a. hear- 
by whorehouse where every kind 
of drug imaginable was R-vaila.- 
ble.” 

One opium lord described in 
the article utilizes an army of 
1,000'- ?.,000 armed men with : 
mile long mule draivn caravan.s 
which move from 15 to 20 tons 
of opium "Worth about a million 
dollars- out of Burma to syndi- 
cate men in La-os and Thailand 
in one journey from the hills. 

To get to his destinaiion, how- 
ever, the opium lord must pay 
about $80,000 a trip in protec- 
tion money to the 93rd division 
of Chiang Kai-chek's Taiwan 
army wdiich has remained in 



irmiiidi ii'i! 


Burma- up to 9,000 strong- 
since the end of V/orld V/ar IL 
when most of Us troop.s fled 
the mainland for the island of 
Taiv/an, 

These Kuomingtajig (KhlT) 
troops are said to be responsi- 
ble to Shiang s son, Chiang 
Chiiig-Kuo, who is the head of 
the Taiv/an secret police. The 
authors claim that the KLTT 
supports it.solf by exa.ctingsucli 
tribute, by buyiiigopium direct- 
ly from the Mcos and reselling 
it, and by maldng occasional 
forays into Chiim and Duriria 
for the Central MelUgonce A- 
gency. 

The Ramparts article docu- 
ments the involvement of U.S. 
planes and helicopters' in the 
dope operation, in some iusic.n- 
ces overtly and sometimes .un- 
der the guise of the Royal Laos 
A.ir Force which uses dionated 
U.S. aircraft. 

The role of the ‘ China Lob- 
by” in the U.S. opium trade is 
also described. Involved are 
such patriotic stalwarts as J. 
Edgar lioqver and Mixon’s State 
Department intelligence chief, 
Ra*y Cline. Instrumental is Go- 
vernor V/arren Knowles’ some- 
time romantic iiitorest Madame 
Chcnnault (who helped raise a 
quarter million dollars for Mi- 
xon's campaip). Her deceased 
Iiusband, General Claire Chen- 
iiault of V.'orld V/ar 11 ‘ flying 
boxcar” notoriety, founded the 
Civil Air Transport just after 
Y/.V/. II. In the 1950 s it was 
renamed "Air America” and 


nov/- a.s a. CIA front- it keeps 
■ busy transporting opium as the 
"officiad ’ Indochina airline. 

The U..S. government -opera..- 
tion pre.sided over by General 
Ky-has squeszod out the Cor- 
sicaji Mafia, former holdaivs of . 
the southeast Asia liercnn in- 
dustry. 

The Ra.mpart.s authors sug- 
ge.st that v/Iisn Ricliard Nixon- 
in his recent ‘ state of the ■ 
world” speech- rapped about - 
drying ‘upj v/orld drug trafsic, 
the Indochinese opium business 
was intentionally overlociked. 
Tim Prosident commented, "V.-'e 
have woi’ked cl 0 soly witu fi l3.rgo 
i are often unable to gef aiiy re- 
I fund, and at the sc.me time, they 
are told that they emmot receive 
the "free” wig without paying 
an additional $8^ or $8 styling 
charge. 

This practice is both lime 
consuming and ■frustrating to 
the consuiner, Y/arren said, 
Warren urged cons-'.unors v/'ho 
hav'e Imov/loc’ge of tnis schojue 
to contc'.ct l)is Oniem of Consu- 
mer Protection or the 
^/Authorities. 
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ByD. E. Ronk 

Special to The Washinjton Post 

VIENTIANE, Laos, May 
11 — Several diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of North Vietnam 
were hit today by stones 
thrown by members of the 
Laotian army and other indi- 
viduals believed to have been 
plainclotlics police. 

In another development, 
North Vietnamese Migs at- 
tacked American war planes 
near Ban Ban and south of the 
Plain of Jars, according to 
well-informed U.S. sources. 

[A North Vietnamese Mig 
21 interceptor attacked an un- 
armed U.S. reconnaissance 
plane twice over tlie Plain 
of Jars in northern Laos while 
a second hlig 21 circled over- 
head last Sunday, the U.S. 
Command disclosed Wednes- 
day, according to AP. 

[“The aircraft was not dam- 
aged from the attack which 
lasted approximately five min- 
utes,” the command said. 

[The Mig made two firing 
passes at the light observation 
plane which was supporting 
royal Laotian forces, it said. 
The pilot reported that he felt 
two explosions to his right 
rear and , observed two large 
white airbursts.] 

According to the sources, it 
was the first time the North 
Vietnamese have attempted 
air combat over Laotian terri- 
tory. 


They were just ent „ 

their Mercedes when they 
were ^et upon by soldiers , 
throwing cartridges and what ■ 
the North Vietnamese later ] 
described as “very large 
stones.” 

All windows of the sedan ; 
were broken out, and the i 
chauffer was said to have been ' 
seriously injured. I 

Charge d’Affaircs Nguyen . 
Giap, who was struck on the ■ 
left arm and right leg during j 
the lO-minute attack, later 
termed his own injuries as se- 
rious. 

Giap issued a statement call- 
ing the attack a serious provo- 
cation and saying; 

“W'c must underline that the : 
presence of charge at the cere- ' 
mony constituted a sign of 
goodwill to improve relations 
between our two countries.” 
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Migs also reportedly threat- 
ened 'Air America planes 100 
miles northeast of Vientiane. 
Air America is a private air- 
line which makes supply runs 
and ferries troops for USAID 
'and the CIA. 

All Air America flights for 
later in the day were canceled. 

The stoning of the North Vi- 
etnamese diplomats occurred 
at ceremonies marking Laos’ 
constitutional day presided 
over by King Savang Vattana. 

The North Vietnamese were, 
leaving in protest over a pas- 
sage in the King’s speech con- 
demning North Vietnam as 
“aggressors” in Laos. 
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Vientiane.' May lO. — Nir..' John 
! Ingersoll, the head of the United 
States Justice Department’s nar- 
^ coties bureau, has said on his 
^ arrival here that one of the possi- 
■bilitios for wiping out drugs traf- 
' i.fic in south-east Asia was the pur- 
: chase of opium produeed in Laos 
by the American Covornrnent. 

.Mr. Ingersoll, who is investigat- 
i ins the sources of marijuana and 
.opium derivitives which are being, 
used by ■ American soldiers, in 

■ South 'Vietnam, said the comniu- 
nist-controUod parts of Laos were , 

■ one of the principal sources of 
drug*; sent to South Vietnam. 

Other important sources of 
! Opium were Thailand. Burma and 
i China. _ Varieties of Indian hemp 
. or marijuana, were grown nearly 
; everywhere, he said. 

Mr. Ingersoll said that opium 
grown in north Laos had been 
transported by aircraft belonging 
to the private American companies 
Air America and Continental Scr- 
vieos; which were under contract to 
the (Central Intelligence Agency). 
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Lmjikms Accused m Blercm 1 rcnnc 


By Jack Anderson 

A Royal Laotian prince and 
the Laotian Army commander 
have Rov.' bean idontiried as 
the principal trafiickers in the 
heroin used by U.S. troops in 
South Vietnam. 

■ Furthermore, a congres- 
sional investigation has con- 
firmed our earlier allegations 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency is involved in the Lao- 
tian heroin operations. 

The investigation wa.s made 
by Reps. Robert Steele (R- 
epnn.) and Morgan Murphy 
(D-111.), both members of the 
Hou.ss Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Steele li preparing a. report 
that will allege CIA Air Amer- 
ica aircraft have been used to 
transport the drug from north- 
ern Laos into the capital city 
of Vientiane. 

It says, however, there is no 
evidence that the CIA had any 
official policy of letting its 
planes be used to move the 
drugs. Furthermore, it adds 
that the agency has now 
cracked down on the practice. 

According to the draft re- 
,port, prepared by Steele for 
.House Foreign Affairs Chair- 
man Tom Morgan (D-Pa.), the 
deadly drug is transported 
from opium fields in Laos to 
the battlefields of South Ahet- 


nani in the following manner; 

First the raw opium is 
hauled from deep in Nortliern 
Laos through Burma and into 
the Laotian town of Ban Bouei 
Sai, with former Nationalist 
Chinese soldicrs-turned-drug 
smuggler.s riding shotgun on 
the shipments. 

At Ban Bouei Sai, the Lao- 
tian Army commander, Gen. 
Ouan Rathikoun, takes over. 
He supeiH'ises the shipment of 
the opium into Vientiane, 
using American-supplied 
planes and protecting the 
.smuggled cargoes witli U.S.- 
supplicd arms. 

Once it reaches Vientiane, 
the morphine base is proc- 
e.ssed in Gen. Ratiiikoun's labs 
into ‘NXumber Four” heroin, a 
pure grade of the deadly drug 
alnio.st unknown in Southeast 
Asia until Ir-affickers began 
turning it out especially for 
American troops. 

Prolcclloji aiu’l Payroll 

Throughout Laos, the heroin 
operation is protected and 
ahettyd by Prince Bonn Oun, 
Inspector General of the 
realm. 

Onco processed, the heroin 
is flown into South Vietnam 
aboard military and civilian 
aircraft from both Laos and 
South Vietnam. 

Some of the carefully 
wrapped packages of the 
white powder are air-dropped 
near U.S. troop emplacements 
in tiie fields. Others reach the 
troops after being landed at 
ouLlyirig-air strips or flown di- 


rectly into Saigon's Tansonn- 
hut airport, ' 

AVith Vietnamese custom of- 
ficiabs loo'ang the other way, 
the heroin passes into illicit 
cfiannebs. The congrcss.man 
identifies South Vietnamese 
Premier Tran Thien Kheim as 
the man behind the corruption 
of the customs agents, but 
they stop short of calling him 
an outright trafficker. 

The angriest language in 
Steele's draft report is re- 
served for U.S. diplomats who 
have failed to use their lever- 
age against suc’n men a.s Rathi- 
koun and Prince Boun Oun to 
get the drug traffic cut off at- 
its source. 

Steele points out that in 
Turkey some progress has 
been made, although slowly, 
though diplomatic channels to 
cut off the flow of heroin to 
the United States. 

In a future column, we will 
detail how .American e.v-GIs 
and deserters, assisted by cor- 
rupt Thai officials, arc begin- 
ning to move huge quantities 
of heroin into the United 
States to replace the Turkisli 
supply. 

Xojygiii on Arnts 

The U.S. embassy, reporting 
to the State Department from 
Moscow on Sen. Ed Muskie’s 
confidential conversation.s 
with Kremlin leaders, gave 
this account of the discussion 
on disarmament: 

“M'd'kie began by talking 
aliout dcsii-'; to reduce mili- 
tary i-Apcriditures. He said in 


past two years. Senate had 
subjected defense budget to 
great scrutiny.. As result, ad- 
ministration's budget in 1D39 
had been cut by six billion dol- 
lars. 

‘Tie e.xprcssed interest in 
MBi'R (Jlutu.al Balance Force 
Reduction) in Europe as part 
of desire to reduce arma- 
ments. He also advocated 
broadest possible agreement 
at S.-\.LT (Strategic .Arms Lim- 
itation Talks). 

"Kosygin responded that 
U.S.S.R. has always favored 
di.sarmanient. He asserted that 
Soviet military budget was 2> 
27 per cent of U.S. military 
budget, and notliing was hid- 
den in other parts of budget. 

“He said Soviet noticed and 
'appreciated' Senate's action 
in cutting military expendi- 
tures by six billion dollars. So- 
viet also noticed President's 
statement that military budget 
might have to be larger next 
year. 

‘‘Soviets ‘follow these events 
closely,’ said Kosygin. Specifi- 
cally on S.ALT, Kosygin said 
both sides are approaching 
question differently, with 
‘great wariness and care’ but 
‘with great desire of finding a 
solution in limiting strategic 
armaments.’ ” 

Footnote: The hush-hush re- 
port noted that Jluskie had 
empiiasized the ‘‘unofficial 
character. of his visit and fact 
h -2 carried— no message and 
v'a.s. not, negotiating any agree- 

incut." 

' Q 1911, Bc>lI-VcClare Syr.tllcaie. Ine. 
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by Frank Browning and Banning Garrett 


/“TR. PRESIDENT, THE SPECTER OF heioin addic- 
j'i\ J I tion is haunting nearly every community in 
.1 y/ ' the nation.” With these urgent words, Sen- 
. J.- V .-.L ator Vance Ilartke spoke up on March 2 in 
s'u^f'drt’of .alcsoTution on "dnig control being considered in 
the U.S. Senate. Estimating that there are 500,000 heroin 
addicts in the U.S., he pointed out that nearly 20 percent 
of them are teenagers. The concern of Hartke and others 
is not misplaced. Heroin has become the major killer of 
young people between IS and 35, outpacing death from 
accidents, suicides or cancer. It has also become a major 
cause of crime; to sustain their habits, addicts in the U.S. 
spend more than $15 million a day, half of.it coming^from 
the 55 percent of crime in the cities which they conrrnit and 
tiic annual $2.5 billion worth of goods they steal. 

Once safely isolated as part of the destructive funkiness 
of the black ghetto, heroin has suddenly spread out into 
Middle America, becoming as much a part of suburbia as 
the Saturday barbecue. This has gained it the attention it 
Otherwise never would have had. President Ni.xon himself 
says It is spreading with “pandemic virulence.” People are 
becoming aware that teenagers are shooting up at lunch- 
time in schools and returning to classrooms to nod the day 
away'. But what they' don’t know — and what no one is tell- 
ing them— is that neither the volcanic eruption of addiction 

in this country nor the crimes it causes would be possible 
without the age-old international trade in opium (from 
which heroin is derived), or that heroin addiction— like in- 
flation, unemployment, and most of the other chaotic forces 
in American society today— is directly related to the U.S. 

war in Indochina. _ _ • ■ ij 

The connection between war and opium in Asia .is as old 
as empire itself. But the relationship has never been so sym- 
.biotic, so intricate in its networks and so vast in its implica- 
tions. Never before has the trail of tragedy been so clearly 
marked as in the present phase of U.S. involvement in South- 
east Asia. For the international traffic in opium has ex- 
panded in lockstep with the e.xpanding U.S. military pres- 
ence there, just as heroin has stalked the same young people 
in U.S. high schools who will also be called on to fight that 
war. The ironies that have accompanied the war in Vietnam 
since its onset are more poignant than before. At the very 
moment that public officials are wringing their hands over 
the heroin problem, Washington’s own Cold War crusade, re- 
plete with clandestine activities that would seem far-fetched 
even in a spy novel, continues to play a major role in a 
process that has already rerouted tire opium traffic from the 
Middle East to Southeast Asia and is every day opening new 


among its young people, the young soldiers it is 
Vietnam are getting hooked and dying of overdoses at the 
rate of one a day. While the President is declarin 
narcotics and on crime in the streets, he is widening the war 
in Laos, whose principal product is opium ahd which has 
now become the funnel for nearly half the world’s supply 
of the narcotic, for which the U.S. is the chief consumer. 

There would have been a bloodthirsty logic behind the 
e.xpansion of the war into Laos if the thrust had been to 
seize supply centers of opium the communists were hoard 
ing up to spread like a deadly virus into the free world. But| 
the communists did not control the opium there; proces 
sing and distribution were already in the, h-ands of the free 
world. WT.o are the principals of this new opium vrar? The 
ubiquitous CL\, whose role in getting the U.S. into Viet- 
nam is well known but whose pivotal position in the opium 
trade is not; and a rogue’s gallery of organizations and 
people— from an opium army subsidized by the Nationalist 
Chinese to such familiar names as Madame' Nhu- and Vice 
President Nguyen Cao Ky— who are the creations of U.S. 
policy in that part of the world. 

The story of opium in Southeast Asia is a strange one at 
every' turn. But the conclusion is known in advance; this 
war has come home again— in a silky grey powder that goes 
from a syringe into Ajnerica’s mainline. 

■'n. fj OST OF THE OPIUM IN Southeast Asia is grown 

Y /[! in a region known as the “Fertile Triangle,” an 
v/ area covering northwestern Burma, northern 

- V Jl. Thailand, and Laos. It is a mountainous jungle 
inhabited by tigers, elephants, and some of the most poison- 
ous snakes in the world. The source, of the opium that 
shares the area with these exotic animals is the poppy, and 
the main growers are the Meo hill tribespeople who inhabit 
the region. The Meo men chop back the forests in the wet 
season so that the crop can be planted in August and Sep- 
tember. Poppies produce red, white or purple blossoms be- 
tween January and March, and when the blossom withers, 
an egg-sized pod is left. The Vi'omen harvest the crop and 
make a small incision in the pod with a three-bladed knife. 
The pod exudes a white latex-like substance which is left to 
accumulate and thicken for a day or two. Then it is care- 
fully gathered, boiled to remove gross impurities, and the 
sticky substance is rolled into balls weighing several pounds. 
A fraction of the opium remains to be smoked by the vil- 
lagers, but most is sold in nearby rendezvous with the local 
smugglers. It is the Meos’ only cash crop. The hill tribe 
growers can collect as much as $50 per kilo, paid in gold, 
silver, various commodities, or local currency. The same 
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Middle East to Semtheast ^ Saigon and $2000 in San Francisco. 

^Channels for its sbipment to^he U S. At J' There are hundreds of routes, and certainly as many 
government starts crash programs to rehabilitate drug u transport by which the smugglers ship opium— 
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But Silent on Hundreds ndlL GIA 


By Mvitthcw V. Slorin 
Globe Staff 

VIENTIANE," Laos — Last week US 
Eeps. Paul N. (Pete)- McCloskey and Jer- 
ome. Waldie of California had an extended 
■dinner meeting here with the American 
ambassador and hi? 11-man staff, Mc- 
Closkey remarked later; 

“I thought I was having dinner with 

• the commander of the First Marine Divi- 
sion and his staff.” 

McCloskey won a silver star for 
heroism as a Marine officer in the Korean 
War so he ' knew what he was talking 
about. The embassy here is rnore like a 
military operations center than a diplo- 
matic post. 

Ambassador McMurtrie Godley works 
in an office lined with top-secret maps. 
They presumably show the areas of 
northern Laos where American planes 
have bombed suspected Communist posi- 
tions. 

Godley has virtual autonomy over the 
military operations in northern Laos. This 
is distinct, of course, from the bombing 

• rhissions against the Ho Chi Minh trail 
in southern Laos. Those are part of the 
Vietnam war and are directed from Wash- 
ington and Saigon. 

The major difference between US oper- . 
ations in l.aos and Vietnam — aside 
from their scope — is tire degree of se- 
crecy about what goes' on in this country. 

It is' a difficult problem for President 
Nixon and other US officials. 


The government is led | 
by Prince Souvanna Phou- 
■ ma. The Pathet Lao is led 
by his half-brother Sou- 
phanouvong. Many west- 
, ern diplonpls and journal- 
ists in Vientiane predict 
negotiations between the 
neutralist government and 
the Communists would 
commence with an end to 
the American bombing. 

The US is also hopeful of 
negotiations, perhaps this 
year. The bombing con- 
tinues, however, and some 
US officials who are not di- 
rectly involved in military 
operations suspect there 
still are “free fire zones” in 
northern Laos where any- 
thing that moves is likely 
to be gunned down. 

In 1968 and 1969 the 
bombing of the Plain of 
Jars reached into hundreds 
of forties a day but now US 
officials claim the sortie.s 
are considerably less than 
,100 daily. (A. sortie is one 
mission flown by one 
plane.) 

The clanaestine nature 
of the American operations 
in Laos unfortunately 
prompts some un- 
American tactics to main- 
tain secrecy. 

Reps. McCloskey and 
Walciie found 'this out 
first-hand. 

McCloskey, a Republican 
who threatens to chailenge 
President Nixon in tiio 
1972 primaries unless his 
Southeast Asia policies are 
changed, knew before he 
arrived here that a US In- 
formation Agency em- 
The CIA’s contract airline, Air Aloyee had conducted a 
America, is also highly visible to anyone^ survey of 216 Laotian refu- 
visiting Laos. At an airfield in Vientiane showing that most had 
last week a reporter could count more 
than 20 Air America aircraft. They range 
from cargo planes and C-47 transports 
to' small one-engine propaller-driven, 
non-military aircraft. 


The North Vietnamese .^irmy is 
clearly in Laos in force. Privately the 
US justifies its own illegal presence on 
this basis. 

But to admit a US military presence 
would pose propaganda problems for the 
Soviet Union and Communist China, US 
officials claim, thereby prompting them 
to esc'alate their support for the Pathet 
Lao and North Vietnamese Communists. 

The latest figure.? on the niunber of 
US military “advisers” in Laos are 109 
Army personnel and 127 Air Force, a 
total of 236. This compares with a figure 
of 2-i4 given out about a year ago.. , 

The US contends there are no “ground 
combat forces.” It says nothing officially 
about hundreds of military men under 
contract to the CIA who ar-e assisting 
Gen. Vang Pao’s'“ciandes.tine army, of 
Meo tribesmen and Laotians. 


left their homes primarily , 
because of US bombing. 

During that dinner party ■ 
with Ambassador Godley, 
McCloskey , and Waldie 
both say they asked the 
ambassador and his staff 


The Communists are estimated to con 

trol about one-third the population of whether any reA'rts"on ' 
Laos, which totals three million. refugees attitudes exist’ 

Each year in tiie dry season the com- - - 
munist forces advance markedly, only to _ 
lose ground in the rainy season that starts ’ 
in May. Yet American official.’, concede' 
that if the North Vietnamese decided to C’ODtTr 

overrun Vientiane and the roval capital 
Officially, the US is illegally involved of Luang Prabaog, they could do so with 

tYte as«‘‘26tU®3?04 CJA-BDP80.-01 601 R0009001 00001 -4 

personnel in the country. ' 


STATINTL 





Approved For Release CIA-RDP80-01601R000900100001-4 


Cio V 110 

f, ® ' ' ■ ■ 

i: I /Thnyi) \r'S fru li /? 

■'L^t -U’ . lif. tiJiH, 




FH]! 


/ti 


1 


1 Mil 

Saigon Says 


ii'iik. 


T/SJ, bom'jsrs ityire; over Laos, 
but Kiissed. live U.S. helieop- 
ters were reported sliot doNvn, 
three in Laos end the other 
two inside Cambodia ^ where 
ta fresh outbreak of fighting 
was reported. 

rteports from ti:e northern 
front said that the North Viet- 
namese, while keeping up a 
barrage, launohsd ground 
probes against Brown. U.S. 
helicopter gunships were 
called out for missions after 
nightfall to try to boat the at- 


Laos -Move 
Is^Taclicaf 

SAIGON, March 17 (AP) 
American pilois reported 
that some South Vietna- 
jrnese forces were retreat- 
I ing in Laos today, and ene- 
' my gunners poured artil- 
lery, mortar and rocket fire 
on Landing Zone Brown, an 
important base 14 miles 
from the Vietnamese fron- 
tier. Pilots said the base 
was. doomed. 

In South Vietnam, the 
major allied support base of 
Khesauh was shelled for the 
third night in a row. 

South Vietnamese he.idquar- 
ters insisted that the pull- 
backs in Laos were tactical, 
but the pilots said fighting 
was severe in some areas. 
They noted that the South Vi- 
etnamese have abandoned two 
of their four fire bases south 
of Highway 9, the main Laos 
incursion route, and fallen 
back 15 miles in the past few 
day.s. 

The South Vietnamese state- 
ment was supported in Wash- 
ingto.n by a Pentagon spokes- 
man, Jerry W. Friedheini, who 
said the South Vietnamese 
troops are engaged in ‘'mobile 
maneuvering” and were pro- 
ceeding ‘‘according to plan.’* 
Asked if the m-aneuver'ng was 
a synonym for retreat, he re- 
plied: “No." 

The heaviest fighting raged 
around Landing Zone Brown, 
one of tho bases that the 
South Vietnamese 1st Inktr-try 
.Division had planned to use 
for raids soil thwaid against a' 
branch of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail before l:cad!ug for home. 

Tho U.S. (joinmand said the 
North Vietnamese fired three 


tackcr.s back. 

“They cm talk aboui heli- 
copter mobility all they want,’’, 
.said one pilot, V/aivant Officer 
Fi'cd Few, of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., “hut from where I’nt 
flying there’s only ono way to 
describe it— -retreat, end a bad 
one.” 

Gen. William c. Westmore- 
land, Army chief of staff, said i 
today he ''wouldn't eategorhe i 
as a retreat” the withdrawal of - 
South Vietnamese troops from 
their Laos bases. 

Westmoreland said at a news! 
confei'cnce in Seattle, Wash,, 
that it WHS a “readjustment of 
troop.s,” vdth tbs object of 
“getting into additional enemy 
logi.stic coiiiploxes.” He added 
tliiit the L.aos operation has dis- 
rupted traffic along (he Ho 
Chi Minli trail and “hopefully 
will continue to the rainy 
season.” 

South Vietnamese -officers 
in tlic field .said the defenders 
pulled out of Brown last night 
and the North Vietnamese 
moved in, only to be hit by | 
U.S. air strikes. | 

When the South Vietnaine.se ! 
returned to Brown this morn-j 
ing they said they found 80 [ 
enemy bodies and some of| 
their own ammunition blown 
up. The South Vietnamese 
reinforced the base and the - 
enemy losuincd a methodical ■ 
shelling. I 

There was no firm report onj 
casualtie.s in the fighting at 
Brown, South Vietnamese 
headquarter.s said that govern- 
ment forces had lost 16 men 
killed 190 wounded in 

three days of fighting around 
'Fire Base Lolo, five niile.s to 
the west, which was aban- 
doned Monday. 

[Reuter reported that Sai- 
gon sources said 66 So.uth 
Vietnamese were killed at 
Lolo,] 

A spokesman claimed that 
1,100 ciierny^ soldicr.s were 
killed in that period, many of 
them by air strikes and artil- 
lery barrages, There was, how- 
ever, some question about pre- 


The sprawling allied sup- 
port base at Khesanh, in the 
northwcH coi'iier of South 
.Vietnam, was hit by two ai lil- 
lery ban-ages lale today. 6 he 
base i-s a key supply and hcli- 
copler center for the Laos op- 
eration. 

U.S. officials in Saigou an- 
nounced that a U.S. heli- 
copter gunship and a small 
single-engine Air America 
plane collided today over the 
Can Tho airfield in the Me-' 
kong Della, killing all six per- 
sons in the two craft. 

I'he dead' were tlie two U.S. 

crew-men aboard the Cobra j 
gunship, the Amoriean ivilol] 
of the plane and his threej 
passengers, one a U.S. govern-, 
menl employe and the others 
Vietnamese government em- 
ployes. Their names were not 
dLsclosdo, 

.Air America i.s a cliartcr 
airline that flies for the! 
.Central Intelligence .Agency. I 
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(tl A PO'ni'l'Ml.ArV;''-' ' Profnssirmds i'rek.rced ■ j 

Vii<i'A> ii'-J'S.'J .'.ii j jr^j. ;|-j v.'ork'.v/ith th?. l..ao,-j 

■fT'uMT'i'fiV’T;/'! X 71' T' V>V n? 1 clandcatihf: army, which 

jifiYliilhfv/irl Alitl! g;ilr';a;Si<"3!!=''hS 

- 'tcclc [iucnillfi. units — ths iiilcl- 

150U.G.A£Ciil.H.lpl)iruci SnSf 

■ Secrot G'JDfrilia Forces trc'cts a numbor of formcr-pro- 

, . tonal soldiers— rhov, 'in;; ?. 

' “■ ■ prercrciicc for mcii of th.o Spo- 

yiV’lTENKX' KAT'.ihl . oial Force.'!, or Green dareU, 

■ VIENTIAI-Jl':. Lao.s, biarclrll! \Vi”"cFA. Their RVL>rer;'|/ 

I--A moiilh after the enemy, j, jfounci 30. 

£ilts.ck on the Anicriern coni- ‘‘hheir yiiincipel opcre.tiTig 
iiouncl at the noithern Laotian Jr-^-sen aro Long O’iong, Sp'cm- 
military hcadciuarters a.t Long lia’.iiet in the center of tne 
Ticmg, the station chief, case ficmt licrn pnnhaiiclie and -paksa; 
tifficers and other officials of riCer the southern tip. Long 
lli 3 American Central IntcHi- 'j iciig is thn most active station, 
penco Agency continue to per- because General Vang Port’s 
Corm their functions there and guerrilla units, v.'hich are tue 
ft other regional headquarters largest, are sttaioned thove. 
in Laos, pllliough since tlte Fch. 14^ s t- 

Though it conducts only or- most arc spending tncir 

clinaTy' intelligence activitie.s jugbps in Viuontiana. Long 
clscvTiorc, ■ the C.T.A. in I.ao.5 'pj.-.ug ha.s Its own station chiea. 
takes an active part in m.ariag- j.jg j-rports to the Vientiane 
ivig an army at war. This came chief, v/ho figuvoa on tho 
obout bcctm-c th.e 1962 Geneva cliplomatic li.st as a. sp.ecial as- 
aarcsmeril on the neutrality oi fistsat to tho ambcs.sac!or. 
li .03 barring foreign, countries pulk of tbc ag'-'u's are 

trom playing a military role, officers,- each entrusted 


.150 U.G. Agcnla Help Diraci 

■ Secrot G'JDfrilia Forces 

Yiy HENKX' KAT'.ifd 

Eritem to '1 h> S't-w YctI; TI.t.'s 

■ VIENTIAKE, Laos, March- 11 ^ 
t‘--A monlh after the enemy; 
Gtts.ck on tho American com- 


officers and other officials ofj j; 
lha American Central IntcHi-j ’j; 
pence Agency continu-r to per- b 
Corm their functions there and g 
ft other regional headquarters ]; 
in Laos, . p 

Though it conducts only or- 
clinary' intc-lligence activitie.s j- 
clscM-'herc, ■ the C.T.A. in Lao.5 q 
takes an active part in manag- j 
ivig an army at war. This came ^ 
obout bccau-c th.e 1962 Geneva ^ 
aarcsmenl on t'ac neutrality oi ^ 
Laos barring foreign, countries 
trom playing a military role , 
led the United States^ to turn , 
over .its 8ssi, stance to tlie agen- , 
cy v/ilh Hit'- gvoatc^.^m-’®*'*'^'-'^'^ ; 

in undercover activities. 1 

- The anuv functions separate 
from the linyal Laotion army, 
which, is cqu.ally dependent on 
Anicrican logi-tlic support end 
• jr> coually financed by tuC 
United Elates, but is com- 
Tnandid by the general staff, m 
Vientiane. The c!aride.stn'.e 
e;nuy is composed largely oi 
tnountain tribe-smen. It,s most 
Ectiv-e clement arc of the Meo 
tribs End its dominant figure is 
Mfij. Gen. Vang Pao, v.'ho is 
jil.scj 'the piinciped lender of tO-C 
Moo nation and, the com- 
mander of the biilitaiy K-egion 
II of the rtoyal Laotimi army. 

Kotween 150 and 175 C.L.A. 
sgents stationed in Laos arc 
believed to be engaged in help- 
ing the guerilla army. They are 
augmented by agents who 
commute from Udorn and other 
bases, in neighboring Thailand. 

Their work is coordinated by 
the station chief. He and hi.;; 
Jocal staff occupy the entire 
second floor of the two-story 
United States Embassy., The 
■ station chief at Udorn is re- 
ported to occupy an important 
but subordinate command func- 
tion' in C.LA. operations in 
. Uaos that is said to lead to 
occasional diiplicalion and con- 
fusion in . the c’nain of com- 
t'li.a.Tid. For operation.s involv- 
ing the Fto Chi Minh Trail, the 
Station chief in Saigon is said; 


After visiting their units, thol 
C£':o officer.'- icturn to Long! 
'Ficog, where they avranjje for 
th'j dc'iverv of required sup- 
riliOs, supervise loadin'; or 
P'kucs or hclicop'tOi'.s and stio' 
mit air support re,que.sts to the 
C.T.A. contractors and tne 
United States Air Force oifi- 
cers also posted at Long Tiong. 

Onc-c a week the station 
chi-ef at Long Ticng submits a 
report to his superiors in Vien- ■ 
, tienc and Udorn on the, drspo- 
riilioi't of 'sll ti'oops ill the 
clandestine army. 

Cfi.se officers also work close- 
ly with the Air Force {or'v.’ard 
air controllers -v/ho fly out or 
I.ong ’Ficiig and direct fignter- 
hombers to te.iget? in ground- 
s’'bfiOi't missions. , , 
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with sh.cpherding a combat iio- 
Gition or unit of General Vaug 
pao’s troops, whose, pro.'.ont 
strength is estima-ted at more 
than 10,000. . 

Case officers visa then 
units daily, to check, on their 
c’isposition and their riceas. 
T'hs'V fly out of Long Tieng in 
helicopters or STOL — • short 
take-off and landing'-plsim^ y' 
operated und.er contract wi|^ 
the intelligence agency by. .Air 
America and the Continental ; 
Air Services. ' ; . ; 

They consult with tncir units ; 
ofi’icc'i's, ascertain , their need.-, 
in arms, ammuiulion, , v/alcr 
and food. Eiipplic'S, tactical air 
support and helicopter or plane 
transport for combat, , opera- 
tions. They also help v/ita troop 
uiorale matters. ■ 

Although the agones carry 
rifles or sid-carms end lavor 
camouflage uniforms, their as- 
plgrimcut clocs not include ac- 
tive participation in comoat 

eperations. , v'. -n 

In the past, there have D.-cn 
frequent violations, but .nc 
rarity of casua-lties indicates 
■that the rule is widely ,rc- , 

While coup-seling Gen. Vang 
Peo-ancl hi.s officersl the C.I.A. ; 
docs not command his a.rmy at 
any level, informed sources | 
sx/. l.actinns who krow tbs j 
i M-'o ponc'cnl well say that his | 

I pi-ido and temper rule out, any- ; 

! tilin'' nioi'c than' sni , aosnsoi'y 
! rc-ie^ln combat operations com- 


tcation cniei m ouigcu i.. m comu.ii. — 

to have primary responsibility. [j bin-ed vrilh total depenaence on 
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r Coj;?ro! of r'latcMi •ihrcaltnort South' Viclnr’n: 

(jtiUAiiiliO ji ju.5 ro-it!Oii y.:'. hr\d hJen 1^ ■ ‘''’'ji,,! a;tillery units 

/uwfr topw^s «ti» in — 

rluiiii Uiliji 3)i>'nj 


l.oye j-’ost Un-id for Actions 
Again5t;Fo5':j Supply Iraii 


Ky j-^iaS'vvV Is-A;'4''i 
Spec'.f'l to’ih? Ntv V-'-r'i 't .i. 

VIT:KnAKl':, Lnc^. 'r: 

Th:; Li^olfan 
3 'll 2 1 i d 2 n I ! Ci 1 ' 

of a b:'s:> thst '33 Viisil for 
hora^fijMsut ".nc! snivUiirncn of 
llio Ko Ciii hlinh Vtji! not'.vork 
jn the souLiiern pruiaaiidlor , 
l.sotiaTi troops were dnven 
last night from a po-t loiown es 
position 21 and from three 
smaller posts on the eastern 
cdg;e ; of the Boloven riaioau 
after two <h'.ys of homberdmcr.t 
by j'ochc'ls, mortars at'/.l vecoil- 
less, rifles and ground attac.I:s. 

The plateau is SO iiulc.s south 
of lliO -J'cheponc area, .s', -here 
. Koutli Yictnaiiicss troops arc 
op'erathtg.' 

{Reports from ftaigon said 
‘lic.avy fog was bamperinp 
United Stales Ivdicopter sup- 
port of the S.outii Viatn,'irne.sc 
attack on the enemy s'.ipply- 
'trail complex fnd also svas 
cuttipg; dovrn on ground fight- 
• ing.] . ■ 

litilitary sources reporteoi 
'that the defenders of the Eolo;| 
vcri Plateau positions — • three 
battalions of &o-cnIh'd s'trategio 
guci’filla units — had retreated 
in relatively good order, taking 
about. 50 v/oupuled withi tl'.ern. 
No reports were available on 
■the number of I.aotiaip troops 
killed because ■ene-niy fire dcs- 
tropied the base coninuiuicatic'u 
center before the vri'ihclnuvat. 

Strategic gaorrilla units — 
which normally have about 300 
men to a battalion — are piart 
of the irregular avmv sponsored 
bythe United States. In addition, 
the United States luiderwritcs 
tiie budget of the uegular rmli- 
tary force, the Poyal Laotian 
Army. 

■ The fall of Position 23 leave: 
the Governraent, witnout a ba.se 
on the eastern edge of the stra-, 
toglc plateau. From there, sur-j 
veillancG and raids could _bs 
carried out by the guerrilla 
unit.s against Route IS, the. prin- 
cipal v.'estcrn branch of the Ho 
ichi Minh 'J'rail. 

The loss of the b.aso presum- 
ably reduces the amount of in- 
telligence on trail traffic that 
has guided the United §tate: 

A Ir* Tri-\rrf» in missfions scsirs 


strongest Laotiafi base in tuo 
area, and its loss is c, s .rren.. _iO 

th:; Govern men t’.s bo'd over tne 

pl2tC2U V.'iiiclt is ti'C CvIlViiUsiK 
terrain feature in the soutnmn 

TtaiduiViulG. 

The li2cl been utuiCi 

Iwavy pre,-,.sure fince last Ha- 
cember, but a Sitron.'pground at- 
tack then was beaten oft. 

Anierican and I.aotian planes 
v/ere i’C'POi'teci in action ciuiir.^, 
the last balile. 

The' d.etcrloratlig Govera- 
insat position in the .s'suth may 
be a 'result of a North Viet- 
name.se re-'ictiou to South Viet- 
nam’s CDcratlon in the 'r'chc- 
noi'io ra.girm. Meanwlrilc, Gov-, 

' cvnnient fortunes, in norLtiern 
I:,.aos anoearccl to. ■ bp raore 
stable. 

Despite heavy enemy ^ pres- 
sure in the area of I.ong Tieng, 
the priiicipa! Irase of the^.ir- 
Iregutar army of niountain 
tribesman commanded by Maj. 

Gen. Vang I'ao, optimism _ is 
growing that the Nort'n Viet 
nanieso and Patnet Lao forces 
can be held ofi there until the 
inon.soon rains startingt in May 
or Juno hall enemy ofrensive 
aclivitie.5. 

Thai Troops in Aciion 
At least four battalions of 
Thai troops, in addition to three- 
battalions from tl'.e northern, 
ipanhandle, have augurnented 
'.General Vai'gPao’s h^attle-v/cary 
iorcos of I'.ieo and Lao Thevng 
(MountaiiiT.ao) trih-esmen. 

The 'I'hai troops, v,-licise pres- 
ence in Laos is officially denied, 
are occupying strong defensir'o 
positions around Long Timig, 
ipolably at Ban Na ana Sam 
■Thoug'to the. northea.st., . 

The Thai troops are reliably 
reported to be under the oper- 
ational command of General 
Vang Pao but are leu by tncir 
o'.vp officers, reportedly includ-j 
ing tv/o 'panerals. ' 

The soldiers arc wearing 
their normal uniforms but with- 
out insignia 01 ' other-identify- 
ing markings. 

The Thai troops arc supplied 
separately from the Laotian 
units from the Thai Air Force 
base at Udorn, which is oper- 
,atod by the Lhuted Slates Air^ 
Force. 'Their supplies reacli tiiei / 
h’hais daily by planes operated ^ V 
by Air America and Continen- 
tal Air Servicc.s, companies un- . 
der contract to the Central In- 
telligence Agency for tire trans- 
port and supply cf the • 

States-soonsored Laotian rrscg- 
ular.s. Thai supplies arc distno^ 
uted from a separate supply 
facility at Long Tieng. ; 

It is believed tliat the Utmodj 
States is financing the Thai . 


u. 
icon 
northern 

il.aos for some time, ^h? i«: 
fniitry battrdions j. 

h-vc b'--en rusnea ui a 

a-o after heavy etieray 
nressure ' brought ariout tiu 
l^Acuation of the 
ilalion center of Smn 31 oiv- 
Long Tieng appeal al to tn- 
imost heavily monncccl last 

to an estimated total of 
12 Kortii Vietname.se battalions 
lin -the area. ■ 
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The massive V-/ashington-led 'invasion of Laos bogged 
down -last week and President Nixon admitted the 
ibornbing of the three countries of Vietnam, -Cambodia'and ' 

, Laos would continue to be unlimited. At the same time, 
several-ground actions were reported in South Vietnam! 

By Feb. 18 fire support-base Scotch in northern South 
Vietnam had been surrounded for three days. A base for 
American troops, It is 10 miles northwest of the main 

■ jumping-off base into Laos-Khessnh U.S. and' 

Saigoit troops lost 500 tons of artillery shells arid tear gas 
canisters, when an. ammunition durnp outside Ouangtri . 
blew up. . . .^Thcre were five attacks in three days on U.S. - 
.military vehicles in Saigon. On Feb. 17 firebombs wei'e 
hurled against trie fence surrounding the U.S. ernbassy in 
Saigon. Two youths who threw the homeniado bombs anrj 
fled on motorcycles scattered leaflets as they left, calling - 
orr people to burn U.S. vehicles throughout Saigon' in 
retaliation against the sending of ^'South Vieti'ian'iese 
mercenaries" into Laos and the killing of civil, ians by a 

U.S. soldier in Quinhon The Gl who' killed a' 

Vietnamese youth iii Quinhon Dec'. 10 was convicted this 
month of negligent hoinicicle, sentenced to six rnontjhs in 
prison, fined $360 end reduced from Pfc. to private. He 
shot the boy iti an alleged attempt to pr'overitotl'ier hungry 
teenage boys near a Budclliist scliopl from'taking C-.rations 
from a military truck. . . . Several hundred forced labor 
companies in the Saigon army are m-;-dc up of captured 
deserters, the New York Times reported. Thc-s'a "field 
labor battalions," comprised of many men .who have '■ 
•deserted for religious reasons, are assigned some of the 
most dangerous jobs of the war and suffer high fatalities. 
V7ithout weapons and not allowed to speak to other 
-soldiers, they bring water to the front lines, carry the dead ' 
frony combat and run errands. Since by decree of puppet 
president Nguyen Van Tihrau, the deserters’ dsatiis ore not 
reported, the men use the buddy system: when one is 
killed a friend writes the family telling wher;e the body is 
buried so it can b-e rc-buricd properly later on! Sentences to 
the forced labor battalions are usually for three years, the 
report said, but often service is extended for five. . . .Jack 
Anderson revealed in his Washington Merry-Go-Pmund / 
column "a top CIA pilot [stationed in Thailand] can make V 
as much as $^1 CO,000 a year flying high hazard missions" in ' 
the CIA’s Air .America planes. "Station all, ov-/ances"of up 
to $320 a month are paid additionally. ! . .' The U’.S. is 
financing the Saigon regime's notorious jails, accoro'ing to 
the iNational Liberation Front's English-language news- 
paper,- South Vietnam in S’truggle. It said the U.S. paid ' 
$9.9 million for the current fiscal year to maintain the 
regime's'll prisons. ' • ' "■ - 
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i ii/inionrf Amoricaiis ■wounded in 
. Sunda'/'s sapper attack against the 
ht^se.Qi Long Cheng in northern 
jj^ps-'was -a ground employe of Air 
' America, who ^ya3 "slightly wound- 
cdA- Previous unofficial reports said 
’ thd man worked for the Central In-, 
de.lligence x'tgency instead of the 
transport" company that has been 
ppprating bn contract jn Laos to the 
•P.S- government for pigrp than a de- 
. egete, according to thp U.S. Embassy 
in Vientiane. . \ ^ 
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, By Jack Anderson 

Vr . ' ■": ... ^ 

' ' TKe popular Imprcssip.n of 

.'CIA men In Southeast Asia is 
of .leaii'faeea ’ James,' Boiids 
tallaug In 'whispers' to Indo- 
chinese heauties In clingy bars 
or of headed guerrilla experts 
directing Meo tribesmen in the 
Laotian jungles, ' , ’ 

, ' The real McCoy, more often, 
is a iiTinplecl civil 'servant 
going to lard, who. worries 
about when :his refrigerator 
iviir. arrive, from' the' States 
and plays bingo on Tuesday 
nights. 

■ This is lh& unromantic pic- 
ture that emerges from aii in- 
struction sheet handed to CIA 
pilots leaving for Uclorn, Thai- 
land. The CIA uses a front 
called Air America to fly mis- 
sion.'i, out of Udorn oyer Indo- 
china. ■■■ . : 

Instead of pressing cyanide 
suicide capsules upon new' re- 
cruits, '• the stateside briefer 
slips them a bus schedule for 
CIA 'personnel ' between 
Udorn’s .. CIA compound, 
schools and banks. 
y."A -bov.-iing alley in Udorn 
-has league. bowling,” the CIA 
confides, . to . its pilot-agents. 
Their wives* are . given such 
hush-hush CIA tips as "water 
should be boiled three to five 
minutes prior to drinking, but 
it • is safe for cooking and 
washing dishes of it is brought 
to the boiling point.” 
i. ■ The cloak-and-dagger boys 
jflre told they v/ill have a su- 


perinarket, ' svvimhiing' ’ ' p’ool, 
free movies, the "Club Kendoz- 
v'ous” (which . doubles as a 
chapel on Simday.s) and bingo 
on . Tuesday 4 ' and , Saturday 
nights. The CIA bars ' are 
called The Pub' and the V/ngon 
Wheel and .shuf down at mid- 
night. '. 't ■' 

The 'same' burndruin' life 
style can be * found" at such 
CIA outposts as 'Vieritiane, 
Ijaos, w'liero CIA men 'usually 
live with their, families in vil- 
las and dine at the town’s few 
French rcstaiiraiits. 

,■ Drie lonely .CIA flier, who 
had, left his family in Florida, 
worried about. -their .safety 
after reading about racial 
demonstrations at-home. ‘T'm 
going to bring, them out here 
where it’s .safe,” ho contid.ed 
solemnly to my' associate Les 
Whitten in Vientiane last sum- 
raer. ■' \ 

But if the CIA. living condi- 
tions - are vintage suburbia, 
some of the missions are dan- 
gerous. The CIA pilots fly sup- 
plies to CIA-'backed ' Meo 
tribesmen in Laos hinterlands. 
There are ‘also more hazard- 
ous missions, suc’n as -flig’nts 
along the Red Chine.se^border 
and ammo .deliveries to tiny 
aii'strips In Coniinunisbin- 
fosted country^ , . . .- 

Footnote: Much of the re- 
cruiting for CIA pilots is done 
out of a modern, gold-carpetod 
office in dowmtown Washing- 
ton with. “Air America” on the 
glass doors. One of my report- 



ers, posin’g as''a pilot, was’ in-, 
torviewed by U. H. Dawson, a 
bee.fy man in shirt dce’ve.s. He 
said prospects were dim right 
now', because tlie number of 
fixed-wing pilots, had been cut 
back from COO to 500. 

• Dawson said the .basic pay is 
$22.SS an h.our'for captains, 
$13.93 for first officer.s, with 
bohuscs for special "projects.” 
A top CIA pilot Cfin make as 
much as $100,000 'a year flying 
high hazard missions. In addi- 
tion, station allov/ances run 
$320 a month at Saigon, $215 
at Udorn and $230 in Vienti- 
ane. ' t'-- '■- ' ;; 
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BY ABYHUB J. DGKMEN 

. Timts SlaH Writer 


'on American rice crops to 
keep them alive. 

Unoificial sources said 
30 persons' in the crowded 
camp wcjrgcikilled hy the 
mistake’n .Aiiierican bomb- ■ 
ing ■ and manj' were in- 
jured, i n c I n (1 ing o w^''' 
American CIA employe. 

Giving reporters details 
of the attack at a special 
news conference Mondtiy,. 
Laotian Dep. Defense Mi- ' 
nister. Sisouk Na Cham- 
passak said the sappers' 
fire d B - '10 r o c k e l- 
propelled gren r.cl es. 

The attackers briefly oc- , 
j’cuYded an artillery position 
which sources here wdio 

have vi.-.ited Long Cheng 
i 

i' 


VIENTIANE,- Laos' — 

The Laotian government 
klonday gave details of a 
devastating North Vietna- 
mese .saoper attack on 
Long Cheng in- northern 
Laos, compounded by^ an 
a c c i d e n 1 a 1 American . 

[(ombing of the CIA-run 
base there.- 

Con sidcrable destruc- 
tion of building.s and .sup- 
plies rcsiiltcd from the at- 
tack Sunday morningg.at 
the. base, winch is used by 
the United States to sv;p- 
port i r r c g u 1 a v ■ forces 
throughout northern T..aos. 

The attack by an esti- 
mated .t\‘.'o companies of 
sappers, belonging to the 
North Vietnamese, _316th 
Division was rated by ob- 
servers here as the most j t w o 153 - mm. a'ctillcry 
serious to date against 1 pieces 'manned by Thai 
•■Long Cheng, which has ! soldiers in Laotian . uni- 
en under sevc'ce Com- \ forms. 


were killed and 2^ 
eel and" government mili- 
tary casualties' wei'e still 
being tabuUVled. He said 
the attaekerideft 2Lbodics 
on the batlEsficId and the 
, clefcndei's took, one pris- 
,■ oner, a North Vietnamese. 

Sisouk said that accord- 
ing to the grA'ornment's 
information mo Americans 
were killed or wounded in 
' the attack., Among Amori- 
] can's normally working at 


been 

muni.st pressure for more 
than a veal. The attackers 
got thro’agh the defense 
perimeter ancl briefly oc- 
cupied an artillery posi- . 
■tion inside .the camp. 

-Aside from the material 
damage achieved^ by the 
attack', '(.he most devastat- 
mg. effect may be felt in 
the ctay.s ahead as ten's 'of 
thousands of Meo tribes- 
men w'ho live in the area 
become refugees once 
again, and seek safety 
farthe-r south, depending 


The attackers also hea- 
vily damaged a 'rice ware- 
ho'Lise a'ud a building con- 
taining medical apparatus, 
as. wcli as a hostel used by 


CL,,, .-c.c CLO CL .LL^^CCe CCL-C. /lliaUaiiCL 001100 IH 10 JlCip 

pilots of An- Amprica, iheVi.j^c^t off the attack mis- 


pscudo-civilian airline .un- 
der contract to the U.S. 
government to fly vice- 
dropping micssions and 
liai.son flights. 

Sisouk said 10 civilians 


takeniy dropped a stick of 
bombs among the build- 
ing.s inside the defense. 
pefimetcr.Tt was still dark 
at the time of the incident. 

Sisouk said 'an investi- 
.gation of the American 
bombing incident is under 
way. . • 
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Long Cheng are a detach- 
ment of the Requirement 
Office which runs the mili- 
tary assistTi'n'f'prb’gT'a'm’in 
Laos. ' ■ ■ 

The Long Cheng liase i.s 
. ii.sed by the United S'catcs 
a.s the advance base for 
sup p 0 r t operations for 
■thousands of irregular fbr- 
. ces, many of- them Meo 
tribc.smen, fi,ghtir.g the' 
Communists in northern" 
Laos. The support is the 
respo.nsibility of the CIA 
and is' operated frorn a 
headquarters at Udorn in 
ncighljoring Thailand. 

The CIA equips and pays, 
the Meo irregulars, and 
also presuinahly the Thai, 
artillerymen and o t h c r 
t h ird - counti-y nation.ils 
fighting in Laos. 

. U.S. sources here said 
that American jets- from 
Thailand called’ in to help 


hi. 
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wish 
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Over -tnoliycEir;;, tne CTA lian eetaHish 


■ wiir; t;;e 
very vrel! anyliow 
royal tiii'oiie. 


■Moo'lrrocraiioiv, iire poor Viil! farroors y.-; 
anyliow wUU t'lo fb Uniidors in tiio cm 


ii cxccln'iit vapy 
ho didii ' 
lies r.iVa 



Wapliiiwtoii, Feb. ].5-.-Whon p.n American 
i tbvo’mh error of sorae eovt clumped bombs on frieiidiy 
' foi-ces"'at fbe Long Chang base in Laos ^y^trr resultant ca.s- 
iiaUie.s and materiel damage, the exrJosioivFflso hlew off 
i:cci,-i innro rnver from the supTio-sedly scerdt CIA war m 


V*'* 


anil 


£0 docs --MP, ii’so 


unit bul; a coinnicrcia! comiioovd 
Ai'ieiicau Embassy uses Air Air. 

ji-oved to bo cveclkiif fi;vbters; they dhhrt like 


■>r 


rctivities- of the 


' a little more cos'cr from tlie supipo-sedly scerdt CIA war in 
tlie jungie-covered mountains. 

K'ev.s dispatches from Vientiane, the Laotian capital, oesenbed 
I-o'i*- Clu'n'? variously as “American headquarters” in Northern Laos 
or ers the operating' ba'so for assorted undercover ' 

C'’nlral Inlclligence Agency. 

In view of the stoppecl-up fighting 
ill the Long Cheng area and the cele- 
brated Plain of Jars, and the domestic 
flap v.diich has brought repeated \v hitc 
House denials that American ground 
coinliat troops are inyoh'cd in the Soutn 
Vietnaincse. invasion alonj^ Kis'livay 9, 
lliis'is as .good a. time, as any for a lit- 
Ic further clarification. 

CIA Director Richard Holms and Ins j, . 

“spooks” in the field have got consiclerablo attention for their opera- 
tif-as in Laos in' the 'last four or five years, but they have not been 
O'Uiining any little private war of their own. Nor has the Laos v.ar 
been inuch of a secret to anybody. 


loo pr 

Nort'i Vietnamese •nor tlitiv Pi 
fi.atss, and th.e triba.snicii war 
dic'L'on. 


at Lao (T.ei-'S ConmumiRt) a=RO- 
dept at harassment and intm- 



F}btvl[ 

iiq Cove" 

Ovf V 
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Cl Ssere’F’ 


c 

peo 

Aineri'can suiip'..^- — - - - . ,, i. ■■ 

■Pao, a patriot, got to be so good at; his fignting job .nrn, luo 
I.oatian government finally commissioned him _a g.cncrm and inr.oe 
him the coimiiander of the region around the Plain m. uar.s. 

Long Clieng was selected by Vang Pao as his major base t-evera. 
'year-s a^m, and he had CIA communications experts and aaviscrs at 
hand. But about a year ago, ho decided to dcccntralme. Ho separated 
his troops and scattered thpm around rhinumber of smallev bases; 
Long Cheng lost its pre-cmiiienco. ■ • 

Ho's ei-of Q=th'y f! f'ev 7 7/;p:Js:iiic’ /vfo.n 
VaiK* I'aok innnediate army consists of abo'ut 3,000 to o.OOO 
nTen; he^doubtless could riunsler several thousand more in a pu'c I* 
The JIco Tribesmen h.ave raised a lot of hed with the r.orUi 


There are about ICO CIA ai; 
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ents in all of Laos. They incliKle 
men rvho are exports in guei’rilla 
warfare, in sabotage, in counler- 
insurgency operations, in _ 'snr- 
vclilaiice and in military training. 
They, arc under tlio direct con- 
trol of the American ambassador 
in Vientiane', and follow orders 
whicli are approved by the _ Na- 
tional Security Council in Wa.sh' 
iiigton. 

Back in the 19G1-C2 period, the 
CI.-V, as well as the Army’s Spe- 
cial Forces — tire Green liere<:s-~ t 
were, active in Laos, engaged in 
surveillance and training opera- 
tions in support of the royal gov- 
ernment. Then, after tlie Geneva 
a.grccment in 19G?. creating the 
troika “neutral” government in 
Laos, the Americans palled out. 

Some of the spooks may have 
remained behind. W’o wouldn’t 
know. Rut they would_ have been 
very difficult to hide in the Lao- 
tian pojmlation, for the Ameri- 
cans have different colored faces 
and they are, as a rule, a foot 
or more tatJ.cr than the Laotian 
people. 

But a year later, rvhe-n it wa.s 
obvious that the North Vietnamese neither had pulled cut nor had 
any intention of pulling out their t’nousar.ds of regular troop.s, .and 
fighting was contlmiing, Vientiane again a’sked American help. The 
CIA returned, in small numbers. 

While other agencies of the U. S. government, are charged with 
monitoring foreign broadcasts and codo-bi’caking, and wbilo these 



hands fairly frequently. . , 

Now the North Vietnamese have a fresh envision in. -le 3 i.-.m 
of Jars area and it w.ould appear that a hutllc of some .■■'msecmcnco 

is in the making. i 

All tliF*'.n nvatters have been fairly open Knov 



with 


IvJcKixfcI i^Iohns 
Not niniim^ a 





range of Hanoi and .the North Vietnamese armed forces in' the 
south. 
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_ ^-'dackad Base 
qs Ake^ Foe's Pendtra^hn 


. yitNi'IANJ:;, Laos, Feb. lb~ 

. Femforcements jincl supplies 
were flown today to ll'tc Amei-i- 
can-backej base at Long Ticii<- 
Which .ivas penetrated yester- 
day by North Vietnamese com- 
■ mandos. 

“\Vc--are delenmned to hold 
Long Tieng,” F’i®fecs'Sisouk na 
Chainpassalfi' theTlitcputy de- 
fense minister, saM at a news 
:coiuerenco called to,; report de- 
' veJopmonts at the base. 

, He said that several luindrcd 
North, VieUiaraese, attacking 
before oawn yesterday behind 
.barrages of. rocket and mortar 
4ire, reached a base area, v/itli- 
3n one or two miles of the air- 
field. The field itself vras not 
damaged, he •reported, but in' 
two hours of fighting tlio com- 
maiiclos smashed food depots, 
the base’s medical center, nu- 
merous buildings and other 
properties. 


SpdcLJ io T!;* Kt!7 rcrl; i’liT..i3 


dcr attack by 'both American 
?u(i planc5, withdrew 

frorh the base a little after 6 
A.M., I'rincc Sisouk reported. 

Th.e prince sct. ciicnw cas- 
ualties. at y.l killed .and report- 
ed that a Hortii . Viatrianiesf. i 


Among; the buildings struck 


by tlie slielling was the home 
of Gen. Vang Pao, coniinan.der 
of the rniiitaiw region tliat in- 
cludes Long Tieng. Tire general 
was not at home at the lime. 

It was during the commando 
raid that an American F-4 jet 
loosed some bombs by mistake 
within friendly lines. One Amer- 
ican stationed at Long Tieng; 
was wounded. 

Prince Sisouk and American 
Spokesmen said an investigation 
^imcler way to determine 
whct/icr Casnnitics and 
.were caused by tlie American 
combs or by enciny fire. 

ITic commandos, coming uu- 


wlio was wounded and taken 
ynsoiic;' said the North Viet- 
anicse had suffered iieavy loss- 

The prisoner was the sec- 
ond taken by Laotian’ force.s 
dining the week. Both are being 
inierrogated. Prince Sisouk s.aid 
10 Laotians ryerc killed. 

The prince described the sit- 
uation around Ixrmg Tieng and 
jus neignooring positions of Sain 

bin indicated there app3.ared to 
pe no immediate threat of their 
being overrun. 

, srea is defended mainly 
by jileo and other tribesmen ad: 
vised, pained and equipped by 
jpccialisl.s from tiie /.meriean 
Central Intcliigsncs Agency. 
[American adv(so,ry. ]o|istics 
ian(J^ otner liaison personne! 
wor..r regularly at Long Tieng 
I Otner Americans are al.so cn- 
||aged tnore in relief activity 
for the United States aid pro- 
gram in Laos. . ■ j 

, American ^ transport planes J 
of Air America and 'Continental 
Airlines financed by United 
iStatGo funas, supply the Sarn 
jihong-Long Tieng and 


STATINTL 


hi 

.11 

.U-, 


In 


/ 


, , -png rieng and other 

iseccorspn Loas and haul troops 
mici oarer materials. Transport 
|planes today were busv replen- 
ishing the supplies ‘at Long 
J leng. 


w'h.v 
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SO Reported Dead at 



• ■ ' By P. E. Bonk 

Bpfclal to T'ne V'.'nshin^ton Po:;t . 

VIENTIANE.; Ecb. 15 - 


JsiDcaiiO ay 

Ti 

■ . 1 of tfi-itlalcd to the clcfotjability-of 

A general exootus of S‘ 1 R chciut, a new CIA base 

bal rcsicletils from the area IP ■ . 


, A I' of operations for guerrilla 

has begun. Upward of 65,000 recently cslab- 

Thirty Mco tribcsrncu wci’c ^i-pjcsmen are moving south- 


j,iu.n..y — . i-iv- — — « ^ ■ lishGcl at' Pakkao and a nuH- 

killed and CO w'ounded in Sat- west toward iMuong 6ilia, a i'of-\^^.,y ^i-fiining center at Phou 

Central Intelligence Agency s ugypjQpj^^cnt, an American cf- 
base at Long Cheng, Laotian saM.. BoIIable in- 
military sources said. dependent obscr.v'crs con- 

' ■ It was repDrCed here that tVic refugee mbvernent. 

American F-4 bombci^ mistak-, rathins' are 

only bombed l,ong Cheng ni Mtiong Cha 

' an attempt to break up w lat America planes to meet 


Pakkao is now reportedly 
surrounded and Air America 
pilots report receiving enemy 
fire on approaching the land- 
ing strip. An American was rc- 
,/orted wounded in a clash 
Rerc early last week., Konoffi-, 
s are forbidden 
entry to Long Chong, Pakkao 
and Phou Koum. : 

Long Cheng, now under 
siege, is seen by most observ- 
ers here as the key to Vienti- 
ane’s northern front. 

“If Long Cheng falls, the 
Mco have fallen, and if the 
Mco fall there are no noj'th- 
cm defenses to the hlokong 


..ii-f Doing imwn /mere cany 

HU -- (ha by Air America planes to observer 

is being cal.cd a . a ~ demands of a growing icf-Tgj^^.y Lonj 

base by Pathol Lao and 

.Vietnamese forces. , America pilots osli- 

b' LReutcr reported that the' crated that there is a two-week 
.'Laotian government sent i^-^fu'ch from Long Cheng to 
troop reinforeements to Long M^ong Clia. Edgar Buell, a 
'Cheng, and Defcn.se MinisteL-jj g_ aid official in Laos fora 
Sisouk Na ChampassMc an- ^|ceade, says 20 per cent ofthe 

iiouncocl that an iiivesti^utionipQQjpyQ on such marches die cii 

was nndcr,..woy into the bomb- ... ivi.. 

ing of the camp.]' Beports originating at Long ^ said 

Initial n'eports from Long Qhcng say there has been an 
Cheng said the .casualties oc- increase, in Meo army dcscr- 
cViTc'd in 'a North Yiotnaniese ijgns in recent weeks and it is 
rocket attack. Origins of the. Relieved soldiers are leaving 
bombardment remain unclear, i^^sc to 'accompany fr.mi- 

Meanwhilc, Imotian military jit-j on the trek out of the bat- 
sources' said today that a Ue zone. . 

North Vietnamese soldier cap- At Ban_ Son 
tured latcAast week revealed by 

fUaf tUo R^orllf Viotnsmese incicH^c iii • , r> 

c“..,S .ifT".- 01 "rtfklS— 

Jars planned to attack. Long w^s ci^ center for Sam Thong 

^'ah^^SD- military sources whiA 
in Vientiane say the situation ago, tnenicclai i., 

3^a!i^^SiS Su^S'S^Sng Vijtor^ • ' 


for intelligence, logistics and 
for command of the 6,000 
trbop.s of Maj. Gen. Vang Pao 
in tiiat area. Vang Pao’s troops 
are mixed Mco and Laotian. 

Pressures against Long 
Cheng and Sam Thong, v.'hich 
l.form a command and logistics 
complex, have steadily in- 
creased ' in recent weeks. 
There have been almost daily 
reports of rocketing and 
ground probes against t'ne out- 
post. 


Ban Son tends to confirm the 
belief among .observers here 
itliat the Meo do not believe 
iBan Son would offer sufficient 

L* C f U C . 

In a move believed re- 


“Long Cheng is immensely 
important psychologically to 
the Mco,” he,, added. “It’s 
been the only relatively stable 
place they have known for a 
decade — they have come to 
sec it as a kind of capital. If it 
is lost they will be drifting 
without a home.” / 

Vang Pao’s ar'niy is called 
the only viable fighting- force 
allied with the Vientiane gov- 
ernment. Nearly all combat 
operations mounted in the 
past decade by government 
forces have involved the Meo. 
Ill the past three -years they 
have suffered more than 7,000 
killed in action-. ' 

Vang Pao himself has fre- 
quently told reporters that 
there "are no, alternatives to 
holding the mountains about 
Long Cheng. - 

“Wc must die here,” he has 
been quoted as saying. ■. 


CTil/^-h, O 
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aircraiC' v/ere flown by^ 
Va iii: ;■!' ! V;n Amcvicans cr Laos. 

E \\'..5 vj ^ “Other air .ajsfsjance” v.\i 3 

fvh 5 ! Lo-na 5 cslkcl for, a -ljrS;;|official said. 

' This assistriuce Wcii'tvvo U.v>. Air 
i t’orco F4 planes. 

■ An A-rnorican on the ground in 


'"^lieXong Cheng base is fun by ^This is: the second time in a 
tae CIA.' It )s Ine headquarters year that sappers have entered 
for tv.'o U.o. operations, one of tim bage. It is rochetsd frequent- 
uiorn intcliigenco gathering, ly gjgo 
I. 0 iig Cheng houses monitoring Each' time Long Cheng is hit, 


cqiiipmeiit for listening to Ha- morq-,i,?,Ic-o floe and Mco soldiers 
noi’s coumi'unjop.tious m. "North ofloiiigo with their himilies. 

\ iCvIlP.in r>tiCl a VOiil^ljlC Av? ..tji'fi \frr> finif 



\m m'ov. 

Patrols Pursue Gapi’ev: 


- I , Vientiane. . 

■: Niugees, reenm s^es to return . jt is virtusllv certain that the 
,to cnemy-neld territory and run and, inefficient Lao 


The fighting ceased at S'.IO v.arious benefit projeebs sueh as 


J 5 y YAMiMY AR.p>uCKLH 

Six'cifil to Tl'.a Star _ ^ 

VHCMTIANE — ’Long Cheng; 
til 
nor 
d, 

Vi 

mii^maeiv.oonmurmi.eitt, uj apparently was oirceica eneut- teams oh 

■ •' -■ siveiy at _ Lite _LI.S. coiiipou^^ ground sr.bctnnc mirssions in. 

:h Vict- 

coin- 
spoken 
army 




Houses in the Central Inleili- ^n.erican who was won nd- 

gence Agency compound weie J ,,, 

damager, but American inonw w , 

lonng equipment, r-mmuiitlion " -i.nm,- 

and fiiel dumps survived. . Tiio Americans scugm ^ieltci 

Casualties ere reported to be c"! i^ti^ epoar- 

at lca.st 30 dead and more thai? ^ 

100 
wer 
can 


The commander at . I-cng. 
Cheng is the CLA statioa’chief, 
not tiie leader of the Jleos, Gen. 
Vail Pao,dJ.S. sources say. 

The :CLA appr-rently get into 
the war business because tlie 
Jolin.son nchainistr-ation v'anted 
to iiide U.S.' involvement in the 
I.aotian war. Tliis made it im- 
nnssible to u.se U.S. military. 


f/ 



was caused by the sappers, or •" Koinforcemeuts Roporlcd. , because to pin U.S 

i-Mf n T iinihta.ry fo't'ce.s into Laos would 

Both Defense .t.uu.'ster bisouk ; c.-.4-ary to his Indochina 
fhl Champnsssnk and Premie^ ' .i,.iji-g^.awal policy. 

su.t..d fiqm the bouiom,^. . jsouvaniia Phoum-a say Lao rc*n. | |.,,3 allowed 

forcemoiits are licuig sent to i (-p,, aciminutration to stop sena- 
Long Chong, l)ut^ Lao ^souvce.s v.'orried of American in- 

close to Souvairna deny this. jvolvoment from probing ■ too 
They say the only available | deeply, 
mops belong to Gen. Kouprasith | 'f|-e fall cf 


hlovtars Launch Attack . 

Officials gave this sequence 
of events: 

Tire sapper attack began at 4 


me sapper atiac;-: pegan ar -i j troops belong to (ren. Koupra^iLii | 'pi-e fall c: Long Cheng would 
a.rn. yesterday with “very ac- : Gen. Bounphone, the 5th and | •, Pace the U.S. in a difficult posi- 

curatc” mortar sh-cHing. isrd hlilitary Region command- 1 tiou,,. nr the U.S, command will 

; This was followed by an as- -ers. They are rivals for the scon : be blamed by the Laotians for 


sf.ult by on c.stinmtecl ICO North to become vacant .post of army j tiio failure _ , 

Vietnamese. About SO minutes of commander in chief, a job j As the U^.S. loads, ^trairri and 

combat followed in which the wiiich, in viev/ of Souvanna's " 

Sfco troops defending I.ong shaky po-sitwii, could. lead to i.k.e 
Cheng, ■aecbi'ding to U.S. offi- prcniier.ship. Because of tlii.s, 
cial-s, ‘'fou'gjit -rery 'well.” ‘ they arc unwilling to commit 
By,'5;.30 a.m. the airstrip was troops. 


pays t!-o'','t’‘ ' and oUier'ii'ibal 
tro'ops at Lo.w Cheng, the blame 
would be aifficaii'-io wiggle cut 
of. 

Suiidav's sa-'.'S-n’ attack proved 


Tc 

wi':,' 
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. Koelcei's Hit Laoti-\u Basis ' 

VJENTI/iNE, ' Laos, Feb. 13 
. (AP) — Five enemy rockets hit, 
'. l,on<; 'i'ieng during Iho night, 
..hilling one. Laotian and v.’ound- 
^ahjfijs'Hs. 

fflberal buildings Were dsim- 
lagedi at the base, v.'hith is 
supported by the United States 
• Central Intelligence Agency 
and is the hcadquartor.s of 
, Gen. Vang Pao’.s Meo giierrllLa 
army. 

Refugees continued to leave 
. Long Fieng, but authoritative 
source.s said repovts that 20,000 
to. 30,000 were fleeing the city 
v.’Cre greatly exaggerated. 

They said' rcfugrccs also v/ere 
■leaving Ban Na, Snni Thong and 
other towns in the area south- 
west of the Plaine dcs Jarres, 
with the total number of 
refugees po.ssibly ap>proacliing 
those figures. 

■ Later reports told of ground 
fighting and continued shelling 
around Long Tieng during the 
day. Long Tieng is 7S miles 
norlli of Vientiane. 

Several planes of Air Amer- 
ica, a private airline whose 
principal client is the C.I.A. 
took ground fire in the Long 
Tieng are-a. Pilots asked for 
tactical air support from the 
United States Air Force. Some 
pilots were said to bo refusing 
to fly into t’le area unle.ss they 
got such suppbrt. . 
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Senuic Panel .ueports $2 d Millioil In Supplies niore than ICO, goo persons, are ■. 

_ m the parainililary, forces on IjUi, until .the <iccci.ali!i^ Oiutc^ 

For llcfuri'ces Given To Privale Armies ■ their dependents catcgcry. Bui niade inquiries, the , summary | 

' . lie said this percentage has flue- said, the U.S. iviissiou in Vienli-j 

r’v G’-Ni- oisui tuated widely over [he 3 -ears. aiic was not aware of the high 

• r. /'t-t'' \i ithout gi'riilg his O'en views fi'Tafli rate^ t ilie refi'ur'fl / 

. . , v,'e.v-u;,,ro.-i riar... 0 / 7/1= .sea ^ , On the Subject, Mr. Levin said 

Washinrj'on, -Feb. C— A Sea-atei of using AID resources, Senator tijcre has been continui'iig dis- ...j,,' ^ , 

subconiniittee reported today! Xciincdy -said lia s-armised tliat ciissioii ninong various agencies ^ ueatn la.c among 

that -iicarlv Iialf of the materiah it was to avoid an. open violation as to who .sliould bear the cost of ''cnigccs in Laos, however, waS| 


the accounliiig- office 

His own guos.s, -lie said, would be nuch as 2-50 per cent. AID, it 
about 30 per cent. , ■ ' was noted, cslabli-slicl a niavi- 

No Fault IVilh Estimate , inum- mortality level for refu- 
Ite found no fault with t!ie|gecs, and it the level is c.vcccd- 
subconnniltce’s c.stinialc that of: remedial jneasuros are sup- 
the- total refugee caseload of! STATINTL 

?.S0,GG0, about 45 per cent, or 

more than ICO, GOO persons', are Accouimng Office 

in the paramilitary, forces oi' Lut until .the acccuulins office^ 
their dependents ca'tcgcry. Bui made inquiries, the , summary | 
lie said lhi.s percentage has flue- said, the U.S. niissiou in Vienli-j 
tuated widely over tine j-ears. aiic was not aware of the l’.i,gh 
Vi'ithout giving his own vievas rates i the rcfiigc'’ ocL'- 
on the subject, Mr. Levin said , . ' ' " 

there has been continui'iig dis- ' „ 

ciissioii ninong various agencies f.vtunl ueatn ra.c among 


provicic-d for programs to aid of the IGG'I Gsiicva accOrchs, the various aspects of U.S., ae'- <^‘iscloscd. The subcommit- 
refugoos and civilian casualties whicli bans U.S. military in- tivi'tics in Laos. | tee's .sla'ff said this infoirnation 

ill Laos 'are being siol'ione! off- voie-cment in Lac.s. Senator -Kennedy said he wa.s v.-as classified by the U.S. m.is- 

by the Central Intcliigcncc He was, however, critical .oi of the vio-.v (hat funds aqiiii-opi-i- siem in Vientiane. 

Agency for paramiiii.ary opera- the “c.vnicisnv’ with wliich tiie ufccl^by _Congress _(o further hu- Tlic accoimtiug office’s report 

lions. ' administration conics to Con- manilarian objectives ougnt not filso was critical of what it 

Soiiiitoi- IGu'.vard Ke'nnedy gross to ask for funds to aid lo b? P'sed to support mi!ila.ry termed shaddy mamagement of 

(D.,-Mas.V), the subcommittee's refugees and oilior war victims, activities. termed shaddy management _of 

cliairmnn, said the .disclosure ! knowing' (Iiat half of it would be Irligld .Be Misleauiug AID programs and overepowdedj 

was based, on tivo classified re- used for tl'.c war effort. The subcornmitLee’s staff alsop'-*^ unsanitary conditions at 

ports prepared by llie Genera! Harold Levin, ciiief of tlie'-^ notes that budgetary cPcsci-ip-! hospitals in 

Accoan'ing Office, tlio investiga- T.aos do.sk at AID l-i-eadquarlevs tions do not suggest any- inili-i L“°®> ‘"‘'v^'-ibcom!mt!ee said, 
five agency for Congi-ess. _ here, confii'med that a substan- tary inplicalions, and tlius 
■ “f3anlti?.ed fiui'urac.i-y.” lird portion of AID ro:-:o',u'ce,s in might bo misleading. 

■While tiicsc i-epoi'ls* them- I,,ao.s goes io paramililin-y forces . The .calegorios of costs include 


IW I. I i '•'I' U.S . . . ^ ^ - . . - ^ ^ ^ 

selves c.annot be made public, and thc-i dcpciiddnls. “refugee relief and rcscitie- 

he said, they confirm findings Not To Disci-imiu-ate rncnl,” “air tecludcal support,’;- 

hiade independently by tiiesub- He said tliis program was ad- i ‘'puolic Iic-altli deveioprnent,’- 
committee’s staff. V.diat was re- j-ainistered by AID officials, but “PL-'lsa commodities,’’ 

leased today was described as declined to discuss iiie extent of commonly known ns the 

a “heavily sanitized .s-snimary’’ CIA involvement. The policy of ‘ h oed for Pence’; program. _ 
of the two classified reports. AID, he said, is not to discrimi- ine “air technical^ support is 

' During tlie last four \-ears, acv nate against lho.se who nec-1 nciua.ly AIDs conlnouiioii to 
cording to the summary, tiie; hedp becaitsc they ha'ce been en- a CIA-sponsorod 

United States Agency for inter- gaged in fighting or may again oi'g;iniza.|cn _used in Laos to 
national DcveloiAient Iia.s spent be engaged in fighting. '-Iclivenp of amnuiiiKion. 

'about ?5!.8 million on refugee Mr. Levin also <aclmowIedged food ^nd icuef sup- 

programs in I.-ao-s. ■ • that aid is given to forces ac- 

But according to the General I tive'y engaged in fighting, but ^ 

Accounling Office studies, Sena- noted that many of these ivregu- , 

tor Kennedy said, about 46 per lar troops have .dependents who ‘-Matoi Leu’-'r'A 

cent, or mm-e. than $25 milfen 1 have teen driven from Iheir^ ?1-SM\utrhl o 

! l’f'riif'51 anr! i-nn be civis-idered as' *cllcl lin.i,LliaI-S to mUilaiy 


During tiie last tour \-ears, ac-! nate againsi tno.se wno nec-i 

rdiug to the summary, tiie; hedp becaitsc they Iia'cc been en- a CIA-sponsorod 

died States Agency for inter- gaged in fighting or may again ocg^'F-a-icn _used in Laos to 
- “ - -I- - - - • niahc dclivencs of amnuiiiilion, 


plies to gucrrilia forces and ret- 
ugees. 

’t’oo Small . 
Senator Kennedy also said 
tlud even wiiliout the dis'orsiom 


worth of the materials P^vided; homes and can be considered asj ^ u.S aid proi^aim 


, C l 1 ;t 1 1 ClV-ll’riUCtb, UiV; .U.O. CllU UI U-'l I ctu t : 

' ^ pi A i ''"vr T^pvtn hn'-ovoT '^nicl Im v/ould be too small to cope will 

mneucinc-ma\e gOiic to 9/ ' I ‘ ‘ ' * p-nn-m fV'^’p^Mmn'p the mounting 'numbei' of v,';u 

l_sponsored guei-nlla armies cou d i.c. conMi tU CoU iiam casualties and refugees. 

Icornp-o-sed maiiily of Meo and. tn.-.l uctul) --O.pti cent of tU .4s of last f-ni >0 ca;,] ,.,, 0 . 
iL-ao Tciiim tribesmen. ' ' AID rescurces went to imrnmili- . h'' ’ "-‘A 


casualties and refugees. 

— r - -- — ! Ml-, .-..-..nm As of last fall, he said, refu- 

..aoTciing u-ibesmen. . AID ie.w..iiccs ..ei.t to p.-.K.iml - , . . „ a,.,-,-ind 

Asked why tlic CIA could not, tary . forces and [iieii- depend- - A ^oin^toes- 

give.direct aid to tlio anti-Com- euls, -v.iinout a detailed study 


muni.sl guori-illa arndcs instead 


activities 'of the last fe-..- day.s.” 

Civijiah ivar' cnsuallios over 
the last two years, he said, to- 
taled 30,CG9, including an esti- 
mated 9,CdO dcatiis. - 

The accounling office, -accorcl- 
iug to [he s-ubcommittec’s sum- 
iiiary, found lliat thc.doalh rate 
at several refugee ccruoi's cx- 
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K. Vietnarnsr-'i Stay ' •' 

Lsjt March 6, President 
Nircon said 1,C>';9 Anicricaiis , 
v.erc directly ' cr hidirEcdy 


has received, more than !?J00 
• rnn.lion a yceir, more t’loi! tv'c>- 
thirds of it for secret liriiitary 
jHirposss. 

-~'Ai least 2U America r.'-, 
most of them for.mcr mild ary 
personnel, had been asfiynrd 
to tile Agency tor InlcniaUor.' 
si ttevdopniciit mission in 
Laos, arranging [or and cx- 


■ liy l-'AUL GilMSS 
• • . 0/ The Bulletin Sto// 

'.'I'liliiary ■jjivrd'.'emerit in 
Lao;, by the United SUter and 
Iforth VieLnani has risen 
steadily since 1560 , v,-hen loth 
promised to leave the hing- 
idorn vii tuaily alone. 

yihey and 1'.; other tountrics ___ 

signea Ibya 1912 Genova. Ac- -rieclitinv delivery of U.S. rniii- 
c<Adr^v,Vi!ch establmhea a!i£u- i^jy 

traULaos and barred joreign ; _About 125 U.S. Air Force 
rrniiiary peri-omio!. Iicre ' j,t, 3 ,i,es been ^vorking 

h^ve uir.en itp'dMi.cd viOjaiioii^j^ with orficer;: in nb-ii- 
IiDwever, on o-Vh sides. - ( 3 i-geis for U.S. and La o- 

'Jhe United abates has l;ept piaci bombing, of Comrn'uii.it 
most of its activities sectet, it poediton?. ’fhe American team 
appai'ordly wants to prcscn.'c also in'cl ode d about 21 fomvard 
the neutral flavor of the CIcn- "air, controller;. vLo '(ier.v spof- 
6va Accords s~: (he bvii'i cc an tiny niissions .and ixersonne! *0 
c-veniiia! p'oUtical settlement, man radar and trackliig sta- 
It doesn’t . vmut- to give s. tions, some of thorn oii reniolo 


eniploys 

d by the; U.S. _Go\ eni, 

.rnenf in 

Labs. .He sai’d North 

Vietnam 

i . has 67,CC0 . troopjs 

there. 


,T'wo f 

l;y;; later, tlis White 

House 1 

raid that since 1062, 

one .Ar 

rny captain and 23 

America 

m civilia'ns had boon 

kdlocl bv Cormiimiist treops or 

lisle,;! as 

ir.ito-dni'. 

Mr. N 

Slid G&3 Amerl- 


pmopagenija s.Ivaniage to 
Hanoi, which has never publi- 
cly achnitted that it hasi troops 
in. Laos. ; . , , 

Hussia Gooa Ahang 
The rneanv.diil.e, 

have appeared willing to go 
along v.ith M’ashington'? se- 
crecy so that they can confin- 
vie to Tccogiiirs the purported- 
ly neutralist g.ovsrnnv'nt of 
Piince Souvaniia ' F'noiniia. 
Moscov/ I;; said to fear that 
'any ' a’tCiuato governmciU in 
Icios would be. pro-Cl'.ine.sc, 
This' reasoning , emerges 
from a close .•.tody of official 
statements, congressioned 
hearings and new;-; reports 
from Laos il.-elf, 

T'hs study also produces a 
elark picture of how U.S. in- 
'volvement has inten.-ified iir 
ari effort fo preserve Lao.; as 
a protective buffer for Th.3.i- 
land and to block infiltration 
..routes into South Vi.'tnam. 

Airhong other things, it 
shov.'s that biiore the curreirt 
£tep-up in involvo.mciif: 

•-Laos, though sparsely set- 
fled- . (/,S.25,000 persons in 
SI, -125 square niiics), Imd lo;rg, 
bcetj.o'no.C'f the hcavie-L rocip- 


jungle idateaus. 

' --Aibout 70 U.S, .Army at- 
taches helped plan Lacliaii 
..srrhy operations, operated 
.communications systems, cn- . 
gaged in miiita ry intelligence 
and sometime:; visited front- 
line fiosi^.loiis to gather infor- 
mation. 

-^“Through the Centr.al InlcL 
ligcnce Air;ency and at least 55 
Amierican advisers, the Ihiited 
States armed, equipped, 
tfainsd. fin.anccd and often 
transported a private army of. 
Meo tribesmen under a 
b re n.ch- trained genera! named 
■Vang Pao. The:'? were per- 
si-steiit reports that the ■ Cf.A 
also abetted .tlH- q-rga 

in opium, their principal ca:b 
crop. 

■ —U.S. air activity increased, 
substantially in the, last l!u'c-e 
years, A.ccordi;ig to U.S. 
new.;papKr.r di.spatchos, U.S. 
planes were flying between^ 
12, .500 and Ll.OOO sorti’es per 
■ month over Loos by t'ne sec- 
ond half of 1155 end between 
' 18,000 to 20,000 Eortics by last 
May. T'.jfore the Nov. 1, lOlS, 
halt in bombings, of North 
Vi, etna, m tire United States 
flew 12,080 soi'Mes a. month 


cans had been assisting thrc 
Laotian Cavci nment Ik fore, 
the G''-n';.va .Accord? hut had 
udthdravn by an Oct. 7. 1062, 
fieadHir; set under Ih? a,c- • 
cords. He ch.arged, however, 
that nior.e then C.OOC North Vi-, 
efnamese treops h-ad rernain- 
fd. 

MiHicry Aid At lrcii . ' : 

The Gsmeva .Accord? were 
C'ign.cd on July 23, 1SS2, 'si- 
lo'.vjngr Laos to accept foreign 
military aid Li ‘Asuclt quan- 
tities of convonflonal erma- 
nicids” that it might coiisidcr i 
‘'necessary fo,- tire national 

Fhojiri^ invoked 
(hat provision two mo’nths 
later when he asfied both (hs 
, Soviet Union- and the Lhiited ', 

: State.; for aid. .: 

■ ' Unwilling' to ii'.k North Viet- ,, 

■ mam, the R^msian': refused. / 
y The Ihiited St,i.tes ccmplicd. 

In addition, there is strong 
evidcnc-j .that .nmny dandcs- 
tine military .acU .’ities of U,S. 
personnel contimicd in Lao;; 
beyond the deadline. ■ ■; 

Ho;.ti'ii‘ie:; re, tween opr-ojing ' , 
Laotian faction;;, resumed in / 
e.ar!y 19G3, Helicopters of Air . / ' 
Aifn=iica, a i>ri\'ate airline ■ 
contf, oiled by the CJA, -were _ 
seen transiKrting L-aotiUn gov- ’ 
ernmenf troops as early as i 
that spring. J 
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.Say:> U.S,; Policy Is to 
Activities; Secrecy R- 
STATINTL t’.v ARTiiin?, .1 


Bo Fraok Abo 11 1 
om'iisis, Mqv.'cver 


J }3y AKTUUB ,) 

'• ■■;. ; }|m;s Eis'f 

SAKFON .tlpfeni-o St!- 

. crotary Melviiy K. 1.;iinl 
was quc jlioncct shaiiply by 
newsmon I'llonday on llie 
N i'X 0 n Adttiiiiis'raFion s 
policy in disclosing Ihe ex- 
tent of American involve- 
, ' inent in I.aos. 

Laird defended tlic poli- 
cy .as frank at llie news 
confcrcjice vchich concUul- 
;ed his third ■ Eonthoast 
'Asia' visit., 

' Ila .said, tl'.e. Xi.von Ad- 
rninistratiqn liad irntiated 
'a new. policy after the 
Johnson Administratioi'i 
and claimed "several 
changes." 

Laird pointed out two 
such cha.nges: 'I’lic .^dniin- 
• istration is ’ 0011111 ” you 
.'about our intenliction cam- 
paign" and it.s "announc’ing 
losses in Laos." ■ 

Areas of Scciory i 
The ■ fact is, liqwcvc-1-, 
that tbric are ninny other 
areas of ..American activil.v 
in Lads wbere the public' 
is being t(.)i:! nothing. It is 
also a f;;.ct that President 
Nixon's j.'ledge of Alarch 6, 
1970, in Kcy-'lliscayne that 
"we will continue to give 
the American people the 
fullest po.ssibl.e informa- 
tion on our involvement in 
Laos consi.'tent witlr na- 
tional security," is not be- 
in-g imp'lenieiUed. 

One subject that con- 
tinue.s to remain. under a 
.mantle of secrecy 10 
. montb.s a f t e r, .I’l'csideivt 
Nixon broke with tbe- 
.1 ob.nsdn Ad ml ni .=1 rat Ion's 
policy of total uffieiat se- 
crecy is the activiti.e.s of 
American personnel on 
the ground in the IJo Chi 
Minh Trail area. , ' 

■' T American military per- 
. I sonnet [lerlodically go into 
the area from iiascH iu 
South V.ic(nam and Thai- , 
land, acroinpApipf( 5 !V^d F 


STATINTL 


I. DOMMKN ^ 1 ii'i 1 

V/rifor 

Metnamese, Thai or tuio- 
tian irregular Iroop.s on- 
missipns designed to col- 
lect Yntolligence about 
N 0 r t h Tictnanic.se move- 
ment.? and In disrupt the.se 
movenieuts ns part of the 
1 n t e rd i c t i 0 n earn pa i gn . 

Also in southern Laos, 
which has hceome a major 
hattlefront for bot’n the 
United Stales and Nniih 
Vietnam, American air- 
craft ferry Laotian, lloulh 
Vietnamese a h d T h a i 
troops on such missions. 

The .American casuaitie.s 

■ incurred in tlie course of 
such niis.sion.’ are rcpiu'tcd 
in the weekly tdlals re- 
lea.scd b.v the Ainerican 
niilitary cdjhp.mnd in Sai- 
gon under the heading 
"Soutlicast Asia." 

\ Casualty Lists 

Another variation of llie 
practice of .secrecy by offi- 
cials in apparent violation 
• of. Air. Nixon's policy 
statement comes in the 
weekly listing "U.S. ca- 
sualties in Laos"- by tbe 
American’ military com- 
mand in Saigon. 

This is broken down into 
t \v 0 c'a t e g 0 r i c s: "on 
ground" and "air opera- 
tions." ' . , 

The figures of dead and 
wounded under '!on 
ground" have stayed at 
zero since the reporting 
began on March 10, after 
the Pre.sident's speech. 

This is so because tlic 
U.S. Special Forces and 
other casualties on the 
ground in Laos have been 
men who were not "sta-.. 
tioned in Laos," but el.le- 
w.liere. 

The "air operations" ca- 

■ sualtics are defined by the 
command as "incident to 
air operations over I-aos" 
and lump together 7th Air 


ene. The lattes' frequently 
' fly spotter nsis.'^ions over 
ho.stile territory in Laos. 

The fiat ban' prohibiting 
newsmen, fi'oin interview- 
.isig pilots who fly niissioii? 
over J.R.os at air bases m 
'f hail a n d and {lUoLing ; 
them by name coniinue.s , 
In effect,' just as il did un- . 
dev the Johnson Adminis-- 
"indlonf Veteran newsmen 
,jn Saigon who- have re- 
qiie.sted a military biiefing 
on the situation along the 
trail inu’e got nowimre. 

..Another area not men- 
tioned by ' Laird where 
President Nixon'.? policy 
contiilucs to 'oc thwarted 
by offi(;ial3 is the military 
'a.ksistance program for' 
I.aos. 'J'hi.s iirograin i.s ad- 
'minislercd thi'ough com- 
pie.': ciuuniel? wliich begin 
.in the Dcfen.-e llcpart; 
incut and exte n'd throu.gh 
an office knu'wn orficialiy 
a.s Deputy Chief Joiiit 
United States Military Ad- 
vi.sory Group, TliaiJanrt. 

'. - It then Imps across tlm 

• Alekong River to tiie U.S. 

I Agency for International. 
il)evcloirincul mission in 
Vienliane where a special , 
ibral'u'h called iIic Require- ; 
'ment.s ■Office .supervise? 
ghe pia.ivision of nulHciry 
supp!!o.s'to force.? in Lao?._ 

Not a jot of inf-ornnition 
aViotit the mititaiy as.?i.?- 
lance program iii I.aos _ha.s 
been made public since.; 
last April, when tlie trans- 
cript of congl'cs.sional 
•I'icarings on I.aos was pub- 
dished. ■ ■ ■ 

Other iVrens 

Other areas of .sccrccy , 
.about American involve- 
ment in Lao,? are beyond 
dlie purview of Laird, .?uch 

• as the financing of irregu- 
lar Laotian forces, which' 
is handled' UT. rl e r the 
hiu.lgct of t'ne Central In^' 
tolligcnce Agency, and the' 
operation of - the ClA- 
supporlcd a i r Ij n e.- Ain 

America, which' coni inlics 
to .bo instrumental in I’n'c 
ferrying of irregular force.?. 

Until expofod by The 
Time.? last year, Ih.e Cl .-A 
niaintaineit m a n y (;>f h.? 

‘ men in'. I.aos i.milrr the 
cot'cr of the sVIO lnis.?lon 
ill A'ici'itiane. 


in'.' th.c fact that ll-.T-l bom- 

)3jD01'(j060fi4'^^;f^ Ail 

C oinmano aiui suuillcr tac- 
tical fightci'-bombef.? ''d 
the 7tli Air Force, head-, 
quartered in Saigon, and 
of the Nai'v and Alai'ine 
Corp.s arc pounding the 
Noi'th Vietnamese ,?upply 
: route.? thro u g b a n s 
known ns the Ilo Chi Alin'n 
'frail. . . , , i 

, in addition, tlie t'.h. I 
I command iii Saigoii re- , 

I poi't.s aircraft "lo-s.'^c.? over- 

■ Laos a few days after they 
’ dcclif, and' personnel los- 
j sc,? oh a weekly Iri.?!.?. 

; Thi.? is the e.xlcnl of tlio • 

!' rcjidrling of the war iii 
i Lao.? by American officials .. 

! anywhere in - Indochina, 

I v'i'lh tlie exception of a. 

■ weekly briefing gii'cn by a 
member of the .Anhy at- 
tache's office; of tlic .Aincr- 

; ican Emba.??}-' in Lao.s. tlic 
facts of which are rostviet- 
, cd to the action.' of enemy 
^ and.driemlly troop? in Dial 

country and arc attribu- 
l.rble only to "military 
source.?." ■ 

■ .'I'lie importance of Laos 
in the current 'si i 'nation 
was pointed up when 
Laird dcicribed .?oulhc'rn 
Laos as the one region in 
Indochina wliere "the ene- 
my threat lu!.? increa.?ed'' 
.conijiarcd to a year ago. 

Laird disdo.scd at the 
news conference ju.?t bc- 
, tore boarding Ids plane for 
.Honolulu, V, here he vydl 
confer at .American 'I'acitic 
military headquarters bc- 
. fore making hi.s report i'l 
the Pi'csidciit oil the siluar 
lion in Southca,?t .V.sia,, that 
' he had dispatched Dep. Se- 
cretary of Dcfen.-'e D.enni.s 
Doolin to r^aos for a first- 
hand inspection . trip dur- 
ing lii.s stay in Saigon. 

bn the mili'hi'ry 'situatimi ■ 
in Canibndia,' ], ail'd .?nid 
/.U.S. experts Were watch- 
/ ing it "very cln.=cly" and 
' lie was "certainly , . . im- 
' pressed with the steps" 

I liiade there- to "face up to 
/ the Coin 111 i.mi.'d threat . . 

The people of Cambodia 
are .showing that -thev Irii- 
]\' want to repel tlie inva- 
der.?." 

Di?cus.?ing tlic mondo 
]i r o b 1 1 '. Ill among U.S. 
troops, tb’.'- .'a'ci't taiy said 
he had , talked wuli lo-auq- 
:GI.? in the field, atlrling; '' 


jii ''dc!'dia.ne._ _ _ _ • ''I foci it is a imoblcin .g 

® o^l^d' pro!S: 

I ciilTCct in a.?sertiiig tliat 'J'hp unliajipincs? only n|), 
' ' 'hnir, istration I? tell- olio.? to - " 






Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000900100001-4 




Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDPSO-OI 60 



0001-4 


(Thtt a privot* and eonfidentlol report, not for publication or distribution) 

. PILOT EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION, SOUTHEAST ASIA 
. • ' FOREWORD . • 


Tbe purpose of this report 1$ to give you clear ond unbiosed Information about the oir 
tronsport operators In So”'’neost Asia (SEA) who employ American pilots. It is hoped 
that this moy open new horizons for you and help you decide whether you wont o 

. job hero ond how to go obout it. 

■ The mformotion is from the writer*! personal experience ond from others who hove 

■gone the route" ond ore actually flying now in SEA, os well os from ovoiloble doto. 
Although we hove tried to be exact in every detail^ we will not be responsible for 
ony errors. ’■ 

COMMENTS ON THE OPERATORS IN SEA 

* AIR AMERICA, INC. (AAM) is by for the lorgest operator In SEA. Ouotirsg from 
Newsweek April 6, I 97 O: oI though never advertised and little known, "Air America 
_ll Or»e of the largest U.S. airlines, ronking just behind Notional ond oheod of North-' 
teost, in number of oircraft and personnel. 'It has, however, only one customer - the 
U. S. Government. In practical terms, it is on arm of the CIA, privotely owned". 
Wesuggestyoureod the full textof this Newsweek article which is Incorrect, however, - 
. ,In two details: "600 pilots" should reod "obout 436, of whom about 384 ore currently • 

• Working in SEA"; and $25,000 per year" has been substontiol ly surpossed, e.g., he-. 
iicopter pilots of Udorn base would come closer to $42,000 per year. Also, NEWS- 
WEEK foils to mention thot AAM ronks among the most profitable corporotions in USA. 

■ for 1969 - o year in. which most of the world's airlines lost heovily. 

AAM is one of a group of oviotion companies set up after WW II by General Cloire 
Chennoult of Flying Tigers fame ond his ossociotes ofter the war. .The group includes 
the lorgest and finest overhaul facility in the Far East outside of Jopan, locoted ot 
To inon, Tolwon (Formoso), which not only occompl Ishes heavy maintenance for the ATr 

■America group but oljo foe U.S. militory aircrof^ (F-105s, etc.). Maintenance of A/C 
{s excellent in AAM. 

AAM is also by for the best to work for, thonkj ih large meojure to the recently-formed 
For Eojt Pilots Association (FEPA) which has clirhirKsted personality biases^ favoritism! 
ond orbilrory decisions affecting pilot pers-onnel on the port of management, ond other 
ovils long since el imi noted in U.S. oir I ines. -The resul t hos been not only a substontiol 
fnereose in pay but olso for better operoting conditions for the pilots, end the Company 
CJ well. AAM is the only operotor in SEA with this security of ossociotion. 

‘AAMr IS the only operator here with complete froining fccilities: o Ground School with 

• lome fen or twelve vcell-ciuol if ied instructors, well "cc^uipped clossrooms, ond two Novy- 
type Link flight simulating uni^s; end Flight Training which includes initial, recurrent 
(periodic) ond tfarrsltion training os well os thorough route checks by competent pilot 
personnel. AAM oh,o hos on FAA designee pilot. 


25X1 A 
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AAM ho* e rnjdleol .ifoff with a Senior Medical Offlcor (SMO) pi each mojor boj* for 
mcdicol caro Including pilot phy»lcoI». 

* CONTINENTAL AIR SERVICES, INC. (CAS) run* a week lecond to AAM, butnover** 
Ihclei* it o protilable, ncollny operotion. It Is o jubsitJiory of Continenlol Air Line* 
which lome year* ogo bought out on operotion in Loos owned by Bird & Sons of Seolllps 

■ In the opporent hop*' of bettering their position in the CAB tronj-Pacific bid competi- 
tion, by thus cstobl iihing in Alia. . _ >: , • 

CAS operofe* on U.S. Gov't controct* like AAM, and CAS pilot* enjoy the some tox 
.■ odventoge os AAM pilots In respect to no obllgotfon for locol or foreign Income tox. 

"CAS hos successfully beoten efforts to form o pilots cbsociofion by the expedient* of 
■ firing the pilot organizers. It was o cleor win for the management. Pilots ore in feor 
for their jobs orsd hove ccosed the effort. The manogement cOn and does moke orbi- . 
—.‘.trary decisions concerning pilots and remarks,; "The pilots rsever hod it so good*. ■ 

Some of the pilots ore rsot so sure. ' • ' * — • 

CAS's predecessor took the position thot •‘we hire professiorsol pilots who don't require 
■■ troining" end true to their faith hod no training other than route ond equipment ride ' ' 
''.checks during the period of Tamil iorization.'. We have observed no chonge in this policy ' 
■■■■ worth mentioning.. However, many pilots ore happy with this idea ond hate groursd.. 

school, flight training onywoy I . V/hat do YOU think? Itmustbesaid .thotCAShos-.--'- 
■"'"o sbfety record ccmfKjroble to AAM'*.' ■■ ■ ‘•'"7 .h i" 'y-.".' i.-i- ' ' 

* BIRD & SONS who sold their oir tronsport operation. In Loos to CAS’ arc noirr showing •' 

.... evidence of re-entering the competition for U.S. Gov't confroefS in Ccmpetitlon with v . 

, ■'^^S and AAM. They seem to have chosen the nome LAOS AIR DEVELOPMENT CO., 
.'■"tosed in Vientionrse. They show one A/C of the Twin Bononzo type. With the right 
morxsgement they should be oble to get a shore of the gome end thus emerge into an 
employer of American pilots. ■ 

• ‘ . 

* " AIR VIETNAM (AVN) is the South Viefrtom Goverrvnent-owned flog corrrerl ofrerofing’ 
'■"icKeduled oir service from Saigon to Hong Kong, Taipei (R.O. Chino), Osoko ond 

Tokyo; Bangkok, Kuolo Lompur (Moloysio), Singopore and Monilo. Although they 
• employ Americon pilots, the pilots ore on locol civilion stotus and thus foxoble like 
* 'their own notionols. This foreign lax, however, is dedudoble .from the U.S. .Incrxne 
lox poyment. , ' ... . ... / . _ . 

JAPAN AIR LtNES"(JAL) -showed 1969 earnings 70% higher thon T968, during o yeor" 
when neorly oil the mojor oirlines lost heovily. They hove o fleet of some 60 heavy.- 
■’ jet A/C now including 747s, and some 1300 flight crewmen. Although JAL is f>ot in . 

. _ SEA we include it because they employ Americon pilots. ' • *. " • 

VARAN AIR-SIA/<\ A IR CO., LTD. is owned by o rich Siomese Prince of Bongkok who 
• formerly worked os pilot tor Inoi Internotionol Airwoys. The ideo wos to set op ond 

Z operole on inferrsotionol oirline on whot oppeored to be ovoilobte bilolerol bppor1v-“ 

nitles for route fronchlses. The project hos drogged olong fSr yeors, possibly becouso 
the Prince wonts copitol, equipment ond manogement orrd r 'so wonts 16 reloin corstrol. 
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e fco>l He Koi »uccecdcd finolly fn acquiring two C-S^i, oporotmg iKcm 

rtwlc* » cekfy to Hong Kong carrying cargo. Hii lix rr eight pilofj recently "jtruck’ 
.for better thingi, were oil fired end the operotion ihot down until they hired new 
piloty. They hire Americorw. , • . . 

additional comment on THE OPERATORS 


• AIR VIETNAM is not reputed to be overy good compony to work for. The living con- 
^itions os well 03 the working conditions ore fen- from Ideal. However, if you hove hod 
experience working In the tropics, especially In Latin America, ond have developed 
plenty of potience, you should get olong alright, Incidenfol ly, the flying is easy; 
short legs, home every night, AIRTECH hortdles oil the pilot hiring. 

• While there ore only a limited number of job openings during each yeor - perhops SO 
to llOoveroge omong o"II the operolors, these openings will be filled by the more 

•oggressJve oppliconts omong the quollfied. _ . ' 

• All Is not gold thot gliftersl And there is'are'oson for this pilot turro-,. S- Pilots who 
hove never worked on foreign assignment, especiolly in the tropics ond in "under de- 
veloped" countries, moy find the living uncomfortoble or even unbeoroble. An ex- 
trepse cose is orns new hire who wos'brought to Vientianne from Californio, who got 
off the pi one, end ofter locking oround the oirport got bock on the some plone and 
returned to the U.S. Other pilots feel that they moy be straining their luck after 2 

. ." Of 3 years ord decide to get back home with o whole skin. This oppi ies especiolly 
. to the chopper pilots - who often seem to perform miracles in everydoy flying. Tne 
biggest turnover, in foot, is in the rotor-wing section. - Its not only the tight loca- 
tions but olso the ground fire cnnoyonce. At dusk you see those little ipurts of flame, 
once In awhile you may cofeh o slug or t-wo in your A/C ; you report it to your bose 
• ond they list it on charts ond in bulletins; and you keep going. But its not everyday, 
ond the otfrltion'is not much. Some of the pilots hove been flying this seme area for 
10 years ond more; others get fed up in a couple years. Think this over o bit 1 ^ 


■ WHAf IS ”THE' PAY - *IM U.^.' DOLLARS ? 


AIR AMERICA, INC. 


Cqptoln 

■ Pifst Officer 


■*- -Aii Tpis VC SEA- 


Coplion 
First Officer 


Bosic Poy per Hour 


:1970- 

1971 

1972 

20.25 

22.28 

24.51 

12.66 

13.93 

15.32 

•Night Poy per Hour 

3.75. 

fcxne'* 

. some 

2.00 

« 

■ 
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CeptoTn 


12.50 13.50 

14.50 

Pint Officer 


,12.50 13.50 

14.50 


V>> •- 

longevity Poy 

per Hour 


, r ^ ■* 

Coplain First Officer 

Second yeor 

• 

.84 • 

. .54 

Third 


1.72 

1.08 

fourth • 

• 

2.58 

1.62 

Fifth 

•» 

3.44 

2.14 

Sixth - 


4.30 

2.70 

Seventh 


5.16 

3.24 

Eighth ■ 

» ■ 

4.02 

3.78 

Ninth 


4.85 

; 4.32 

Tenth 

- ' 

7.74 . 

4.86 

Eleventh, or>d thereafter.-** 

'8.40 

5.40 

Beso .rv pold.to all -pilots 

, S totfory Allowance, per Month 


Bohgkok, Thoilond 
Uclorn, TKiilond 
Vienfionno, looj 
Soicon, South Vietnonv 


'150.00 
• 215.00 

- '^o.do 

■ 320.00 


Trip Hour Poy. Trip hoon ij total elbpsed tirrie, .excluding deodhead time^. 
Worn lime of reporting for flight dot)i' until bldckt bock otKose ofler comple* 
flora of flight (i) plui 30 mlnutej.' ■ 

EoeK month following h.computed ond the grebterjo.mo0rtt pgid t 

1, Acluol block time plui deodheod time. 

' 2 . Deodheod time plus 1/^ total trip lime. 

3. Minimum guorontce time (70 hours).- 

Per Diem end Expense s, pa ia monthly per Compony. monuol. Liberot.... 

Minimum Guoronteed Poy is equivoleni to 70 houa Ot boslc. plus longevity . 
roles opplicoble, plus night ond project octuolly flown, plus bo$e'ollowonc», 
plus per diem etc. octuolly eomed," • 

OTHER PAYMENTS - see BENEFITS 
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gfoiect Poy if paid on tha baiif of e porcentoge of rhe lira* In cerroin oquipmonf. 
Occording to the bote : .... . 

• • .*.** g,* i • • : • 'T ?•**? • 

{■• . ■' •; o-i.-v*’ ■ r Type Equipment . Percentoge houri flown 


UH34D 

2048/205 

VTB 


Vienfionn.e , Pilotus Porter 

— f '• s". ( Hello Courier 

••• . Cor!bou/C7A 

T* . ‘ . e C123K 

• ,ji i. : ‘ .. -.0-46 r.."?* 

■ '* ■ C-47 

' ' * ■ , “ **"f * i' Is ' * “r VTB .. . 




$oig^ 


..s j 


2048/205 • 

. Pilotuf Porter 
Hello Courier 
VTB 

Beech Ten Twq 
-C-4<S 


92.5% 
92.5% 
80. % ■ 

85. % 
85. % 
75. % 
72.5% 
70. % - 
ZO. % 
57.5% 

87.5% 
85. "S 
85. % 
80. % 
80. % 

: 70. % 


^ S:;. 'v: - - ■"•7p; %.v> 


Notet on Poy 


* * . r\ • 


■ Project Poy Operotions Is defined oi “operofiorts flown within the nomol 
limifotions oi the A/C requiring the pilot to trorHport hozordous corgo or 
. Operofe info ond/ or out of morginol lending oreos where operoting con- 
ditions ore below levels normolly expected or wovered ooeraflons or 
* operotions over mon-mode or noturol oostocles or cxpremely remote areas 
ond operotions within hostile territory or territory rcosonobly suspected 
of being hostile”. Read carefully between the lines,. and use your Itnogl- 
notion a little. . ^ ‘ 

• Trip hour , per diem ond expenses very occording to circumstonces and ore 

not given in the following exorpplcs.. .These items con run up to SI50or 

more.- ' J' , 

• , * * • • 

Income Tox exemption for AmerIcons'workIng oversees is $20,000, which 
becomes $23,000 with more then three years foreign residence. This means 
fhot if you ecirn, for exomple, $38,000 ond deduct $20,000 you begin with 
$18,000 ond take your oth.zr deductio.ns. Some investments offer obout 808© 
lox deduction on Invested emount, so thot it Is possible to bring your. fox 
down to on inslgnficont omounf. 

Wofxing for Air A-nerico (AAM) ond Continentol Air services (CAS} you 
poy iiO iocol, or foreign, fox. . . . . 
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V., E5tAMPLES OF AAM PAY EARNINGS FROM FOREGOING DATA i 


1 . 


, 'A reeenJiy hired, ncwly-checlted ovt pilot on single piston engine UH34D, 
, bosed In Udron, hos oycrogcd 100 hours/nionlh with night. His poy is i 


Bosic' 100 x 20.25 $2,025. 

, Night 100x1034x3.75 37.50 

longevity 100x(r>one) — 

; Pnjiecf 100 x 92.5% x 12.50 1,156. 25’ 

Bose oliowonce 215. 

. • Trip pay, per diem, expertses ? • 

^ totol (odd trip, per diem etc;) ■ ' 3,433.75 

2. An eleven yeor pilot (lying os In exomple (I) obove : 

^ . Baste . 2,025. 

Night , . , 37,50 

■ longevity lOOx 8.60 • , ■ ,, 860,00. 

-Project 1,156.25 

/ Bose Allowance • • ' 215.- 

' Trip, per diem, expenses etc. . • . ? ■ • 

totol (odd trip, per diem etc.) ' 4,293.7.^. 


Annuot Rote 
— 


$40,205 


$51,525 


■A recently hired, newly checked oat First Officer based in Vienflonne on . 
2*«ngine Coribou, overaging 1 CO Kovirs/month with 10C& night. His pey h t 


100x12.66 

100 X 10% X 2.00 


Bosic 
Night 

longevity none 

Project 100 X 75% X 12.50 

Bose oliowonce 

Trip, per diem, expenses etc. 

total, odd: trip etc., ' • 


1,266. 

20. • 

937.50 
■ 230. ■ 
■? . 

“2,453.56 


$29,442. 


A fivc-yeor pilot on single/piston engine Hetio, bosed in Soigon, is overo- 
Ing' 100 hovirs/monfh : = • 

Bosic . • • ' 2,025. 

■■ Night • ... • 37.50 . - 3 • 

longevity 100 x 3.44 ■ . 344. . ... 

Project 100 X 85% X 12.50 1,062. 

Bose Allowonce '• 320. 

• • Tri^, per diem, expenses, etc. - ?. 

.* totol,' odd: trip, per diem elo. 3, 788.50 ' -$45,462. 


..Hr: 
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5« A 3-ycar Fmf Officer on C-47» In Vlentlonne flying 100 houri/monlh with 10% 
night J - , . • . . ... I 

Bmte . ’ 1,2A6. ‘ , 

Night 100 X 10% X 2.00 ’ 20* 

• Longevity lOOx 1.08 108. . . 

Project , ■■ 100 X 70% X 12.50 ' *875. ^ ^ 

Eote allowance ^ 230. 

Trip, per diem etc. ? 

lotolf odd: trip, per diem etc. 2, 499.00 _ S29..883 


6. The tome First Officer in exomple 5 above, osiuming he did not 

check oof os coptoin, would moke $3,013.00 per month is 1972 (1972) 

* for the some flying - due to scheduled increases in basic ond 
longevity and project poy. . ■ . ..... 53^^!^ 


CONTINENTAL AIR SERVICES, INC . 

■ CAS clossifies their flying in 3 types : 




■ 1.^ STOL, with equipment such os Pilatus Porter, 

. . ■ * 2. UTILITY,, using such A/C os Beech Baron. ‘ • , . 

. 3.; TRANSPORT, inC-47ete. . • — • 

.... '. J‘. Poy for oil newly-hired pilots, and co-pilots, is $750.00 per month for 
O guoronfeed minimum of 50 hours or less, plus $7.00 per hour over the 
50-boor minimum, plus $1 0. 00 per hour project pay, plus $200.00 per 
inonlh Living Allowance. ' ' 

Poy for Coptolns is $1,050 per month basic for o guoronteed minimum 50 
hours per month, plus $10.00 per hour Project Poy, plus $200.00 per 
. .month living allowonce, o/t. 

... . Project Pay is based upon o percentoge of hours flown on various routes, 
;^/j"Vv.;Ond CAS Monegement soys that it overoges out to obdut 7C0o of total 
. flight time. . . * ‘ 

r r. ■* . 
^j^i/.'^'CAS Monogement recently stated overege pay for vorious clossificotioru 
os follows - (for Cop fo ins) . . • • ' 

.' ‘I, STOL 120 ha/monfh for obout $2,700/2,800 per month. 

-i"*' ^UTILITY, 90/1 00 hrs/month,’ $ 2,000/2,200 per month. .... 

• 3. TRANSPORT, 70-80 hrs/nonth, $2, 000/2 I,j 0 per month. 
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AtR VIETNAM 


Poy for Copfolm li o boilc rjworonteed 51,700 for 50 houn or leu, plw* 
$200.65 lIvIPB all owonca lot tha for iKe DC-<i, Coptoln'j pay l» bale 

$1,400 • ~ • r“ 

1* Coptoln'ii pay (muit be ATR'd ar<d current in equipment ot tbe time 
of hiring) t . ' ' . ' ' r 

. ■ DC-^>B boric (50 hn or leu) $1,700.00*' . * 

. / bc-^i ■ ■ ' i;4o6,oo • ' 

* * «■ * * 

2. AVN"* mor.agemenl loyj that overage pay for DC-6 Coptairc worfes 

* • Col lo $2,500 per montb, ond DC-4 Caploire lo $2,’200 per month. 


JAPAN AIRLINES. 


» . •• * $ 


JAL poyi $2,200 flot flight poy ond works their pilots on overoge of leu. 
Ihoiv70 hours. They poy o living experue ollowonce of $600, whicls Is to' 
be roised to $800 next yeor, ' ' . , ' . 

* . ‘ ^ • ' ,• 1 i • 

A supervisory flight crewmors stotes fhot the $2,200 is subject to obout 
33% Jopon income lox, but the ollovronce is not. Note that U.S.' allows 
on exemption of $20,000/25,000 lo Americans working oversees, the 
Jopon lox is deductable from your U.S, tox poymenf. - 

VARAN AIR-SIA/A AIR CO., LTD. . 

Poys o flot $1,250 for Captains on their, DC^A operotion. 

* • • ** . •> •• * •« •- • 

* » It- • * ’ . * . 

lENEFITS ....... _ 


AIR AMERICA 

insuronee. AAf/ prTsvides group life Iruurorsce in the omount of $25,000 for . 
Coptoins ond $17, 000 for F/0$, ' 

* • • . ^ V* f . *• 

• . • • . 

Medicol ond Hospilcil include services of the Company’s niedicol stoff ond a 
group medical hospilol plon costir^ obout $6 per month lo pilots for employee 
ond deperxienfs, which includes oil hospilol services, prescriptions, loborotory 
lefts, x-roys, etc... ‘ 

Pilot PhvilcoU p^rfc'cmcd by Componymedlcol itoff. Ston^ords sot forth In FAA 
Jorl <67 fof^ FTnl Clou Cerltficote or© u$ed. If o pilot should foil to pem/ lh«r* 
Of# pfojcrlbed recovrrjej, Folfrwx* ii th© rvlo I -• 


**f'’ rItcAeorK* f\-' ••rpt iJ • 


I r rt t* r • . V * .* 


-"'rt pt.i JyC? • ition 1 1 f« lo! .. - t, lo »*r 

vvof :*r* 
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to»t ef Lictnie Im’ufonee -evoilobip. ot pilot*! Bxpcw. . • 

leov« : ; " *- . 

" * , ' . ■ '• 

• /' ' occymulofe* ol fhc rate of 14 doyi per ycor ot oyeroge pay* 

Home Lcove occvmutotes at the rote of 2 1/2 days per month or 30 days 

• . pot yeof ot overage pay, plus oir transportation to pilot's hone in the 

States ond return for himself _ar>d dependents, ;; •' * . 

• -iiiLL cove occumulotes at the rote of 1 .5 doys per month or 1 8 doys per ■ • 

yeor up to a maximum of 90 days ot overoge poy. • 

* • . 

Emergency leove moy be gronted by the Compony for up to 14 doys ot 

overoge pay, - 

• - . • • *. ' * 
Persorsol Leav e without pay (LWOP) moy be granted for up to 12 months 

• without losing semioity or longevity poy accrual; if moy be extended for 

• ■ vp to two oddltionol yeors but without seniority and longevity pay occuol. 

However, a pilot is subject to recoil onytime ofter six months orid if he 
. ' doesn't occept it, i$ subject to tcrmihotion. During LWOP he must keep 
vp his medical cerllficote or lose seniority ond longevity pay accrual, . 

LWOP due to sickness or Injury moy ran up to 5 yeors without loss of poy 
pccruols, . . , ■ • . 

. * *, • ’***. .* * • *' *• *'***r, • 

Militory Leova will be granted opproprlate.ly, 

INTERLINE AIR TRAVEL ' : L rl*- •*? 

Discount oir fores ore ovoilable to pilots according to Interline ogreeme'nts 

by the Corhpony, ond includes dependents. For exomple, xonfirmed 
Spoce on Pon Americon flights ot 8CPA discount - yqo poy 20% of the 
listed fore,' 

A'PO. PRIVILEGES ‘ ■ 

Avoiloble to pilots in SEA, You con send ond receive letters ond pockoges 
jat domestic postoge vio the APO in Son Froncisco. You con order things 
bought ot Sears in SFO sent vio APO., for example, 

PX ond COMMISSARY PRIVILEGES ' • * 

Avolloble ot Saigon, Udorn ond VIentianne, with some restrictlorts, Avollobla 
In Bongkok to retired militory, without restrictions. 

EDUCATIONAL ALIQV/ANCE FOR DEPENDENTS ■ . 

, An ollowonce for deprertdent children in grodes 1 to 12 ot the rote of 75% 

. ■ of tuition plus 10% of tuition amount for books ond Ironsportotlon, up to 

$1,500 per year per pilot. _ . 
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KETIREMENT PLAN ^ 

You coil (Otn fhc plon offer one ycor of employment, in which you pay o 
percentOQe of your earned income each month end the Company poyi an 
, * . . . oquol emounf. The money thoi poid is invested by o Pension Fund in 

• voriout securities ond is payoble upon separation ot its current invested 

value, returning the full omount of the employee's contribution plus o per- 
centogc of the Compony's contribution ot its current invested vblue, 
t depending upon the length of service. 

• • . ■ •»-, 

MOVING OF PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS is presided for up to 
3,500 lbs. net. 

. . -V 

• , V p * . • 

transportation ‘ - • . • --s- i • r ' • 

. * ■ * • 

* At beginning of employment to SEA ossignmenf for pilot, ond for dependents 6 
i* ■•iinonihs loter; olthough a pilot moy bring his dependents at ony time ot his 

own expense ond collect a refund, per Company Personnel Manual - upon 
completion of the 6 month period. ‘ ^ 

* . . i-is..' ' .;*• d u* .* ■ '-r • ' '* 

At ferminotion of employment, to hit .home in the States, including his 
dependents. - . 

,‘At the termination of one yeor, to his home and return for himself ond 
dependents. ' ' ’. '*■ 

BENEFITS FOR DEATH, INJURY, CAPTURE AND INTERNME NT 

• Including missing persons. Is in occordcnce with the Longshoreman’s and '"' 

. Horbor Worker's Compensotion Act, the Defense Bose Act, The War 

Hozzords Cornpernotion Act, ond the Company Personnel Manual II; 

Liberol enough; occumulation of pay is on Item. • ‘ ~ '-■» fu* 

FREE TRANSPORTATION ’ .* • ~ “ 

— — — — - • 

For pilots ond their dependents on Company flights on o space ^ovoil obi e 


* * t>as!$. 


V to : • 


• * 

. >« ' 

'•** •» ••••■ iV’ • • ■ Uf 


•. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICANTS 


AIRAMERICA lists the following ; .... *„,i > s_., ■-■I '’I'v '■ 

. .!v t.Vl ■■•.•.•'•1 •*;.;*•* f."ii<ii.‘>p ■ ■ tt ; ' 

1 «. Mintmurn 2,000 hours flight time. {». ! .t !s> .'ii'i •' 

.1,1 r .. . ■ ' r J.t'J.rr.j'i '-iii'.h ..o-i 

• • 2,^ FAA.Corrimerciol License with mulii-engine'ond. Instrument ratings. 

3f. Restricted Rodio Telephone Permit. • . . ' 
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'• 4. Flfj^Cloit Mc<J!eol eertJficoU witk9u»,voIv«r. 

We iv3»e, kjwevcr, »ha» during iKc potl few ycori AAM hoi ot lime* lured 
pHoli wltK tKe obova quol ificotionj except with !cu than 2000 Kouf» - m 
foet, wilfi very little time beyond completion of flight froining jcI«ooI. 

■ :■•• • n ■ i* ' 

AAM hoi no fixed oge limit on the upilde for. hiring, but they dp hove 
O moryfotory retirement oge of 60 for pilot{« '{65 for grourrd perjonnql) 

Age limit exceplipni ore orbih-ory,. - . ;• ' c ’ ' 

It olio should be r>ofed that mony AAM pilots ore retired militbry pilots ort 

pcrrsion. " . i • 

• • • . • , . . .... 

AH employees tolee a physical exom by the. Company Medicol stoff upon 

erttering employment, which is fso problem.if . you. hove possed on FAA 

physicol./ 

continental air services ■ ' 

'■ Requirements ore the some os AAM 's. except; that. they. Hove o 40-yedr ogd 
limit for hiring, and os for os we br>ow.. hove. not hired onyorse with less - 
.Ihon 2000 hours . 

. JAPAN AIR LINES . . - 

A convcrjotron wIlK o JAL supervisor disc!o$e<i tHot*they Kovo Kired 

pilots vp lo 55 years# ol iKough in the post they hired two retired PAA piloH 
(PAA retirement oge is ^Ol)/bJr currently t.Key hove o pilot retirement ogo 
•|e! ot 58 yeprs.’ As you moy know, there. has been conslderoble discussion 
In U«S* official: circles and elsewhere regordtng oge limitations for scheduio 
pilots; oge limits bosed on calender years may be unreolistic, since o 
corpulent, overweight mon of 35 yeors with high blood pressure (but itill 
oble to poss o’isl-cioss physical) may be o poorer risk thon one oge 65 but 
■ In excellent pKysicol ihope. ^ 

JAL Is currently "crying for pilots" ond Is lagging in their B*747 progrom 
for lock of cockpit crewj lo fill the DC-8s# 727s etc« , w hen. they move 
pilots up to 747s. Anybody with o DG"8 rating, or an 830 or 727 rofir>g. 

Is olmosf sure'to be hued on the spot. _ This opplics to F/Hs os well os 
pilots, * . !* ■ 

JAL wlll olso toke you for DC-8 troining tf you hove heovy 4-engine piston 
'lime, on o plon whereby they pul you Into Ground School or>d Flight 
Slmulotor ot ikiir expense, ond pay holf the octuol flight training cojts os 
on odvonce bgoinst your pay when you ore rated ond ossigned lo flight 
duly, ’The other half Is i.n the form of on odvonce of St 0, 000 which you 
' must pul upV ’ They wjll.collecl their half by solory deduction over o 
period of lime; 
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Otfrlog froinrnt, the Chtcf Pilot chcctc» you .vary hour for rvsrmol progresi, 
W,pf^'o*t. no nacd to conlinuo and you or. eoncelUd to iov. further 
♦KflsiMe both for you or«l tha Airline. Tbo onuted portion of your dopoiit 
I* f.fur>dcd in lhi» coio. ' 

tt W01 o wonderful opportunity for odvoncerhent from DC-4i ond DC-6j 
• for »ome 25 former AAK\ pilot,, who quit AA.M ond ore now flying 
eopfoin position on JAL jtrelched DC-Bs (ot least one is currently on 
727 % on domestic flights)., A number of AAM FA* ore olso now wirti ^ 

JAL. * • ■ 


AtR VIETNAM 


AVN must operote occording to the rules set forth by the DCA, which 
provide, omong other things, thot AVN must hire Coptoins with ATR and 
current DC-< or DC-4B ratings - whichever equipment they ore hired 
for. Accordingly, you must hove this to opply for employment with AVN. 
But If you con quollfy, you are olmost certoln of immediate employment 
»Ince AVN is herd up for pilots. In fact, they have currently (August 
1970} one DC-^B grounded for lock of crews. Unfortunately, the DCA 
will not permit them to upgrode other quolifled pilots. 


• PROCEDURE IN APPLYING FOR A JOB 


AIR AMERICA, INC . - • ...... 

' • I, Write to the System Chief Pilot who goes under the title of Director 
• Flying Division (DFO): 

Coploin D. E. Teeters, DFD . 

“Air Amerieo, lnc. ' 
lOB Chung Shan Rood, North, 2nd Sec^ 

Toipel, Toiwon 

2. Write or coll pe'nonolly: 

Mr. H. H. Dawson . ' . 

Air Americo, Inc. - 
* 815 Connccticuf Avenue, N.W. , 

Woshington, D.C. 20005 

CONTINENTAL AIR SERVICES, INC . 

Wtllc or 'toll pcnonally ; 

Conlinenlol Air Services, inc. 

7300 World V/oy West 
. ■ Los Angeles, Col if. 90009 
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AtRVltTNAM 

. . Wrlle <0 1 

'C./^PT'®WXlVX5 La*/TOuS ■ • 

•“Mrr- — H~iyrv»i, Pfet. 

• . AIRTECH, Irtc. 

■C^ Air Viefnom ‘ . 

P.O.Box 217 . . y : 

Sotgon, South Vie tnom . ' ' ' ; ■ 

JAPAKi AiR LINES 

Write to or conloct t 

Internotlonol Air Services Co., Ir»c. (lASC) 

129? Boyshore Drive 
• Burlingome, Coiifornio ’ 

lASC is confrollerf by Coptoira Jomes Anderson end 
. Chorles Smith, both actively flying JAL. If.yoo 
persorvally contact lASC, one of these personally. 

BIRD AIR ENTERPRISES (LAOS AIR DEVELOPMENT CO. J 

Wrlle to t 

Mr. Williom H. Bird 
...e/o Bird & Sons • 

Vlentionrro, Loo* 

VArXn AiR-SIAM AIR CO.', LTD . 

Write tr^ 1 , 

■ Copt. MocIntosh, Chief Pilot 
•Voron Alr-Siora Air Co.,Ltd, 

.28;^< Rojodomri- Rood 

Bongkok, _ tho i lond 
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NATURE OF THE FlYINO 


STATINTL 


The flyJng U non-mUnory; In other wordj, clviUon flying. You ore flying 
for U*S« Government If you are with AAM or CAS. 

direction. You don"! know and you don't core. The Gov’t cgencies 
routings ond schedulings, your Compony provides the tccKnicol know-how end you 
fly the olrplone according to flight plon ond within published limitations. 

♦ * . * • ' 
Stne. oil of SEA ll*f wifhin the tropics, ond your operations are within 6”, 
Cl>d 20* N, Lot, vegetation is heovily green the year around. Much of it is covered 
.with heavy Jungie growth and most of it i$ mountainous ~ jungle-covered mountoinj. 
The moynfoIr« ore not very high, however, the highest point In Laos being about 
9,000 ft; in South Vietnom, mostly below 8, 000; in Thailortd, below 7,500. 

WEATHER . There ore, two seosons: the Wet and the Dry. The wet season 
' ts charocterized by'ihe monsoons - a condition peculiar to the land oreos 

- . bordering the Indion Ocean to its north. Monsoons begin in Thailand ond • 

• " Loos obosjt July 15th and continue until about October 15th when "Siberian 

Highs" or Polor Continental oir masses begin to work down into SEA with 
cleor, dry conditions and good wedther continues for most of the next four ■ 

• * months. Some nome the seasons the Hot ond the Cool; other say the Hot 

end the Hotter! which is folrly occurote since it never gets reolly cool - 
except in the higher altitudes inhobitled only by native tribes. 

• The hottest months ore April ond Moy, during which locol schools enjoy 
. • '• Iheir "summer vocations". The heat subsides in June ond there ore frequent 
ihowers usually in the ofternoon ond night, 

*^FIylr>g in the monsoons is obout like flying anywhere in the tropics, for 
, exsomple, in Cenlrol Americo and the Caribbean oreo generally. Buildup* 
often reoch 50, 000 to 60, 000 feet with heovy rein ond holl . Low oltitude 
flying Is o matter of getting from Point A to Point B by flying mostly VFR 
orourx) the storms. Deviating from course involves good knowicge of the 
lerroin. Or when the buildups ore rsot too violent ond the overcast is hong- . 
Irsg down on the ridges but with "volley effect" ond higher ceilings on 
. either side of the ridges, you may find yourself on and off instruments of 
• minimum enroute altitude . * ; . . .. . . ' 

The dry seoson orrlves suddenly in October and it is a great relief to see . 
the terroin ogoln ond spot londmorks 75 miles or more owoy. The fine 
• ■ _ . weolher gro<fuaIly gives way to reduced visoblllty os the rrafives begin to 
...burn Iheir fields and jungle cieorings. By February orxd Morch the smoko 
• gets so thick that the terroin con bo seen only vcrticolly down, if ot oil; 

] but the degree of smoke density is rother spotty. A few rainy spells ord 
. the fires ond the smoke dissoppeor oround Jurse. . . . • 
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|f foo hovo otfbody flown In iKo tropics you wilt feel ot Komo Kere; if you 
lioven't. It vill bo diifcronct, but It will still be bottor then tbo cold ond - 
Vrotrn fronts, tbo Icing, tbo snow and freezing rain, tbo fog and tbe crap ' 
Ihot you ore occuilomed to. And since your outfit ond just a few otberi 
hove.a proctlcol monopoly on tbe flyir>g, you'll flrd Its a relief to get 
away from the polpojr! ond congestion now fourid in many U<S. areas. 


Altbougb orte of tbe operofors (AAM) mokes (t great fonfor* about ATKt •• 

end flying "occording to FAA regulotions" the plain foct is thot. they oil ■ 

"violate FAA on neorly every flight. AAM encourages its pilots to get 
ATRs or>d provides training for some, but It could be thot this is mostly to 
build up its imoge to the; 'Customer" in the competition for controcts. - . 

■' .—1' Flight crews ore Issued parachutes and survivol kits on all oppro- . V 

"priate'flighls. Tbe survivol kits ore well equipped, os a result of years 
of experience and Improvement. AAM supplies training in Survivol, and 
Escope orsd Evosion. " ... ... , . 

'****^ ** ***• *.*’ ' ^ ....... •** 

• -/‘I. .'■•flight wofeh is moinfoined on both VHF ond HF, with crews re- 
", portirsg every 20 minutes. • Failure to report, brirvgs prompt octiort, leoding ' 

. to scorch ond rescue under oppropriote circumstances. Intcrplone conver- 
:Sotionocs little-used VHF frequencies keeps oil flights in touch with each • 

'•'bthef b'nd is of greot volue to flight crews; it ranges from spot. weather . . — ■ . 

■.Information to flight levels to occosioriol enemy troop movementSLOfid " 

ygeound fire locotiore. . ■ ^ . • 

■ Security Is on importont foctor in the operolions.' Not only Is 
. efficient guord moinfoined, but also specialists in enroute sofety ore employed ■ 

•Who collect information from oil ovoiloble sources on enemy groursd fire 
orsd other cctivlly and keep such informotlon posted up to the minute. 

Before flight each crew is briefed by Flight Safety; at the ersd of the day, 
je.och pilot Is debriefed. Pilot rodio reports during flight arc recorded. ..... 

rChorts ore prepored ond disployed in the briefing room to show donger oreos. i 

w. .H.-’ . AIR FREIGHT, . On cargo drop flights, e.g., CpT"2jK, C -4 6 ond • 

’'Cf,47,'ond Coribou lypej; on Air Freight Speclol Air Corgo Dlspot- 

- .etier ($) ore Included in the crew. The difference in these two gredes - . - -n 

t^sides the pay scole - is the AFS's ore Americans ond the AFDs ore non - . _ 

►iArnericons.- Both grodes ore superbly qualified for the work - and usually - 

•«re"ex-porotroop types with current jump quol Ificotions - who know the 
'•D.iorse terrain os well os or better fhon the pilot in commond orxj ore 
*.4h'erefore o greot help to pilots on less fomilior .drop missions. These types also 
food orsd tie down the gorgo. The drop A/C ore equipped with. tracks ond 

.’rollers ond the corgo is polletized. . • . - . .... 

■■ ■. .. . • • •• . . •• • 

Although fllghti molnly servo U.S. officiol personnel.movement ond . , 

fsotive officiols ond civilions, you sometimes engage in the movement of 
* fricfKlIy troops, or of enemy coptives; or in the troraport of corgo much more 
potent thop rice ond beoral Therels o wor going on. Lke your imogtnallonj 
. (Refer to hEWSWEEK ond TIME orlicles.) > '. . 
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FOR AIIY FURTH13R INFORI-IATIO'T 
•you may roq.uiro, WRITE KAWI 
encloainc •throe hux (v^) — 

■to cover air mail poo'taco & 
oxpeneo, and We'll send you 
fit prompt reply# We wont to 
help you in any way we can* 
You may encloeo a brief reo— 
ume of your aviation experi- 
ence for our recorde. 

Include mention of licenses 
and of military experience, 
if any* We will keep you 
lieted. for suitable jobs as 
they come up, at no further 
fee* We also offer *m "under 
ground booster service" to 
ensure and expedite employ- 
ment in a desired position;' • 
please enquire if interos— 
ted* 
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STATINTL 



Plio'ograjjlij' For Mognzinc Articles, 15ro- 
chiircs, Ftc. — Imasinalivc, realistic ap- 
proach. Domestic and foreign assignments. 
Portfolio shown by appointment. Marti 
Coale, <M3) 47-1-1 371,- Los Angeles. 
Affcntioii Freelance Vr'riters — Not selling? 
Southeast Asia and Laos are suic fire arti- 
cles today. Need hard hitting impact photo- 
graphs to accompany your work? Send me 
your neccls and 'ideas, Have B & W-Coior 
transparencies on most subjects or -wi,!! 
shoot for you. Will also collaborate on per- 
centage basis and credit line. Send $1.00 
and S.A.S.E for details and sample port- 
folio. fl. F. Harper, tiSAlD/BPR, A.P.O. 
San Francisco, Calif. 96352. 
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